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Origin of the Society. ee Sl 
SHE general attention of late years excited amongſt 
Chriſtians to the ſtate of the heathen, naturally ted 
to the enquiry, Is no further exertion neceſſary at home? 
This country has indeed been highly favoured. It has 
been long diſtinguiſhed by its privileges, and not only has 
a general profeſſion of religion prevailed, but the power of 
godlineſs has been felt, and exemplified in the lives and con- 
verſations of many. In conſequence of the wiſe and lalptory | 
proviſion made for the inſtruction of youth, in parochial _ 
ſchools, knowledge has been more widely diffuſed in this 
my perhaps in any other country. 

Society has not failed to reap the benefit of ſuch a de- 
gree of civilization, The natural turbulence of the human 
mind has been in a good meaſure checked, and the peace 
and tranquillity of the country has not been ſo liable to be 
broken, as in places, where the ſame advantages of educa- 

tion have not been enjoyed. While the external decency 
and peaceable demeanour of our countrymen call for gra- 
. the Chriſtian never can forget, that che fear of God 
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is the 8 of wiſdom, _ that edacation 3 1s eſpecially ; 
valuable, as. it opens. to. mankind the treaſures of divine 
_ wiſdom contained in the ſcriptures. 
Having himſelf experienced the benefit to be derived 
from peruſing theſe lively oracles, the believer in Jeſus 
Wiſhes all to partake of the comfort and advantage which, 
dy the bleſſing of God, they are ſo eminently calculated to 
| beſtow. Such a perſon muſt be grieved to ſee the increaſe = 
of ignorance, and he will not be ſurpriſed that this ſhould | 
| be accompanied with vice and infidelity. - 
That theſe are increaſing in this country, is al 7 
admitted. The children of the poor are not ſo well edu- 
cated, public worſhip begins to be neglected, family- prayer 
is much leſs frequent than formerly, and in parts of the 
country where men would have been ſhocked with the 
name of infidelity, many begin to avow opinions ſubver- 
| five of the goſpel and of the whole of revelation. | 
A ſkilful phyſician naturally enquires into the cauſe 1 
a diſeaſe, and till he is fortunate enough to diſcover it, he 
can entertain but little hope of effecting a cure. In like 
manner, the Chriſtian who has ſeen the value of immortal 
ſouls in the price paid for their redemption, will mourn 


over the increaſe of profligacy in thoſe amongſt whom he 


dwells ; he will enquire from whence the evil ariſes, and 
will endeavour, by every means, to put a ſtop to that wie- 
kedneſs, which he knows muſt end i in the perdition of = : 
who continue in it. 

The Society for Propagating the Goſpel at Home was 
_ inſtituted from a conviction in the minds of the members, 
that ſufficient means of religious inſtruction were not en- 
joyed in many parts of the country. | 
They had no plan of forming a new ſeQ, but wiſhed that 
Chriſtians of all denominations ſhould join, in ſeeking to 
promote pure and undefiled religion. They obſerved with 
pain, that parochial ſchools were leſs attended to than for- 
merly, probably owing in part to the decreaſe of the value 
of money, ſo that the office of og hardly affords a live- 
lihood to a family. 

They regretted alſo that the « extent of the pariſhes i in ge- 
neral, particularly in the highlands, renders it hardly poſ- 
fible for a nien, however faithful and are to in- 
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tune ume they found, that parochial viſitation by miniſters 


has in many parts fallen id difaſe. It will, no doubt, 

appear invidious, to make fuch affertions; but thoſe who 
Are diſpoſed to condemm them, ſhould in the me 1 en- 
N quirs, whether or hot they be well founded. A 
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| | The Society rejoices in the number of Faithful mitiſiers : 


wy muſt be blind indeed; did th. 


min part, nftead of reſtis; 


77'S 1 le di cernment i ced does it 


55 ii connection With the ehureti'of Scotland; 'and it is their 
earneſt deſſre to ſttengthen the hands of fach + but they 


ey not ſoe many of a very dif- 
ferent Jeſeription, who, pretending” that the doctrines of 
grace lead to Heentioufneſa, teuch men to build their hopes 
3 581 ſalvation on their own good works, either i in whole, or 
: upon the great atonement offer- 
cel for fin by Jeſus Chrift; "through which alone a fir ner 
 _ can beJuſtified, and who e un other ſentiments equal- 
ly deſtructive to the fouls of men. It may ſeem unchari- 
table td ſuppoſe a diſtincken in the doctrines of miaiſters; 
Pet the kack is too Well Known to be difputed. Whoever | 
reads with a1 zon the many ſermons which have of 
hate been pub imed in our own country, cannot but obſerve 
the differe nee, yea even the eontradictions, in the doctrines 
9 ea by m al. iſters « the” fame err * ME 9 wen 5 
34 | . * a . N Wes int . | 
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n oe is 6 moſt melancholy ab glaring 4. E 
1 ee greater exten i the cbunch of | England; but 
there too, 15 axe men, evangelical miniſters, who preach in | pprity the 
_ truths of the £0 fpel, Eng to their articles of faith; which con- 
__ tain juſt and excellent ſummary ee, as held by 
e 1 n a 4 55 | 
I ver, à muc er in ion is mo perly ma 5 
bHetwꝛeen theſe kn te Chri 7 85 other clergy ; and'w bs 1 of ade, 
þ rar 0. preaches in the fame church, at Ainet times of the day, as is 
| Hy the caſe in Landen, totally diſtinct ions avtend- them. 
ilcover, when the contrary is the-caſe; and 
| _ when the fame people can hear miniſters preach doctrines, not only different, 
| * directly , they evidently diſregard the _— ew Serip- 
ture, to pry Ea of. falſe prophets,” and ** to try 77 1 5 | 
Nuch more are thoſe miniſt 3 ty blame, . tha felt the po „wer of the 
truth on their own nk if they ever employ in their Re fark as have 
nate ven a form of ſound words; Lee do to, — unfaithful are 
they to the flocks committed to them, and how indifferent to the commen- 
dation given to the church of Epheſus, by Him who walketh in the midit of 
the ſeven golden candleſticks, and who dec red, that he knew their works, 
and their , and their "they could not 'bear them 
which were evil; and that * wavy had . them which ſaid they were af'o- 
| Res and were not, and hd found them Hrs See Rev. i *. - 
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Knows, that, as n, be ex cpedted,. their reſorRive 1 Mente 5 


_ ets are not at all pleaſed when by any accident they bap- 755 


to ſee an orthodox man in the place of a moderate, and 
vice verſa. Truth is one; and where there j is ſo great a 


difference, both cannot be right. Whoever is convinced 


that it is of the laſt importance, in the matter of ſalvation, | 
to inſiſt on the doctrines of grace, cannot account thoſe who 
contradict or. paſs them over in filence, to be faithful mi- 
niſters of Chriſt; and, therefore, muſt conceive they wil 5 
Wa. inſtead of inſtructing their people. 
Could a faithful miniſter preach to all in nis neighbour- 
ood, the evil would not be ſo great. Let a man's zeal, 
however, be ever ſo warm, and the ignorance of thoſe a- 
round him ever ſo deplorable, he cannot paſs the boundary 


of his pariſh to preach the goſpel, without UCL: i = 


{elf to proſecution for irregular conduct. 

But ſome may ſay, the ſeceſſion ſupplies the 8 col 
7 the eſtabliſhment. . That ſeceders have been very uſeful 

in promoting the knowledge of goſpel doctrine, and in in- 
ereaſing real religion in Scotland, will hardly be diſputed 
by any of the friends of Jeſus. Several parts of the coun- 
try, however, are deſtitute, of this advantage: the high- 
lands are almoſt wholly deprived of it; and in the ſouth 
country, one may travel many miles without hearing of a 
ſeceder. Even where they have congregations, inſtead of 


the miniſters preaching through the week in their neigh. 
bourhood, like the evangelical diſſenters in England, they 


have bound up their own hands, by what they call preſpy- 
terian order; ſo that if people do not go to them, they may 
1 in their ignorance. They indeed ſay, it is peo- 
les own fault that they will not come to hear the goſpel. 
rue; but ſhould we not compaſſionate the ignurance of 
this who deſpiſe the means of grace, and endeavour, by 
the declaration of the terrors of the Lord, to compel men 
to flee to Jeſus? What incalculable good might be done, 
did faithful miniſters thus exert themſelves ! and how ma- 


' ny might-be added to the church 1 n of fuch as pom 
be e 3 


* An encouraging e oh 1 ed of this manwer uf 8 5 
| ing, has juſt come to our knowledge. Two pious miniſters of the eſtabliſh- 
"0 having * exerted themſelves in eee n Mong 


Origin of the Soy: f 0 5 


n diſadvantage i is the peculiar terms of commu- | — 
1 on which the ſeceders in general inſiſt. + Theſe pre. 
vent many from joining them Wo value the truths they Tu 1 
preach, but are obliget| to continue to hear doctrines which 
they by no means reliſh, left they ſhould be excluded from 
church privileges by their own miniſters, while they can- — 
not enjoy them in the ſeceſſion, without conſenting to terms ä 
Which appear to them unſeriptural. Hence their oommu- | | 
nion is frequentlyſſhut againſt thoſe whom they muſt eſ- 
-” teen real Chriſtians, while there is reaſon to fear, that ma- 
ny are joined members, whoſe conduct and conve en 
dare by no means becoming the goſpel. is ö 
The deficiency of the means of grace in 166. codntry bas = 
"hath practically acknowledged, by many miniſters and o- 
thers in the eſtabliſhment, forming ſocieties to afford addi. 
tional means of religious inſtruction. One ſociety in par- 
ticular , chiefly in the management of the moſt reſpecta- 
ble eſtabliſhed miniſters, has done much, eſpecially in the 
- highlands ; but the demands for ſchools and catechiſts are 
ſo great, that notwithſtanding the ample funds of which 
they are poſſeſſed, they are ben mae e to refuſe 
mays applications. og | 
In the vicinity of Edinburgh much has been done Ink 
_ eſtabliſhing Sabbath ſchools within the laſt three years, 
with the cordial approbation of many good miniſters ; 
and the promiſing appearances they afforded, induced ſome 
individuals to enquire what might be done in more diſtant 
parts of the country. A ſociety for this purpoſe began to 
be talked of, and a journey was undertaken in ſummer 
1797, with a view of preaching the goſpel in the north ; 
the journal of which being publiſhed, at once ſhews, in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, the groſs ignorance which prevails, and 
the defire of inſtruction which exiſts in every part of the 
"country. The apparent ſucceſs of this journey contribut- 
ed to encourage thoſe who felt compaſhon ſor the ſouls of 
their brethren. Some careleſs youre appeared to be truly 


their 1 have had the 8 ſatisfaction of ſeein g the happy fruits 
of their labours, in the converſion of many ſouls. May the Lord encou- 


rage them to go on; and may many others imitate theer example, and have 
their labours crowned with fimilar ſpccels | 


The Society for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge. : 
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| awakened to a concern for their beſt intereſts ; many were 
anxious to receive ſimilar viſits in future; and in Thurſo 

and Wick, the inhabitants determined to build meeting- 
houſes, where the a mg be farbfully diſpenſed a- 
monght them. 


During the fame ſummer the Relief body fent two mi- 
niſters to preach in the highlands, and fince that time, the 


Burgher ſeceders have ſollowed the example. The wy 
| en e in theſe attempts to promote the goſpel ; and they 
moſt fincerely wiſh them God ſpeed. The field is ſufficient 
for all our exertions ; let all then join in beſeeching the | 
Lord Jeſus to hear the prayer which he taught his ateiples, 
to ſend forth labourers into his harveſt. 


On the 20th of December 159), a meeting was called 


10 digeſt a plan for fpreading the gofpel at home. After 


prayer the object in view was ſtated; and the gentlemen 


_ preſent unanimouſly agreed to form themfelves' into a ſo- 
eiety for propagating the gofpel at home. 


An addreſs and rules ſor the Society were thaw: read, 


which were ordered to be printed for the conſideration of 
the members, and another general meeting was appointed 
to be held on the 28th of December, at which the mem- 


bers made obſervations on the plan ſubmitted to them, and 


appointed a committee of their number to prepare the 


addrefs and rules for the preſs, keeping in view the amend. 
ments propoſed and approved at the general meeting. A 
une ep Was 2 F. ei to en the Hi. prongs of the 85 


85 dociety- 


Tho 88 addreſs and 88 were be 
hates and extenfively circulated. The formation of the 


| IP was s alſo notified 1 in the enten. TT 


** In confequence of this defire, be faithful miniſters ies been labour. 


ing in that barren corner ſinee May 1798; and, not e their labours to 
Thurſo and Wick, have preached the goſpel i in every part 0 
83 the En gut lan guage 15 e 825 


Caithneſs where | 
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The Sochrv for Propagating the Gosrrs. 
” at Home, . 


To the e in CHRIST FESUS. © 


- Pur BRETHREN, 


1 the preſent eventful WY many things © concur to 
attract your attention. You ſee the Lord coming 
out of his place to puniſh the nations.” You hear of 
ce wars and rumours of wars.” Upon the earth is diſ- 
treſs of nations, with perplexity, mens hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looking after thoſe things which are com- 
ing on the earth.” But a more pleaſing object preſents it- 

ſelf to your view, namely, the exertions which Chriſtians 
are now making to ſpread the knowledge of their Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and which are W in the 

annals of modern times. 

M.iſſionaries are either on the way, or already engaged 
in © preaching repentance and remiſſion of fins” in every 
quarter of the globe. The attention of Chriſtians of eve- 
ry denomination has been called to the fituation of their 


periſhing heathen brethren. They have confeſſed, that 
they were © verily guilty” in remaining ſo long inactive; 


and whilſt they lament the time they have loſt, they ſeem 
determined, by future diligence, to make their much ne- 


glected hrethiren every reparation in their power. Inſtead 


of ſtriving about words to no profit, they have united to 
oppoſe the common enemy. May the LokD himſelf che- 
T1{h the flame of zeal he has kindled, and may the ever- 
laſting goſpel ere long, according to the commiſſion given 
by the LoRp to his diſciples, be preached t to every Crea- 
ture under heaven. 

But whilſt the attention of Chriſtians has 1 drawn 
towards the heathen, they have not been unmindful of 
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their brethiin at home, many of whom are likewiſe a. pe- 
riſhing for lack of Knowledge.“ In our land, multitudes 
are going down to the grave with a lie in their right 
| hand,” thinking themſelves Chriſtians, becauſe born in 
whit is called a Chriſtian eotiitty. The los ſtate of re- 
ligion, and the neceſſity of adopting meaſures for domeſtic 
inſtruction, gave many à plauffble handle to decry foreign 
nmiiſſions. It even damped the zeal of ſome pious people, 
who were ready to exclaim, Vr Bude heathens enough at 
home. That there are many ſuch, is a melancholy but 
undoubted fact. Inſtead, however, of neglecting their 
countrymen, while they attempted foreign fifhons, Chriſ- 
tians have been led to make uncomman exertions te pre- 
mote religion at home, ſince their attention was ſo gent- 


rally directed to the ſtate of the heathen. Many Sabbath 


| ſchools have been erected, thouſands of religious tracts have 
been circulated, and the goſpel has been preached both in 
villages and in the by, of many towns in Scotland. 
Various aſſociations have been lately formed in England to 
ſpread the knowledge of ſalvation in our native nds wor 
have ſuch endeavours been hitherto without effect. 
While we ſineerely pray for the ſucceſs of every 1 
ty whoſe views are directed to the propagation of the goſ- 
pel, we cannot but remember, that much remains to be 
done. *© The harveſt is plenteous, and ſtill the labourers 
are few.” We therefore call your attention to a new and 
important inſtitution, namely, a ſociety which has for its 
object to promote the knowledge of the goſpel at home. 
The plan of this ſociety is now ſubmitted to your con- 
ſideration. It is not our defign to form or to extend the 
influence of any ſe&. Our ſole intention is to make known 
the everlaſting goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Of the 
unſpeakable importance of ſuch an undertaking, no Chriſ- 
tian can be inſenſible. With confidence therefore; breth- 
ren, we call upon you for aſſiſtance. We ſolicit your 
prayers, your advice, and ſupport. The extent of the 
ſociety's operations will, under God, depend upon your li- 
berality. You have hitherto “ abounded- in this grace, 
nor have you had reaſon to regret what you Have thus 
& Jent to the Lord.” Continue to“ deviſe liberal things, 
and By L liberal things you ſhall ſtand.” There is that 
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08 eteittsdech and yet increaſeth ; and there is that withhold- 
| eth more than is meet, and it tendeth to poverty.“ | 
. You cannot be ignorant of the wretched ſtate of thou- 
ſands of your countrymen in reſpe& of religion, With 
| the ſcriptures in their hands, (which is doubtleſs an aggra- 
vation of their guilt), they are as ignorant of the way of 
ſalvation as the natives of Otaheite. The Bible is to them 
as a © treaſure in the hands of a fool.” They ſeldom or 
never hear the pure unadulterated doctrines of the goſpel, 
and being unaccuſtomed to reflection and ſtudy, they will 
not examine for themſelves: This makes them doubly the 
objects of your compaſſion. Conſider their ſituation. Do 
not paſs by, like the prieſt and levite, but, like the good 
Samaritan, haſten to their aſſiſtance. © If thou forbear to 
deliver them that are drawn unto death, and thoſe that are 
ready to be lain; if chou ſayeſt, Behold we knew it not; 
doth not he that pondereth the heart conſider it? and he 
that keepeth the ſoul, doth he not know it? and ſhall he 
not render to every one according to his works?” ,\ 

You, brethren, know the terrors of the Lord, and you 
are convinced that the wrath of God ab:deth on the chil- 
_ dren of diſobedience.” You remember the time, when you . 
Vourſelves were fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving di- 
vers luſts and pleaſures; and you bleſs the Lord, that hav- 
ing heard and believed © the: meſſage of reconciliation,” 
you are now“ made heirs according to the hope of eter- 
nal life.” And can you regard with indifference the fitu- 
ation of your periſhing countrymen ? From thoſe to whom 
the © goſpel of our Lord Jeſus is fooliſhneſs,” we expect 
no ſupport. To whom then can we. look for it, but to 
you? What an honour, if by your means, ſinners {hall be 
converted from the error of their way, and ſouls ſaved 
from death!“ „The bleſſing of him that was ready to pe- 
riſh ſhall come upon you.” And ſhould you not cheer- 
kully aſſiſt in an undertaking, involving conſequences ſo 
n ee to the ſouls of men? 

Brethren, © the time is ſhort.” Whatſoever, therefore, 
your hands find to do, do it with your might. Let it not 
always be ſaid, that © the children of this world are wiſer 
in their generation than the children of light.“ Had 
we brought forward ſome plauſible method of enrichin 
ourſelves and others, encouragement would not have been 


B 
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wanting. The © true riches" have been committed to 


10 


your care; and will you not endeavour to communicate 
ou have received, freely give. 
Having yourſelves heard the glad tidings of ſalvation, like 
Remember that the Lord Jeſus has laid, - 
_ « Whoſoever ſhall do his commandments, and teach them, 


them to others? 4 E reely y 


the woman of Samaria, invite your country 
viour of ſinners. 


ſhall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 


We are ſenſible of our unworthineſs to be employed in 
the Lord's ſervice, and of our unfitneſs for the work: But, 


in a humble dependence on the grace of the Saviour, we 


engage in the arduous undertaking. Brethren, pray for us, 
that, in meekneſs and lowlineſs of ſpirit, with holy zeal and 
| fortitude, with patient perſeverance and ſingleneſs of N | 


wie may be guided in the path of duty. 


In employing Itinerants, Catechiſts, or others, we do 
not conſider ourſelves as conferring ordination upon them, 
or appointing them to the paſtoral office. We only pro- 
pole, by ſending them out, to ſupply the means of grace 
wherever we perceive a deficiency, and in this way of ap- 
plying our funds, to uſe our judgment, both in chooſing 
labourers, and in pointing out the nature and ſphere of their 


labours. Our intentions may be miſrepreſented. We do 
not expect to eſcape oppoſition, Nor ſhall you, brethren, 
While engaged in the Lord's ſervice, eſcape the © ſcourge 
of the tongue.” Men may ſpeak many things againſt you 


falſely for Chriſt's fake. But“ if ye be reproached for the 
name of Chriſt, happy are ye; for the ſpirit of glory and 
of God reſteth on you: on their part he is evil ſpoken of, 


Did the Lord t 


but on your part he is glorified.” 
© enduxe the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame,” for your ſakes, 
and will not you © take up your croſs and follow him?“ 


Lou may alſo ſuffer from the prejudices of ſome of your 


Chriſtian brethren, who, miſunderſtanding your purpoſe, 
and alarmed at the appearance of innovation, although 


earneſtly deſirous of the ſpread of the goſpel, may not at 


once approve your deſign. But let none of theſe things 


move you. Having in view the ſalvation of immortal 
ſouls, let nothing deter you from purſuing ſo intereſting 
an object. Embrace the preſent opportunity of exerting 
yourſelves in the ſervice of your bleſſed Lord. As the 


peaceful followers of the Prince of peace, endeavour to 
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promote the real good of your country, by diffuſing the 
knowledge of the grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus, which a- 
lone effectually © teacheth men to deny ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, and to live © quiet and peaceable lives, in 

all godlineſs and honeſty,” Thus ſhall you“ make your 
| light to ſhine before men,“ and others, “ ſeeing your good 
works,” ſhall glorify their heavenly Father in the day of 
their merciful viſitation. The Lord hath faid, « Occupy 


till I come.” Therefore, beloved brethren, be ye ſted- 


_ faſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, foraſmuch as ye Know that . 1 is not in 
| vain in the * ” 


op Order 6 the reien 


Edinburgh, 
Jan. 11. 1798. | | 5 
5 Foun Armas: Secretary. 
Px and Rutzs of the Soctery. 


GENERAL. DESIGN, 


1. The Society ſhall be called THz Socrerr FOR PROPA-. 
CAT THE GOSPEL AT HOME; and ſhall be compoſed 
of perfons of every denomination, holding unity of faith in 


the leading doctrines of Chriſtianity. 


II. The funds of the Society ſhall ariſe from the volun- 


tary contributions of Members, or others. N. B. The So- 
ciety ſhall conſider themſelves at liberty to apply all dona- 
tions, as well as annual ſubſcriptions, to immediate uſe, ex- 
cept when the donors otherwiſe direct. 


III. The object of the Society is, by every proper means, | 


to promote religious knowledge at home ; and this ſhall be 


the only ſubject of diſcuſſion at _ meetings. For 9 


purpoſe, they propoſe, 


1, To employ approved men as itinerant 8 to 
whom a certain diſtrict ſhall be aſſigned, and who ſhall re- 


"% 


gularly correſpond Ts and r receive inſtructions from the 


Society. 
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24, To encourage ſchools, eſpecially Sabbath Abele 
chroughout the country. _ 
| 3d, To promote the reading of the Scriptures; circulate | 
pious tracts, and eſtabliſh libraries of books on errand 
religion. 

4th, To correſ pond with, and, when . to deter 
the expences of ſuch miniſters, or others approved by the 
Society, as may be willing to preach in towns and villages 


in the neighbourhood, on Sabbaths or week days. N. B. 


Such to ſend regular quarterly reports to the Society. _ 

Stb, To correſpond with any Societies or individuals who 
have the ſame obje& in view. In ſhort, to adopt ny ape 
3 of religious inſtruction. 


| INTERNAL ARRANGEMENT. _ 


C7 A Glen Meeting of the Society ſhall be held © on \ the 
ſecond Thurſday of every quarter. : 


II. At the general meeting in January, the Society ſhall > 
elect a Secretary, Treaſurer, Clerk, and fill up the Com- 


mittee of Directors, which ſhall conſiſt of twelve. 


III. The Secretary, Treaſurer and Clerk, ſhall, ex mei, | 
be members of the Committee. 

IV. The preſent Committee ſhall continue til the meet- 
ing in January 1799, when one third of the Directors ſhall 
go out, and ſhall afterwards continue to do ſo, every fix 
months, by rotation, from the top of the liſt. 

V. No member of the Committee of Directors, ſhall be . 
re· elected till one year at leaſt after he goes out. 

VI. Every meeting of the Society or Committee ſhall 


be begun and ended with prayer. 


VII. The Committee ſhall hold ſtated monthly meetings : 
on the firſt Tueſday of every month, at five o'clock after- 


noon, and ſhall have power to adjourn from time to time 


as buſineſs may require. 

VIII. It ſhall be the duty of the en to collect, 
arrange, and circulate whatever information they may 
judge important reſpecting the object of the Society, and 
to execute the plans determined upon by che N meet- 
* | 


of the Society, 1 13 


IX. If, 8 the ordinary general meetings of the 
| Society, any buſineſs ſhall occur, which admits not of de- 


| lay, and involves important conſequences, the Secretary, 


by direction of the Committee, ſhall call an extraordinary 
general meeting, and ſhall lay the matter before them. 
- Such buſineſs ſhall be ſpecified 1 in the 1 intimation. 
EX. The Committee ſhall regularly give in a my of 
| their proceedings to the Society, 

XI. It ſhall be the duty of the Secretary to carry on 
. the correſpondence of the Society. 

XII. The Treaſurer ſhall annually lay before the So- 
ciety an account of their receipts and diſburſements, with 

a ſtate of their funds ; and they ſhall either examine this 


account and ſtatement in open meeting, or appoint for that 


_ . Purpoſe a ſpecial Committee, none of the members of which 
ſhall belong to the ordinary Committee for the year. 
XIII. It ſhall be the duty of the Clerk to record the 
minutes of the Society. ; 
XIV. At the end of every year, or oftener if neceſſary, 
the Society ſhall publiſh accounts of their plans and pro- 
ceedings, receipt and expenditure, and communicate ever 
information which may be material for enabling their 
| Chriſtian brethren to judge of their conduct and ſucceſs : 
and ſhall requeſt the aid of their prayers, of their advice and 
of their ſubſtance, as individuals, as ſocieties, and as con- 
gregations. 
XV. Sermons may e be preached, and col. 
leftions made for the benefit of the inſtitution. | 


| ADMISSION oF MEMBERS. | 


1, Lees perſon who is propoſed for admiſſion, muſt he 
a benefactor to the Society, and ſhall declare his full ap- 
probation of every article in the printed regulations under 
the head, General Deſign. 


II. New members all be propoſed, and their election 
made, at a General Meeting of the Society. 


III. No perſon ſhall be propoſed for admiſſion, and * 
lected a member, at the ſame meetin 
IV. The eleckion of members ſhall be made by ballot, 


and the member propoſed ſhall be approved of by aves | 
lixths of the members preſent, 
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ITINERANT PREACHERS AND CATECHISTS, 


1. No perſon ſhall be employed as an itinerant, without 
being previouſly examined and approved of by the Society. 
II. Every Itinerant muſt keep a regular journal of his 
i; =o gs, which ſhall be tranſmitted math to 0 

clet 


quarter, according to infractions given them by the So- 
ciety. 
the Great Head of the Gnu. 


| GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR ITINERANT PREACHERS 
AND CATECHISTS. 


7 They are to avoid entirely ſpeaking on politics either 


in public or in private. 
I. They are not to ſhew a preference to any denomi 


nation of Chriſtians, either eſtabliſhed or diſſenting, but 


exhort the people to attend wherever che Veiel 1s n 
ed in purity. 


III. They are to ee to frengthen the hands of 
all faithful miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt of whatever denomi- 
nation, and as far as they can diſcourage all bitter party 


ſpirit, wherever they diſcover it among Chriſtians. 
IV. They are never to make any collection from the 
| people, unleſs 1 authoriſed by the Society. 


: PRATER-MEETINGS: 
4. mhevting of the Society for prayer ſhall be held o on 


the firſt Tueſday of * month, at half paſt fix 0 ock 


afternoon. 


II. The Chairman of the 13 for hs evenin g 


| ſhall begin the meeting by reading a portion of Scripture. 


III. He ſhall name three to engage in prayer; each 


perſon after prayer, to give out a part of a pſalm. 
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III. Catechiſts ſhall nts. regular reports once a- 


IV. When an Itinerant is ſent out, a meeting of the 
Society ſhall be held, for the purpoſe of recommending 
him by prayer to the bleſſing, n and e = 1 


of the Soeiety. ; 1 55 1 5 
N. B. Any propoſal to Alter or add to the above regu⸗ 


lations, muſt lie upon the table one quarter of a year at 


leaſt; and, in order to its being adopted, muſt be approve 


ed of by two thirds of the . 1 2 


The following n was jaforted 5 in the Min- 2 
ae and Evangelical magazines. 


Tux Socrzrr For PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL AT Hour, | 


deſirous of immediately commencing their operations, ear- 
neſtly entreat ſuch perſons as are willing to labour under 
= their inſpection, to ſignify their intention, as ſoon as poſſi- 


ble, to the Secretary. It will be alſo neceſſary to tranſmit 


* ſufficient teſtimonials Sad their approved piety and ability. 


— 


The 88 was direfted to cas with the va- 


|  rious Societies in England whoſe 2 * ä 
to 8 fimilar. 5 


N arrative of the 8 of the geg 
in 1 1798. 


Tax Society n to ber its operations, by em- 


; ploying Magnus Anderſon as a catechiſt in Orkney. 


The deplorable ignorance prevailing in thoſe iſlands was 


well known to ſome members of the Society from perſon- 


al obſervation. The revival of religion which had latel 


taken place in Kirkwall by means of the Antiburghers, as 


well as the general attention manifeſted by the inhabitants 


of the different iſlands to the preaching of the goſpel, de- 


ſcribed in the tour formerly mentioned, afforded good 
ground of hope that his labours might not be in vain. M. 


Anderſon being recommended as a fit perſon to be employ- 
ed, from the perſonal knowledge of ſome of the members, 


he was defired to come to Edinburgh for examination. On 


his arrival, his attachment to the Antiburgher Synod led 


him to prefer a propoſal made him by that body to labour 
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as a eatecliiſt under their direction“. This city 

ſuited the views of the Society. If Chriſt be made known 
to finners, they are not over anxious to enquire- to what | 
OR denomination they may attach themſelves +. 

At their next quarterly meeting, the Society agreed. to 
receive Hugh Roſs as a Gaelic catechiſt, the Committee 
having previoully ſatisfied themſelves of his qualifications 
for the office. He was ordered to begin his labours in Dun- 
keld, and its neighbourhood. On his way north, he aſ- 


ſembled a number of children at Kinroſs, catechiſed and 


exhorted them and their parents who attended. He ſoon 
eſtabliſhed a large Sabbath ſchool at Dunkeld, beſides ex- 
horting and catechiſing in the neighbourhood, where many 
flocked to hear. The Society, however, ſoon found it pro- 
per to direct him to leave Dunkeld, as they were unwil- 
ling to have him fixed in one place, while ſo many others 
were deſtitute ; arid beſides, ſome offence had been taken, 
_ becauſe he had complied with the urgent requeſts of the 
people at Dowally, on account of the rain, ts exhort in a 
chapel where the miniſter occaſionally preaches. As ſoon 
as this was known in Edinburgh, Mr Aikman went to 
| Dunkeld at the requeſt of the Society; and having inform- 
ed the miniſter that the Society were ſorry their catechiſt 


ſhould have gone into the church without his permiſſion, 


and to ſhew that they would countenance no interference of 
that kind, he diſpatched Hugh Roſs round by the head of 
Loch Tay to Inverary, and ſo to purſue his route to Edin- 
burgh. Meantime Mr Aikman, being requeſted by the peo- 
ple, continued about a fortnight preaching daily in Dunkeld, 
Inver, and the places adjacent. Impreſſions of the importance. 
of religion ſeemed to he made upon the minds of ſome. Theſe 
joined in a petition to the Society, requeſting a regular 
ſupply of preachers, expreſſing at the ſame time their wiſh 
of building a place of worſhip. As the Society had none 
to ſend, and as it was their earneſt deſire that ſuch places 


* He was at the time a member of a church in that connection lately 
formed in Kirkwall. 
| + It will give pleaſure to the friends of 8 to hear that a conſidera- 
ble addition has of late been made to the Antiburgher meeting-houſe at 
Kirkwall, in conſequence of the increaſe of the congregation, It is under 
the paſtoral care of a zealous and pious miniſter, by whoſe labours, we truſt, 
the good work begun i in that NE will be greatly promoted, 


* 8 : ö 5 1 
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might e enjo y the benefit of a permanent goſpel miniftry, they | 
adviſed to apply to the Relief body. This they according- 
ly did, and received ſome occaſional ſupply. They renewed, 
however, their application to the Society, and have been 
viſited fince by Meſſrs Haldane and Aikman, who ſpent 
each ſome weeks in Dunkeld, and its neighbourhood. | 
Former impreſſions appeared to remain, and the ſpirit of 
hearing every where to increaſe. Prayer-meetings have 
been formed both in Dunkeld and Inver, The latter place 


| was formerly proverbial for profligacy. The external refor- 


mation, at leaſt, of ſeveral heads of families, and of the place 
in general, is abundantly manifeſt ; my it indeed be the 
evidence of a ſpiritual change? 
Hugh Roſs next proceeded by Killin ; and although 
the ſeaſon was unfavourable, the people in moſt places be- 
ing employed about their peats, he took every opportuni- 
ty of ſpeaking to young and old. Some ſeemed much af- 
fected, and were deſirous he ſhould ſtay longer among them. 
By the time he arrived at Inverary, he found himſelf ve. 
ry unwell, and after waiting a few days, he ſet out for 
Edinburgh, where he arrived in ſafety. The repreſenta- 
tion he gives of the ignorance of old and young, is truly pi- 
tiable. How many in this highly favoured land are living 

without God in the world: others have ſome form of re- 
ligion, but in truth worſhip, like the Athenians of old, an 
unknown God---When wilt thou, O Sun of righteouſneſs, 
break forth in all thy ſpleridour, and gs the clouds of 

"darkneſs and error? 

On the 5th of july, Hugh Roſs again left Edinburgh ; 5 
ſpoke with ſome children at the north Ferry, and diff ributed 
religious tracts, as alſo at Inverkeithing *, Toryburn, and 
Culroſs, where the children and ſome grown people attended. 
He found that ſeveral Sabbath ſchools wereeſtabliſhed in this 
neighbourhood. On the Sabbath evening, he went to the 
| ſchool at Kincardine and had conſiderable ſatisfaction in exa- 
| minin 8 the children. He purſued his courſe by Clackmannan 8 
0 


* We are happy to have in this place an r of mentioning, that 
| Mr Roſs bears ample teſtimony to the proofs which the truly pious and e- 
vangelical Mr Brown of the Burgher meeting-houſe of Inverkiething has 


made of his e in the 282885 ſtate of the ng and en of 
tus people, . | 
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and Alloa, and came to Blair Drummond Moſs*, where many 
old and young attended. He proceeded to Doune, where 
he ſpoke in Gaelic to many in the open air, and in the even- 
ing examined the children; found they were regularly aſ- 
ſembled and catechiſed on the Sabbath evenings. This is 
likewiſe the caſe at Thornhill, where he allo exhorted. 
There is alſo a Sabbath ſchool at Callender ; he recom- 
mended the erection of another, and ſpoke to an attentive 
people in Gaelic, enforcing the neceſſity of prayer, and con- 
cern to be acquainted with Jeſus Chriſt. He allo ſhewed 
them the plan on which Sabbath ſchools are conducted in 
Edinburgh and its neighbourhood. He proceeded by Kil- 
mahoy to the Port of Montieth, where he ſpoke to a con- 
ſiderable number of grown up people and children in the 
fields. As the children appeared groſsly ignorant, he ex- 
horted them to get a Sabbath ſchool; from thence he went 
to Balquidder, where all ſeemed eager to hear, and where 
there 1s a Sabbath ſchool, which is well attended. | - 
On the 21ſt of July he arrived at Loch Earn head, where 
he examined the children, and ſpoke on the Sabbath day to 
as many as the houſe would hold, beſides many who ſtood 
without in the rain. They earneſtly deſired to have another 
viſit from one who would ſpeak to them about their ſouls. 
He found here alſo a Sabbath ſchool, and the children ſeemed 
to go on well. At Comrie he was accommodated with the 
ſchool houſe, and ſpoke to a great number, young and old. 
Many ſtood without on account of the croud. Here alſo 
is a Sabbath ſchool, which is well attended. The Anti- 
burgher miniſter in this place ſhewed him much kindneſs. 
July 26. Arrived at Crief, where there was no Sabbath 
ſchool. Spoke to a conſiderable. congregation, who ſeemed _ 
very attentive. The relief miniſter ſhewed « great kindneſs ; 
and as he was to be from home on the next Lord's s day, | 
aſked him to meet with the people in the meeting houſe, 
and ſpeak. to them 1 in Gaelic. It was well attended e 


„This mod i is inhabited by a conſiderable ni of families chiefly from 

the Highlands. They have comfortable houtes, aud are employe. clearing 
away the moſs on a ſmall quantity of ground allotted to each. They pay 
no rent for ſome years, and by this means a conſiderable portion of valuable 
land has been procured at a triſling expence ro the proprietor. The Society 
for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge has a ſchool there, and as the people 
few ſuch a deſire to he ar, we hope it will be very uſeful, 


. 
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the day, and crouded 3 in the evening, W he began a Sab- 
bath ſchool, which gave much ſatisfaction. He had ſeve- 
ral other opportunities of ſpeaking with old and young, 

who crouded to hear. Alſo viſited ſome people in diſtreſs. 
From Crief he went to Newton, where he left ſome tracts, 

but could not aſſemble any number of children. From 
| thence to Ambleree. Spoke to ſome children aſſembled 
at ſchool. On examination found them very ignorant. 
On the 715 of Auguſt he came to Dunkeld, where many 
attended, and expreſſed much ſatisfaction in ſeeing him a- 
gain. The children eſpecially ſhewed great joy. \ There 

had been no Sabbath ſchool ſince he left it before. He 
continued to ſpeak to young and old every night either 
at Inver or Dunkeld. On Sabbath many attended, and 
he received ſeveral invitations to places :n the neighbour- 
hood, where the ignorance 1s very great. The ſchool ; 
was crouded in the evening, the children very attentive. 
Since that time Hugh Roſs has been conſtantly employed 
in Dunkeld, Inver, and the neighbourhood. He teaches 
the Sabbath ſchool in the evening ; and through the week 
he goes to different places, where in general the people are 
very attentive, and thankfal for inſtruction. 

On the whole, the proſpect in that neighbourhood i is very 
promiſing. Prayer-meetings are erected in Dunkeld and 
Inver, and God is now worſhipped in families where no 
fſuch thing was formerly thought of.---May the Lord the 

Spirit keep up any ſerious impreſſions which he has made; 
and may many yet in darkneſs be brought, by his almigh- 
ty operation, into the glorious ert, of the children of 

God! 5 | 

The Society have had the ſatisfa&ion of receiving pets. 
tions from Dunkeld and its neighbourhood; earneſtly defir- 
ing Hugh Roſs may he continued amongſt them. This at 
once affords a teſtimony to his conduct, and ſhews that the 
defire of hearing is not to be aſcribed to the power of 
novelty. From Crief alſo a petition was received, wiſhing 
that he might be continued among them, as many there 
underſtood very little Engliſh. With this demand the So- 
clety at that time, Aae, it impoſſible to comply. They 
have now, however, the proſpect of being able to ſupply 
ſome of theſe deſtitute places, as they: have lately receiv- 
od three Gaelic catechiſts. 
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7 tha: meeting, Ap 12. the Sect 05 em- 
braced the opportunity of employing Meſſrs Ballantine 
and Cleghorn to itinerate, by two ſeparate routes, on their 
way to Caithnefs. They had juſt returned from England, 


where they had been ordained to the work of the miniſtry, 


with a view of being fixed in Thurſo and Wick. Having 
been introduced to the meeting, and having expreſſed their 
willingneſs to engage in the work, they were recommend - 


ed by prayer, to the bleſſing, guidance, and protection of 


the great Head of the church. They were directed to 
leave Edinburgh as ſoon as convenient, Mr B. to go by 


Perth and Coupar, and Mr C. by Dundee and Montroſe. 


Mr Ballantine left 5 Friday, April 13. and we 


| here inſert his Journal. 


To the Society for Propogatin the Goſpel at Hon ome. 


8 Dear Brethsen,. 


I Taxes the earlieſt opportunity of cenſmittng to to you an 
1 


nce I left 6 
you. 


Though 1 went out from vou ich much fear and trem- 


bling, yet my hands have been ſtrengthened and my heart 


encouraged almoſt in every place. I muſt ſay the Lord 
was preſent to help, and 1 truſt his word has not been 


n in vain. 


JOURNAL, Sec. 
Friday, April 13. LEFT Edinburgh at four o'clock af- 


ternoon, arrived at Kinroſs at twelve ſame night. 
Saturday, April 14. Intimated ſermon in the marning 


by the bell. Preached in the ſtreet at ten o'clock forenoon 
to about 400 people, who were very attentive. After ſer- 


mon, gave an account of the Society, and diſperſed a few 


_ pamphlets. A number of the people were very importu- 
nate that I ſhould ſtay and preach on the Lord's day, Mr 
Hay, the burgher miniſter, being from home:; to which I 


conſented. 
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Sabbath, April 1 5. The tent being erected, W have 
| preached i in the fields; but the day was very wet. Ob- 
tained the Burgher meeting-houſe. Preached in the fore- 

| noon to about 500; in the afternoon to upwards of 600 

and in the evening. to about 700 people, very attentive. 

After ſermon, read to them the plan of the Society, and 

exhorted them to ere& Sabbath-evening ſchools. The peo- 

ple were ſeemingly awake to their importance. Had a 

few minutes inſtructive converſation with a young man 

from Kingaſſwood. Happy to hear of a Sabbath-eyening 


+ ſchool there. Gave him ſome pamphlets to diſperſe a- 


mong his os. 7 had heard with pleaſure of the 


Soesety. 


There was a ede 8 this days at the meeting-houſe ; 5 
but informed the people it was for the en purpoſe, | 
and not for the Society. N 
April 16. Converſed with. an ne man by the 
| fide of Loch Leven, who ſeemed highly pleaſed with the 

Society, and was determined to excite the good people to 
erect Sabbath-ſchools in the town and villages. After- 
wards talked with one from Dunfermline. He gave a ve- 
ry pleaſing account of the ſtate of religion there, They 
have a Sabbath-ſchool. He requeſted ſome plans of the 
Society and pamphlets to diſperſe at Dunfermline. Met 


with much kindneſs in this place. Set out for Perth after 


' breakfaſt. Diſperſed pamphlets all the way. The peo- 
ple thankfully eel them. Arrived at Perth jufl when 
the churches were diſmiſſing, it being the Monday after 
the ſacrament. After dinner ſet out for Coupar of Angus. 
_ Arrived there half paſt ſix o'clock. The bell-man could 
not be got. His aſſiſtant, an : Antburgher, would not inti- 
mate ſermon. | 
Tueſday, April 17. 8 ſermon at Conper 1 
half paſt ten. Not above an hundred and fifty preſent. 
| Informed them there would be ſermon again at half paſt. 
one. Only about 200 came. They were, however, very 
attentive, Some young people in tears. After ſermon 
gave an account of the Society, and recommended Sabbath- 
ſchools. The people ſeemed to ſee their importance. Ma- 
| ny of them came after ſermon to the inn, who ſeemed im- 


It is a fixed rule of the Society that their Preachers and Catechiſts ſhall 
make no collections, unleſs expreſly authoriſed by the Society. 
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preſſed with the idea of ſetting up ſchools immediately; 
Gave them ſome pamphlets and plans of the Society to dif- 
tribute. Came on to Meigle. Diſperſed plans and 
pamphlets. Set off for Glamis. Arrived about nine. 
Medneſday, April 18. Preached at half paſt one to a- 
bout 200, who ſeemed attentive. Gave an account of the 
Society; preſſed the utility of Sabath- ſchools. A few cal- 
led at the inn, who approved of any" a ſchool. Gen 0 
them ſome pamphlets. 
Thurſday, April 19. Artes at Kirkvmnute.” Fronts 
ed to between 700 and 800 at the croſs, who heard with 
much attention, although the day was very cold. They 
| ſeemed to ſee the propriety of Sabbath-ſchools. Diſtribut- 
ed among them a few plans and pamplnets.<.- The Lord vi- 
fit this benighted place! 85 
Friday, Abril 20. Came to Brechin. Preached next 
morning at 8 o'clock, to about 400 in the church yard. 
The people ſeemed much affected; and many of them af- 
fectionately bade me God ſpeed. Set off for Aberdeen. 
Diſtributed pamphlets all the way. Arrived at Aberdeen 
by eleven at night. : 
Sabbath, April 22.  Dacxpetndly found Mr Cleghorn 5 
here, who preached morning and evening. Viſited one 
of the Sabbath-ſchools, which is very flouriſhing. Gave 
an addreſs both to young and old, of whom there were 
a great many preſent. "Informed the people there would 
be ſermon to-morrow morning at half pail: Ne. at the | 
college cloſe, Old Aberdeen. = 
5 Monday, April 23. Preached in the morning to about 
500, who were very attentive, Some young people ſeem- 
ed much affected. Intimated ſermon at half ſeven in the 
evening, at the Dean burn chapel. A moſt attentive and 
affected audience. Recommended particularly, in an ex- 
hortation after ſermon, to Chriſtians, to erect prayer meet= 
ings upon an extenſive plan, in order to admit all that had 
the leaſt deſire to come to them. This ſeemed to meet 
with general approbation. Spent the evening very com- : 
fortably with a few of the brethren, | 
Tueſday, April 24. Preached at Gilkomllon at half 
paſt nine. Upwards of 1000 people aſſembled. The peo- 
ple were exceedingly attentive, and no ſmall ſtir to appear- 
_ ance in their conſciences. Met with great Kindneſs 
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prayer-meetings open to all. 


urged to preach this night by the brethren. 


to upwards of 1000 people. 
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and attention PR the brethren here of various denomina- 
Left Aberdeen after taking an affectionate farewell, 
intending to preach this night at Inverury. Arrived at 
Inverury half paſt paſt five. Wiſhed to give intimation 
immediately of ſermon. Happily diſappointed in hearing 
that a Burgher miniſter was to preach this night in the 
Methodiſt chapel. Heard him preach, and intimated that 
there would be ſermon to-morrow morning half paſt nine. 


Diſtributed a few pamphlets at the meeting houſe door. 


The people, and eſpecially the children, ſhy in taking them. 
Underſtood they had been forbiden to take _ by their 
teacher, who is alſo aſſiſtant in the kirk. | 

Wedneſday, April 25, Preached here in the morning, 
at half paſt nine, to about 50 people in the Methodiſt 
chapel. The young ſeemed very particularly attentive. 
After ſermon related to them the nature and ends of the 
Society. No Sabbath-ſchool here. Held up to the ſeri- 
ous now hearing, the deplorable and ſtupid ſtate of the peo- 
ple of this place. Charged them with culpable negle&. 


Exhorted them to awake from their ſlumbers, and make | 


attempts to fave the ſinners around them, by ſchools and 


Almoſt all of them waited | 
in a houſe adjoining the meeting, with anxious defires to 


do ſomething for Chriſt. Continued the exhortations pri- 


vately. A flame ſeemed to kindle in every heart. Again 
diſtributed pamphlets, May the Lord ſend his quickening 
grace to this dead ſpot ! Set out for Huntly; diſtributed 
pamphlets all the way. Arrived at Huntly before fix. 
Received as a brother in Chriſt by Mr Cowie, Was 
T4 crouded 
audience attended, who were very attentive. Religion 
ſeems flouriſhing here. Intimated fermon from the pulpit, 
at two o'clock next day. After ſermon was viſited by 
many hearty friends. 
Thurſday, April 26. Preached in the tent, at two o Slack; 

The people exceedingly at- 
tentive. The hearts of the godly (and there are many here) 
ſeemed to be lifted up in prayer and praiſe. Preached a- 
gain in the meeting houſe at ſix in the evening. The houſe 
crouded with at leaſt 1ooοο people. This was a refreſhing 
ſeaſon from the preſence of the Lord. After ſermon at- 
tempted to 9 Encourage them 1 in their abundant labours in 
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ſpreading the knowledge of the truth amidſt every ſpe. 
cies of oppoſition. They are all of one heart and one 
mind in diffuſing the ſavour of the Redeemer's name. In 
Huntly and in the country around, there are many Sabbath- 


ſchools ; and truly God 1s preſent here. Invitations for 


preaching, were 25 from all quarters around Huntly. 


Conſented to preach at Riſkiehouſe, pariſh of Gartly, to- 


morro half paſt ten. 


Friday, April 21. Went to Riſcichouſe, about five miles 


from Huntly, accompanied by Mr and Mrs Cowie, and a 
good number of the people. Preached at the time appoint- 
ed to about 800. The people came ſeven, eight and nine 
miles around. A perſon was ſent by four o'clock this 
morning to Keith, to intimate there would be ſermon at fix 
in the evening being market there. Took an affectionate 
farewell of Huntly about four o'clock, accompanied by 
many friends, to Keith. Arrived at the hour appointed. 
Preached on the town-houſe ſtairs to about 1000, who were 
very attentive. Received by all with the the utmoſt Kind- 


neſs. Intimated fermon for to-morrow, half paſt nine. 
Saturday, April 28, Preached in the Methodiſt chapel 

to between 7 and 800 within and without doors. Exhort- 

ed them earneſtly to eſtabliſh Sabbath-ſchools. Underſtood 


there was but one here, which met with fome oppoſition. 


Many ſerious perſons called upon me after ſermon. En- 
deavoured to ſtrengthen their hands. A few from the pa- 


riſh of Grange, waited at the inn. Very anxious for 
ſermon at their place to-morrow. - Conſented to go. 


Sabbath, April 29. Went to the Shiel, a farm houſe in 
the pariſh of Grange, about 7 miles from Keith. Preach- 
ed in the forenoon to more than a thoufand people. many 


of whom had come from a diſtance, who heard with great 
ſeriouſneſs and attention. In the afternoon preached to a- 
bout 1200. After ſermon gave them an account of the 
Society, and exhorted them to erect ſchools in the country 
around. - There 1s one very crouded, about two miles from 
this place, which alſo meets with ſome oppoſition, It is 


taught by members of the Antiburgher church, who are 


determined to erect more. In the evening, preached to a- 
bout 1100. The people all awake, and all attention. Ex- 
horted the Lord's people to ere& prayer meetings upon an 
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extenſive plan, in every part of the country. Received 

many a bleſſing both from old and young. Moſt anxious 
for itinerants among them. It is to be hoped the ſpirit of 
Huatly ſhall ſoon animate all this country. "The growing 
attention and ſeriouſneſs of the audience this day is ſurely 


worthy of remark. The harveſt here is truly plenteous. 


The Society is, in this place, the ſubject of many prayers. 
Left the brethren here, after a moſt affectionate farewell. | 


Came again to Keith about nine at night. 


Monday, April 30. Left Keith at ſeven this morning, 


. came on to Elgin. Obtained the favour of the Anti- 
burgher church. Preached at fix o'clock to between 60 


and 700. Many of the people very attentive. Intimated 


| ſermon at nine next morning at the end of the little Kirk: | 
Mr Cleghorn arrived here about fix o'clock. | 


Tueſday, May 1. Mr Cleghorn preached at | the weſt | 
end of — town, to upwards of 1000. After ſermon he 


gave an account of the Society, and recommended Sabbath-. 
_ ſchools, &c. Every part of the plan of the Society ſeem- 


ed to be warmly eſpouſed. Hundreds embraced us 
after ſermon. Set out as ſoon as poſſible for Forres, af- 


ter taking an affectionate farewell of our friends. Arriv- 
ed at Forres about three o'clock. Intimated ſermon at 


ſix. Mr C. preached to upwards of 800, in a convenient 
back yard, to a very attentive audience, many of whom. 
were in tears. Intimated ſermon to-morrow morning at 


nine. Many called upon us at the inn. A good number 
came from Elgin to this place. All ſeemed anxious for 


an itinerant among them. 2 
Wedneſday, May 2. Preached at the time nation to- 


between 8 and goo, Many in tears. Recommended Sab- 


bath ſchools, &c. of which there are none here. Im- 
mediately after ſermon ſome people went to Aldearn to 
intimate ſermon there this afternooon. Arrived at Aldearn 


near four o'clock. Mr C. preached at fix to between 


or 600, who were very attentive. Some good friends 


had come from Nairn. The work of the Lord ſeems to 


be going on rapidly in this, place, and its neighbourhood. 
They have a crouded Sabbath-ſchool, and a prayer-meet- 


— ing upon an extenſi ve plan, to which even people from 
Elgin and Nairn come. There is a Sabbath; ichoal at a 


D 
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place called the Park, at ſome little diſtance, which was 
begun by the children themſelves, and opened with prayer 
hy one of them. Many of theſe young ones meet together 


ia the woods for prayer. An account of theſe things, 


which we heard at Elgin, led us a little out of our way to 


endeavour to ſtrengthen the hands of the people and chil- 


dren. Many here anxiouſly wiſh an itinerant among them. 
Came on to Nairn this night. | 


Thurſday, May 3. Preached at eleven o'clock fore- 


n noon i in the Links, to upwards of 1 500 ſouls, A very at- 


tenti ve audience, Intimated ſermon again at fix in the e- 
vening. One from Calder, and the people of Nairn, very 
urgent that we would preach at Calder to-morrow, to 
which we conſented. Preached i in the evening to about 


1400. No ſmall fiir appeared in the conſciences the 


people. The ſerious ſeemingly. much romforted. Spent 
= night very comfortably. with a few good friends at the 
A large room was filled at family worſhip. 
"Fol „May 4. Set out for Calder. Mr Cleghorn 


| prea in the church yard of Calder to about 900 ſeem- 
ingly much affected. A goodly number from Nairn. The 
| miniſter of the pariſh ſhewed us much kindneſs. Arrived 


at Inverneſs about vine at night. We have heard fince 


that a Sabbath ſchool is to be erected immediately i in the 


periſh of Calder. 
Saturday, May 5. Inverneſs. | Mr C. preached. in 


| the Methodiſt chapel to about 100 people. Intimated | 
from the pulpit that there would be ſermon in the evening 


at fix, on the hill. Preached to about 6oo, who were 
deeply attentive. 


Sabbath, May 6. Mr C. „ in the morning at 


eight, in the Methodiſt chapel, to a crouded houſe, many 
without doors. Met again on the hill at twelve, preached 
to upwards of 1000. Preached again at four to about 


1500, who were deeply attentive. Many young people 
here are under ſerious concern. There are four Sabbath 
ſchools here, which we vifited 1 in the ing, and which 
ſeem to be doing well. 
Monday, May 7. In the forenoon, Mr C. preached i in the 
Methodiſt chapel, to a very crouded houſe, all attentive. 
In the evening preached on the hill to 800. After ſer- 
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mendde C. gave an account of the Society, which! was 
N received. Intimated ſermon next morning at ten. 
Tueſday, May 8. Mr C. preached at the hour appoint- 
ed in the "Methodif chapel. A ſolemn feriouſneſs among 
a cronded audience. He went immediately to Campbel- 
town after ſermon, Atfix o'clock in the evening I preach- 


cd on the hill to upwards of 800. Conſtrained by many 


in treaties to ſay here un next Sabbath, to which' 1 con- 
ſented. = 


Wedneſday, May 9. Ia the forenoon preached on the 


nil to 8 800 and 900; and in the evening to up- 


| wards of goo. A growing attention among the people. 
Thurſday, May 10. Had engaged to go to Campbeltown 


this . Preached there at twelve o'clock, to about 


1700, all attention. In the 1 came to Croy. Preach- 
ed at Croy at fix to about goo. It rained very hard in 
be afternoon, 
Friday, May 11. Went again to Campheltawn inten; 
ing to preach & twelve. Between 1700 and 1800 aſſem- 
bled. Mr C. preached to a moſt attentive audience. Aﬀer 
dinner left Mr C. here, and ſet off for Inverneſs. Preach. | 
ed at fix in the evening to a very crouded houſe. 
Saturday, May 12. Preached on the hill in the morning 
_ to. upwards of 900. A growing ſeriouſneſs and attention 
appeared among the people. De” 
Sabbath, May 13. Preached in the morning between 
eight and nine in the Methodiſt chapel, to a crouded and 


attentive audience; at twelve o'clock on the hill to about 


2000, and at four to about 3000. Surely the Lord was 
_ preſent among us this day, bearing teſtimony to the word 
of his grace, In the evening viſited two of the — 5 
winch are very promiſin 5 well attended. 
Monday, May 14. Kendhet this forenoon on the bill 
to upwards of 88 A ſolemn meeting. Intended to ſet 
off for Ding wall this afternoon : found it neoeſſary how- 
ever, here to take a little reſt. Staid therefore this night 
and Tueſday at Inverneſs, and viſited and converſed with 
many of the ſerious. There are many of the Lord's peo- 
ple in the town and neighbourhood. The Lord refreſh 
their ſouls and lift upon them the light of his countenance ! 
There are alſo many young people earneſtly 2 the 
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Led. The Sabbath evening ſchools are a great mean 
of keeping their ſouls awake. May Jeſus himſelf keep 
them and teach them, and carry theſe his lambs in his bo- 
ſom. We are happy to remark too, the general and an- 
xious deſire that prevails here to attend upon the preach- 
ing of the goſpel. We truſt the Lord eee ſen them 
a faithful and able evangelical miniſtry. LT 
_ _ Every night during our ſtay here a args room in ods 
 Ettles' inn was filled at family worſhip. We cannot but. 
mention with gratitude. the attention, care and Kindneſs of 
Mr and Mrs Ettles and family, not only to us, but to e- 
very one that came to their houſe on our account. 
We remember too with pleaſing emotions the Datel 
of our Methodiſt brethren here. At all times their chapel 
was open for our reception. | 
' Wedneſday, May 16. Arrived this . at Urqhart. 
- Staid all night at the Manfe, where J was received with 
much kindneſs. a 


Thurſday, May 17. Came to Dingwall. Profit: i in 


a back. green to between 400 and 500 people. An amazing 5 


ſtupidity in this place as to the goſpel. Came on to Drum 
mond. Preached at Drummond in a green betwixt hx and 
| ſeven o'clock to about 500, very attentive. -_ | 
Friday, May 18. Preached this forenoon again at 
Drummond to upwards of 600, and baptized two children, 
the one upwards of ſeven months, and the other ten months 
old. Satisfied as to the reaſons the parents gave why they 
would not have their children baptized by their -miniſter ; 
at the ſame time had ftrong proofs both from themſelves 
and others of their piety. There is no Sabbath-ſchool 
here. After ſermon ſpoke of the Society, and earneſtly re- 
commended the erection of Sabbath: ſchools, which ed 
to meet the approbation of all. Came on this vight: to In- 
vergordon. 
Saturday, May 19. Preached at Invergordon about 
mid-day to upwards of 600, who were very attentive. 
Recommended the Society, and exhorted to Sabbath ſchools. 
Arrived this night at Tain. Found Mr Cleghorn here. 
Sabbath, May 20. Viſited the Sabbath-ſchoul-which is 
held i in the church, in the evening. There were a great 


number of un- ur people er Each of us gave 
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an exhortation. This is a very flouriſhing ſchool. It is 
to be hoped that the preaching of the ae in 5K n 
has been accompanied with divine power. 

Monday, May 21. Arrived this night at Gollpie | Had 
| the;room in the-i inn filled at family-worſhip. 5 
Tueſday, May 22. Came to Berrydale, and next day to to 5 
Dunbeath, and in the everimng arrived at ſa, 


1 ROM the hors Ratement of; 1 it is no eee | 
| concluſion, that the fields are already white unto; harveſt. 
Sinners almoſt in every place are periſhing for lack of 
knowledge, and earneſtly defiring to hear the words of e- 
ternal life. The anxious concern to hear, and the deep 
attention to liſten to the ſimple truth, muſt be accounted 
as tokens that the Lord 1s about to viſit the benighted peo- 
ple with his ſaving health. O that the Lord would ſend 
forth more labourers into his harveſt ! There is room for 
many miſſionaries in the northren part of our iſle; and i in 
| ſeveral places almoſt as much as at Otaheite. 
In the above journal, I have ſaid nothing of many FT 
treſſedd perſons, who almoſt in every place, called to con- 
verſe about the ſtate of their ſouls. Many of them ſeemed 
to have got deliverance by the preaching of the word. There 
were alſo ſome who appeared to be newly awakened to a 
| ſenſe of eternal things. But as I had no opportunity of ob- 
ſerving the iſſue, I have therefore choſen to be filent. I 
have beſides been very ſparing in ſaying much upon the tem- 
porary effects produced in the time of preaching upon 
very many, with whom I had not the pleaſure of converſing. 
Theſe effects, however promiſing, may appear to better 6 
vantage to thoſe itinerants that may come after. However 
I muſt remark with great pleaſure the promiſing appear- 
ance among the riſing generation. They formed a great 
part of every aſſembly; and the moſt attentive part too: 
and when particularly addreſſed, they ſeemed to feel the 
importance of what was ſaid. _ 5 
Need I ſay that 1 am indebted to our ; brethren wha'r un- 
dertook the northren tour laſt year, for the proſperous 
Journey I have experienced? or ſhould we not rather raiſe 
our ſongs of praiſe to Jeſus, who has made their labours 
ſo ſucceſsful? In every place where they have been, the 
viſible and abiding, effects of their Iabours are now to be 
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feen, and are teſtified by all. Not only have the godly been 


_ ſtirred up by their means to the more diligent performance 


of duty, but many unthinking finners have anxiouſly en- 


quired, What ſhall we do to be ſaved? An anxious and ge- 
neral concern to hear the truth as it is in Jefus, has been al. 


moſt univerſally excited. The meeting houſes too in many 


places are now more crouded than ever they were known 
to be formerly. By their means a more ready door of 


entrance was opened every where, and 1 had _y to enter 
into their labour s. 

I have alſo to remark the 2 of providence wi ich 
reſpect to the favourable weather during the journey. 
enjoyed a perfect ſtate of health all the way, and found my- 
ſelf daily ſtrengthened both in body and in mind for the 


important and weighty duties to which I was called. 


My great endeavour, though grace, in every place was 
to ſet before finners the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, and 


to {tir up ſaints of every denomination to live near to him 
and act for his glory and the intereſt of his kingdom. I 


ſaw no bigotry nor party zeal, and therefore I ſhall not 
ſay a word to raiſe theſe hideous ſpectres. I embraced as 
brethren, all that appeared to be followers of Chriſt, and 


received from them the ſame kind treatment. I never aſk. 
ed one of them, fo far as I remember, to what denomina- 
tion he belonged; and therefore I am unable to ſay what 


denomination of Chriſtians policies molt of the bowels of 
Chriſt Jeſus. 
If my unworth labours have been in any way inften+ 


mental in promoting the cauſe of Chriſt, which I truſt is 


alſo your cauſe, give God the plory. We are unable to 
work any deliverance in the earth.; but the power, and the 


glory and the kingdom belongs unto our exalted Head, I 


am ftationed at preſent in a very extenſive ſphere of uſe- 


fulneſs. I need your daily prayers. Your ſcene of action, 


according to your plan, is much more extenſive, and I truſt | 
you ſhall be enabled to aim a blow at the kingdom of 8a- 


tan in our part of the iſle, which ſhall ſhake that kingdom 


to its very centre. The work is the Lord's. Therefore, 
my beloved brethren be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always a- 


dounding in the work of the Lord.“ And may grace, mer- 


cy and peace reſt upon you, and every Society that has for 


its object the intereſ of Chriſt's kingdom. 
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Ma CLxohoxx left Edinburgh on Friday, April 13, and 
arrived at Conpar in Fife that evening, bnt too late to 
preach, He publiſhed ſermon next morning by the bell, 
when about 100 attended. Confidering Coupar as a very 
deſtitute place, he reſolved to ſpend the Sabbath there. He 


preached again on Saturday evening in the Relief meeting- 
houſe to about 600 people, who ſeemed eager to hear. Af. 


ter ſermon he gave a particular account of the defign of the 
Society, and invited any of the people of God preſent, to 


wait upon him at his lodging. Eight or nine came, who 


| ſeemed defirous to ere& Sabbath-ſchools, and to eflabliſh a 
religious library. Exhorted them to do all in their pow- 

er to diffufe around them the knowledge of the Saviour, 

and joined with them in prayer. As there was to be no 


preaching in the Relief meeting houſe on Sabbath, he con- 55 


ſented to ſtay. From 1300 to 1600 attended, while he 
preached in the morning, afternoon and evening: They 
heard with much attention, and many of them afterwards 
waited on him, ſeemingly much impreſſed. Came on to 


Dundee on Monday. As it rained heard, he could not 


preach in the open air. Was accommodated, however, with 
the Relief meeting-houſe, where he preached to about 800. 
Many of the people waited on him to converſe about Sab- 
bath- Schools, and a religious library. They have already 
fixteen ſchools in this town. Arrived at Arbroath, April 
17. Intimated ſermon to be preached in a field about the 
middle of the town. About 700 or 800 were preſent, who 
heard with great attention; and although it rained, none 
ſeemed diſturbed. They have no ſchools at this place, or 
at Coupar. Nineteen of the people waited on him at the 
inn, with whom he ſpent two hours very profitably. They 
| ſeemed determined immediately to ere& ſchools, and they 
have already a library of religious books. -Here fol- 
les his own account. 1 th 


Ihrough a variety of concurring circumſtances, I have 
been unable to acquaint the Society, with an account of 
my tour, ſo frequently as I could have wiſhed. Hither- 
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to, however, I may warrantably ſay, the Lord hath help- 


ed. 


My health and ſtren gth have been wonderfully preſerv- 
ed in the midſt of every thing, which might injure it; I 
can ſay I have not ſpent a month ſo agrecably, upon the 
whole, for ſeveral years paſt. 

Though a weak and unworthy worm, 1 have been ho- : 
noured by the great Redeemer, to publiſh the great ſalva- 
tion to thouſands of ſouls periſhing for lack of Snowledge, 
and to refreſh the bowels of many of the ſaints. | 

Whether any ſoul has been called out of 1 WES into 
light by my means, is a thing I dare not ſay. Some, how- 
ever, I am certain, have been alarmed, and are crying out, 
What ſhall we do to be ſaved? Some alſo who have been 

bowed down for years, ſay they are relieved. 
The Society too, meets with the warmeſt 8 of 
the godly in particular, and of the people in general. In 
ſeveral places an earneſt defire is expreſſed, that an itiner- 
ant would come and reſide among them. Sabbath-ſchools 
are erected, or will be erected, in all the Nen where 1 
have been. 
I ſhall now give an account of the numbers who have W 
me, and of their ſeeming attention, as accurately as J can. 
From Arbroath I came to Montroſe. . Preached in the 
Burgher meeting-houſe ſame evening, after intimation had 
been given by the bell, to upwards of 200. Did not leave 
town till next day, as it rained hard. Being the faſt pre- 
vious to the Lord's ſupper, preached to a crouded audience 
in the evening, compoſed of all ranks in the town. The 
people very attentive. I ſuppoſe there might be 800. 
Came on next day to Aberdeen. Paſſed Marbervie, and 
Stonchaven, as I felt myſelf unfit to preach on account of 
a hoarſeneſs I had got at my outſet. Preached on Satur- 
day morning at Gilkomſtone, in a ſchool-houſe, which con-, 
tained all the people who came, as it was not well known ; 
ſome of the people much affected. Preached ſame evening 
in the Burgher meeting-houſe to about 400. Sabbath 
morning, preached at Gilkomſtone, on the top of a ſtair, to 
upwards of 600, exceedingly attentive, many in tears. 
Preached ſame evening in the Gaelic chapel, to upwards of 
1000. It was a good night, Nan morning, preached 
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at Gilcomſtone to 700; many much affected. Could ſcarce 
get away from the people who bid me God ſpeed with many 
tears. Came on the ſame day to Ellon, accompanied by 
Mr Hay, and Mr Page, a pious ſtudent of the particular 
Baptiſt connection from England. Preached ſame even- 
ing on the town houſe ſtairs to about 1 50, next morning 
to about the ſame number, the moſt inattentive congrega- 
tion on my journey. Some ſerious people, however, of the 
Antiburghers wiſh to keep a Sabbath evening-ſchool. 
Came on next day to Peterhead. | Mr Page preached | 
from the town houſe ſtairs, the ſame evening, to about 
700, very attentive. I preached next morning from 
the ſame place, to about 600. Several ſerious people 
waited upon me, to converſe about forming a Sabbath 
evening ſchool. They appointed a meeting for pray- 
er about it. Came to Fraſerburgh, about nine o'clock ; 
| Intended to have preached immediately, but was informed 
by every body, that few or none would come to hear me. 
They ſaid they had very good miniſters. Left Fraſer- 
burgh, went to a pretty large village called Strichen. Ar- 
_ rived about eight in the evening. Aſſembled about 40 
people in the public houſe, gave them a ſhort ſermon, and 
told them about the Society. Found a good man who has 
been teaching a Sabbath-ſchool for ſometime paſt, but has 
not received the countenance of almoſt any of the people. 


Exhorted them carefully to attend the ſchool. All feem- 


ed convinced of the propriety of it. Gave ſome books to 
the teacher, and left the place early next morning. Break- 


faſted at a pretty large village called Newbythe. Found 
ſome of the Antiburgher connection; but who have been 


excommunicated, becauſe their ſentiments did not coincide 
with their brethrens in every iota. Came on to a place 


| called Balmaud, the ſcene of Dr Watt's operations. Saw 


ſeveral of the people who have been baptized by him. 
They ſeem moſt excellent Chriftians, and very free from 
_ bigotry ; ardently defirous of the ſucceſs of the Society's 
plans. I was conſtrained to promiſe to preach in this place 
on the Sabbath following. Went on to Banff, Preached 
ſame evening in the Relief church to 300, very atten- 
tive. Next morning to about the ſame number in the 
fame Place. Same evening, at M Duff in the Maſons 8. 
E. 
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to about 400, who heard with attention. Some people are 
ſpeaking of forming a Sabbath- ſchool. Next evening, be- 
ing Saturday, preached at the bridge between Banff and 
M Duff to about 500, pretty attentive. Went on Sab- 
bath morning to Balmaud, about fix miles from town. 
Preached to between 300 and 400, collected from a great 
diſtance. The people ſeemed very ignorant. Several 
much affected. I was told ſome of. theſe were very wicked. 
Preached twice without diſmiſſing. Came on to Banff. 
Preached ſame evening in the | Relief church, the houſe 
crouded to the doors. The people uncommonly atten- 
tive. Monday came on to Elgin, paſſed Portſoy and Cul- 
len. I thought it a pity to ſpend a whole day at either of 
theſe places, and get only a few collected, when I knew 
I could get hundreds at Elgin. Mr Ballantine was preach⸗ 
ing when I arrived, in the Antiburgher church. I preach- 
ald next morning in a field at the weſt end of the town, to 
upwards of 1000. Many much affected. Came on to- 
gether ſame day to Forres, where I preached in the even. 
ing to upwards of 1000. Mr B. preached next morning to 
the ſame number. The people eager to hear; ; ſome affec- 
ted. Went to Auldearn, where I preached in the ſtreet to 
about 400, the people very attentive, ſome affected. Se- 
veral came from Elgin to this place. Came on to Nairn 
ſame day. Mr B. preached twice next day to about 1500. 
During the interval many people went into the church, and 
prayed for us. Hearing of this, went in among them, and 
as I could not preach in the open air that day, gave a ſhort 
ſermon to the people met for prayer. The church was al- 


moſt full. I never ſaw men ſo much. melted under the 


word. Some were weeping aloud ; I was obliged to ſtop 
ſeveral times. The Lord was certainly preſent. I was 
not at ſermon in the evening, but was told by ſome ſerious 
men, that it was a ſeaſon of much refreſhing, Left this 
comfortable place. Went to Calder, about three miles 
from town, in conſequence of an invitation, Preached in 
the church yard to upwards of 1000, many affected. Two 
clergyman heard ſermon, and ſhewed us much kindneſs. 
We have been in the neighbourhood of Nairn and Inver- 
neſs for ten days. Preached at Nairn to between 4 and 5000, 
at Campbeltown to 1000, and ſometimes to 150. The 


* 
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fields are white in that quarter, and ready for harveſt ; let 
us pray our great Lord to ſend forth labourers into his har- 
veſt· We met with ma hangs to cheer us in theſe | 


A brother Ballantine and I were pea for ſeveral 
days at Inverneſs and that neighbourhood, I ſhall not men- 
tion any ee eee which occurred. during 
that tine. 5 

From Nair, we went Rn the pariſh 105 Calder, about. 
thrbe miles diſtant, having received. a preſling invitation 
the day preceding. Preached in the church- yard to up- 
wards of 1000. Many of the people ſeemed much affect- 
ed with what was ſaid. Departed for Inverneſs ſame day, 
reached it late on Friday evening. Remained there till 
Tueſday next. Preached every morning in the Methodiſt 


chapel, and brother B. in the evening upon the hill, to 


large, and in general, very attentive congregations. There 
are many young people in that town ſeeking the Lord. _ 
After preaching on Tueſday morning, departed for 
Campbeltown, with a view to preach in the evening at fix 
o'clock. Found about 1500 people aflembled to hear the 
word. Many of theſe had come from great diſtances. 80 
great is the deſire of hearing in this neighbourhood, that 


many of the ſervants, in order to remove any occaſion of 


blame from their maſters, were at work at a very early : 
hour, and alſo wrought very late, that they might have 


time in the middle of the day to hear ſermon ; and ma- 


ny who were not ſo confined continued for ſeveral days, 
without returning to their homes. Having preached on 
Tueſday evening, intimated ſermon ntxt day at twelve o- 
clock, when much about the ſame number attended. The 
people appeared to be much affected. Spoke to ſeveral 
under great concern of mind. Next day, Thurſday, bro- 
ther B. came from Inverneſs, and preached at the ſame 
hour to about 2000 people. The people i in much the ſame 
circumſtances as before. The ſame evening, he preached | 
at Croy in the pariſh church to a great. audience. As it 
rained, I judged it prudent to remain at Campbeltown, on 
account of a hoarſeneſs which continued with me all the 
way. Frida "Ys , preached at Campbeltown again to the ſame 
ormerly. Having received an urgent invita- 


36 Proceedings of the Society, 1798. | 


tion from ſome people in Nairn, to viſit that place on the 
Sabbath following, I complied. - Mr B. returned to Inver- 
_ neſs, and I ſet off on Friday afternoon for Nairn. Called 
at a good friend's houſe in the pariſh of Calder. Found 


people waiting to deſire me to preach on the morrow, which 


I did. Between 500 and 600 attended. It was only known 
a few hours before. Went to Nairn on the Sabbath morn- 
ing. Preached on the Links, at g o'clock, to about 4000. 
As there was no ſermon in the Antiburgher church, a 
great many of the people met there for prayer, during 
the interval. There was another prayer meeting held at 
the tent, and ſeveral barns throughout the town were croud 
ed in the ſame manner. As the interval was long, I went 
into the meeting houſe, and exhotted the people who met 
for prayer, for upwards of half an hour. It was a time 
of much refreſhing. Preached in the afternoot! to near 
5 doo. Viſited a Sabbath evening ſchool, and took fare- 
well of that place. The Lord is certainly about to do great 
things in that neighbourhood. The people ſeem melted 
under the word. Saw ſeveral perſons who had been under 
much concern about their ſouls, rejoicing in the- truth. 
Having determined to take a reſt on Monday, I went to 
a farmer's houſe, in the pariſh of Croy. In the evening, 
however, to our great ſurpriſe, about 200 people met to 
hear the goſpel. Preached from 1 Pet. ii. 7. 
Tueſday ſet off for Fortroſe. Preached at my arrival: 
about 400 aſſembled. Set off next day for Ry 
Preached in the evening, in the town-houſe, to about 400. 
Next came to Tain. Here terminated my itinerancy, as 
few of the people to the northward underſtood Engliſh. 


- © From the fore going account, you will ſee how kind the 
Lord has been to us. The Breaker went up before me, 
and removed every obſtacle. All the mountains which my i- 
magination had raiſed, became plains as I advanced. The 
journey, upon the whole, 1 hope, has not been diſadvan- 
tageous to the Society; and I am certain it .has been of 
great uſe to me. oh „% ge Ely 27 e 
The mode which I adopted, through the whole of my 
tour, was this: Before pronouncing the bleſſing, I inform- 
eld the people concerning the Society from which I came, 


- 
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and their Fans and deſired any of the godly people hear- 
ing me, who favoured ſuch ſchemes, to call upon me at the 
inn, where I would talk with them, in the moſt familiar 
manner, concerning the plans to which I had called their 
attention. This was attended with many good conſe 8 
ces, both to them and to me. The faces of the becthien 
encouraged me' much, and our cy. AI tended 
to cheriſh their zeal. : 
I have now . at che . of wy. Andinations and 
695 that my proſpects in this place are at preſent very fa- 
vourable. The numbers that attend have increaſed every 
day ſince I came, and their attention is great indeed. There 
is a general concern upon the minds of many in this place. 
O that the Lord would ſend a time of refreſhing from his 
preſence. | I believe the Society do not ceaſe to pray oe 
my brother ans I. ] remain ny, in our common Lo 
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Beſides the Hadbure the N d PEE the EE | 
journals, they had the ſatisfaction of hearing, from various 
places through which Meſſrs Cleghorn and Ballantine had 
paſſed, of the attention of the people, and of the power which 
on. ſome occaſions ſeemed to accompany the word. They 
' rejoice in being aſſured by him who cannot err, that his 
word ſhall not return to him void, and it is their earneſt 
prayer, that it b have en purpoſes of —— 7 


to many. 


Our brethren were received wich much joy in Thurſo 7 
and Wick. Ever ſince, they have been preaching to mul- 


8 titudes on Sabbath and market days, and have beſides iti- 


nerated through a great part of Caithneſs. Mr Ballantine 
writes to the Society in September 1798, as ſollows. _ 
We have been in the country every week ſince we came 
here, and I have preached in Thurſo every Friday, being 
the market day, to great crouds. From the different routes 
that we have taken, I ſuppoſe there are none in Caithneſs 
who underſtand Engliſh, that have not had an opportunity 
of hearing the goſpel this ſummer. We have indeed giy- 
en up going to the country around, ſince the harveſt be- 
gan; as we thought it improper, all the people being engaged 
in it, except the inhabitants of Wick and Thurſo, And I 
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ce from the preſent ſtate of the weather, it will not 
be poſſible for us to itinerate again this ſeaſon. You can 
1 form no idea of che made in n rere ey in _ ſes 
—_— . 24s 8 5 
le U truſt che Ry is ankles on: «bis: own ; mio among us. 
Fa juſt now come from Wick; where the Lord is cer- 
tainly preſent- They have got the maſon work of their 
houſe finiſhed, and it ill be roofed in good time. Our 
| houſe goes flowly on here. It will not be poſhble -to. get 
the roof upon it this ſeaſon. However, there is a building 
that was intended for dwelling houſes; which they are 
fiting up for preaching: it will hold about 300 people. 
Not having the houſe ready this winter, will be a great in-. 
terruption to the good work with us. However the Lord 
makes all things an for fe to che Ow ere e of 
Cheſt} no one TY Fe en 
Again, i ma letter, dated November, he writes. 
Our ſchools are going on proſperouſly. I teach one 
in our little chapel, which is always full. The children 
are doing remarkably. well, and ſome of them appear to be 
ſerious. The old people, Lam perſuaded, reap as much 
advantage as if I preached a ſermon. I begin next week, 
God willing, to viſit. Our managers are at preſent taking 
up a liſt of all the families that have the leaſt deſire to ad- 
mit me into their houſes. It is believed very few will re- 
fuſe me admittance. Pray for me, that I may be found 
faithful. There are el en calling, whos are e 5 
ſerious concern.” - 35 
In a letter, dated ee ab. he n 5 
From May 25. that I arrived here, I preached. twice 
a-week, once in the country and in the town always on 
F riday. continued to preach in the country till harveſt, 
which being ſo general, and all the people employed in it, 
(except Wick . Thurſo) 1 ſaw it proper to give it up 
for a ſeaſon. The weekly ſermon in town, is ſtill conti- 
" nued; and in ſummer we had the greateſt audiences in 
1 town Being a market day, the people from all parts of 
the country flocked to hear ſermon, or on ſecular buſineſs. 
In the country I had always erouded audiences too; never, 
= I judge, leſs than 500, except, one day that J preached ; ina 
1 Place called — where Gaelic 1 is the . — 


A ink 


ally ſpoken. | By: preaching in n ſome, I believe, 
| hoard) the goſpel that would not have troubled themſelves 
to go far for it, though there be very few, comparatively, 
in Caithneſs, of this.deſcription. Prejudices too have been 
removed from people that would not come here to inform 
themſelves; but I truſt better conſequences than theſe have 
attended the country ſermons. I found always the great- 
eſt attention to the word ſpoken, and as I did not go 
upon the ſuppoſition that all that were hearing me were 
Chriſtians, but the contrary, I am convinced the con- 
ſciences of many have been alarmed. I have been employ- 
eld in ſpeaking to ſeveral in this condition, and all that I 
can at preſent ſay, is, that I am waiting to ſee what will 


be the iſſue of their convictions. 1 know there are man) 


| halting places between a partial conviCtion of fin, and the 


Saviour. The Lord carry on his work in their fouls. 1 


have heard of ſome. perſons in the country under concern 
of mind with whom I am not acquainted. There is in- 
deed a general ſeriouſneſs, and talk about religion all over 
the country. Theſe are hopeful ſymtoms, but O how much 
does ignorance prevail! Many people in town are now 
thinking on the concerns of their ſouls. There is a gene- 
ral deſire to hear, and a great appearance of ſeriouſneſs. 
Vice is no doubt hiding her head, but I am afraid a more 
ſtri& profeſſion than formerly is all with moſt. I expect 
greater things, and I wiſh to pray and wreſtle for an out- 
. Fan of the 12 ; nothing elſe will do. ” 


Mr e writes from Wick, Jan. 5 1799. 
« You deſire me to give an account of wy KIneracy dur- 
ing the ſummer. 
From the time I came here, which was about the 23d 
of May laſt, till about the end of October, a few weeks ex, 
cepted, I went one day in the week to the country, and 
ſometimes two days. On theſe occaſions, I almoſt ene 
delivered two diſcourſes at the ſame place, without any 
interval. To have preached at different places on the ſame 
day, was a thing almoſt impracticable for me, and would 
have been attended with great inconvenience to the people. 
Unleſs I had gone to a great diſtance, I would have had 
few new hearers. The places t to which 1 went, were 85 
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thoſe which appeared to be the moſt centrical, and where 
the greater number of hearers could be collected. Akergill 
in the pariſn of Wiek; Ugle, in the pariſh of ee . 


Freſwick and Liſter, in the pariſh of Caniſpy; Auchengale 
and Catchery, in the pariſh of Waten; and Bows, be- 
tween the pariſh of Wick and Latheron. The cangrega- 
tions at theſe different places, were, according to the beſt of 
my judgment, from 200 to 1009. | 
þ The people manifeſt a ſtrong defire to we the goſpel. 


The attention and tears with which many of them heard 


the word, and their ſolicitations for frequent opportunities 
of hearing, were both a ſtrong encouragement to, be di- 


ligent in labours of this kind, and ſhew that many are at 


. leaſt conſiderably Imprelied with the ne of religious 1 in- 
ſtruction. 


I am perſuaded, that vintacting in the country, during 

the week, is very beneficial on many accounts; but parti- 
cularly, that it was the means of bringing many to hear - 
the word on Sabbaths, who would certainly not have come. 
During the ſummer, months, a number came, from great. 


diſtances regularly every Sabbath. The appearances are 
ſuch, upon the whole, as call for praiſe, and ought to ex- 


cite us to greater exertions. 
The ſubjects of my me on theſe e were, che 


depravity of human nature, ſalvation entirely by grace, | 
the neceſſity of being born again, and the pleaſantneſs of 


wiſdom's ways. In the courſe of my itinerancy, I uniform 
1y found that the love of God in giving his Son for the ſal. 


vation of men, the freeneſs of divine grace, the ſufficiency 


of the blood of Jeſus to cleanſe from all fin, were ſubjects 
which were attended with the greateſt apparent effects. 


T have always found it difficult to make them underſtand 


my meaning. The people, in general, are groſsly igno- 


rant, even of the theory of Chriſtianity ; and the terms in 
which the doctrines of the goſpel are uſually delivered, 
are not underſtood by ak. Accordingly I have been 
often obliged to have recourſe to circumlocution and plain 
| fimilitudes; in order to convey my ideas on theſe ſubjeQs. 
Provided they be free from the grofler crimes, they ſeem | 


to think themſelves really religious. In order therefore to 
convince them of their miſtake, 1 have 9 to 


5 Caithneſs, x 


prove to them, that true religion conſiſts in a change of 
heart and conduct. Then I could ſay, there were many 
hearing me who were entire ſtrangers to this, and would 


try to convince them that they did not love God; how - 


many of thoſe who were outwardly decent, made little or 
no heſitation to lie, to cheat one another, and to neglect 
thoſe very duties which are the natural reſult of faith in 
Jeſus. On ſuch occaſions many would be weeping. Then 
I would tell them, that God was in Chriſt reconciling the 

world, that is finners, to himſelf.---With regard to any par- 


ticular inſtances of ſucceſs I ſhall ſay nothing, as 1 have 


learned by experience, that appearances often deceive. 
Me have a Sabbath-evening ſchool taught in the New 
Chapel, conſiſting of about 100 children and young people. 
They ſeem eager to acquire knowledge, and I hope ſome 
of them are aſking this important queſtion, © What ſhall I 
do to be ſaved ?? It is well attended alſo by grown up peo- 
ple. The body of the chapel is decently filled. | 
In the country two Sabbath ſchools have been erected, 
one at Reiſs, and another at Keiſs, both well attended. We 
are at a great loſs in this place for proper perſons to teach 
them: Were the Society to ſend a catechiſt here, he would 
have an excellent ſphere of uſefulneſs. Indeed 1 think he 


might be as uſeful as an itinerant. 


Thus I have given you a brief ſketch af my proceedings 
during the ſummer. I am convinced they are nothing, 
and ſay, I hope, from my heart, I am an unprofitable ſer- 


vant. I do think, however, I never ſpent my time with _ 


ſuch pleaſure to myſelf, as ſince I left Edinburgh, and I 
truſt, never ſo advantageoully to others. 


An extraordinary General Meeting of the Society was 
held on the 28th of April, when the following tracts were 
ordered to be printed: Addreſs from a Stranger, Plain 
Truths, Friendly Advice, Addreſs to Children who attend 
Sabbath-evening ſchools, and Short Addreſſes to Young 
Perſons who attend Sabbath evening-ſchools. Five thou- 
ſand of each have been accordingly printed, and are di- 
| tributed gratis by the Soy: 8 preachers and chile. 
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ligious tracts, which are alſo diſtributed gratis. 
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Beſides theſe the Society purchaſe quantities of other re- 


Mr Rate from England, whoſe character was well known 


to the Society, having at the requeſt of the committee, a- 


greed to itinerate in Fifeſhire, he was received into the So- 


ciety's ſervice at this meeting, and ſolemnly recommended 


by prayer to the protection of God our Saviour. He left 2 
Edinburgh on the 2d of May; and upon his aro, gave 
in his e which 1 is here inſerted, 


| May 2: 798. Left Edinburgh and arrived at | Burnt- 
iſland. Sent intimation of ſermon by the bell, between fix 


and ſeven o'clock. Preached at the ſhore to about 200 
people, ſome of whom were very attentive. Intimated ſer- 
mon for next morning, and preached to nearly the ſame 
number. There is no Sabbath amo Fra E in chis place, 


but one is ſpoken of f. 
Came to Aberdour, a place reported to be very wickel I» 


and deſtitute of the goſpel. Sent intimation that there 
would be ſermon in the evening. Preached to about 1 50 


people, who heard with conſiderable attention. After ſer- 


mon two perſons came to the inn, expreſſing the deſire of 
a number of the people, that I would not leave them next 


day ; I readily granted their requeſt. 

May 4. Preached at the ſame place to upwards of 200 
people, who heard with the utmoſt attention, and were 
ſeemingly much intereſted.in what was delivered. At noon | 
addreſſed a ſmall number; in the evening ſpoke to nearly 


| 4©o, who were very attentive ; people from four miles di- 
ſtance were preſent. | 5 


May 5. Preached again this morning in che ſame place 
to upwards of 200 people. One man had got up at four 


o' clock to plough, in order that he might have this oppor- 
tunity to hear. The people ſeemed to regret much my 


leaving them. This is a very needy place; the goſpel 
ſeemed quite new to them. There is a Sabbath ſchool kept 
by a ſchool-maſter, but it would appear, that, from want 


of enconrngements it _ not proſper.” There are a few : 


+ A Sabbath-ſchool has ſince been any at Buratiſland, which pro- 
miſes much gocd, 
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Burghers and Antiburghers in this place. Came 
on to Temple-hall, a farm houſe near to Auchter- 
tool. After dinner went te Auchtertool, when molt iu the 
village came out immediately. Preached to upwards of 
200 people, who heard with much decency and attention. 
Intimated ſermon for next nn at ten o'clock, before 
church went in. 
Sabbath, May 6. ö as was ntimated, to * | 

| 400 people, who heard with much ſeriouſneſs. Mention- 
ed that there would be ſermon immediately upon the dif- 
miſſion of the kirk, when I preached to a very attentive 

_ auditory indeed, Intimated ſermon for the evening, when 
I addrefled a large congregation, one of whom I heard 
was at this time conſiderably impreſſed. A very general 
and deep attention prevailed. Intimated ſermon in the 
| ſame place for the next morning. After I had done, the 
people expreſſed great thankfulneſs. I found in walking 
on the road a conſiderable number of people who had come 
from Aberdour, which is about five miles diſtant. A- 
mongſt theſe there was a woman, who gave very pleaſ- 
ing evidences of being ſuitably affected with the word. 
The Lord grant that the effects may be laſting. In walk- 
ing home, theſe people ſo importuned me to have com- 
paſſion upon their wretched place, and preach to them 


once more, that I was obliged to grant their requeſt, and 85 


promiſed to preach to them the next evening. 
Monday, May 7. Preached this morning, as was inti- 
mated, at Auchtertool, to about 300 people. A number 
of the young people ſeemed to be particularly attentive and 
impreſſed, and the aged appeared to be much affected. Af- 
ter ſermon a perſon defired to ſpeak with me about a Sab- 
bath-evening ſchool. He appeared to be a truly pious 
man. We then called upon the teacher of the pariſh-ſchool 
3 who is an Antiburgher ſtudent, deſiring him to un- 
dertake to aſſemble the children on the Sabbath evenings. 
He ſeemed rather e but I hope it will -mortly take 
„„ 
: This evening preached, as I had . at Aberdour 
to a large congregation. I was both ſtruck and affected 
With their fixed and ſerious attention. Several ſeemed to 
drink in what was ſpoken, as the thirſty ox drinketh in the 
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water. I truſt that the Lord has not ſuffered his word 
which was ſpoken in this place to fall to the ground. Af- 
ter ſermon the people te; b prongs 1 and affec- 
tion. 
May 8. Preached this morning at Temple-hall to a 
very attentive aſſembly. Was much fatigued this day 
with the heat, &c. Preached again in the evening, when 
the people heard with ſo much earneſtneſs and attention, 
as to ſeem apparently hurt at the leaſt noiſe or diſturb. 
ance. 5 
May 9. Preached this morning, for the laſt time, at 
Temple. hall. Many both from Auchtertool and Aber- 
dour, were preſent. Many ſeemed much affected, and a 
conſiderable number in tears. They all wiſhed to ſhake 
hands before I parted from them. 


Spent part of the afternoon in ſinging nnd. prayer, with 


a confiderable number who did not immediately return 
home. I was informed concerning one woman, that ſhe 

could not fleep all the night, for thinking on what ſhe had 
heard. Of a man, that he had begun on Sabbath night 
to pray with his family, though not his cuſtom before. 
Concerning a poor old man who had heard me ſpeak of the 
1mpoſſibility of meriting eternal life by our good works, 


---that formerly he did not think 1 it was ſo difficult a . 
to get to heaven. 


Received from a perſon Oe a note of twenty ſhillings for 


the Society, who mentioned, that it was by a ſtreet preach- 
ing in Auchtertool, that he was firſt led to think about his 
ſoul. The farmer at whoſe houſe I ſtaid vo ome pounds 
3 the Society. | 
Ment to Kinghorn. Lan FOR hay fix o clock, and 
ſent about the bellman, when he was ſtopped by che ma- 
giſtrate, who, after I went to him, and anſwered two or 
three quellions, was perfectly ſatisfied. I preached imme. 
diately in the ſtreet to about 700 or 800 perſons, who to- 
wards the end were exceeding attentive, and ee im- 
preſſed. Intimated ſermon for the next morning. 

May 10. Preached this morning to an attentive con- 
gregation of 200 people. After ſermon, two perſons came 
to talk with me about a Sabbath- evening ſchool, and wiſh. 
ed to get one erected This ſeems to be a cargieſs place, 
and much lewdneſs abounds 1 in it. 
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Came on after ſermon to Kirkaldy, and found it to be 
the faſt day at the eſtabliſhed kirk. Intended therefore to 
preach at Path-head, but could get no place there to preach 
in. There being an exceſſive fall of rain, I was nearly wet 
through. Returned to Kirkaldy, called upon a perſon 
there, where I was kindly entertained. Obtained the Burg- 
her meeting, and began near eight o'clock, to preach to a 
congregation of about 600 people, who were very atten- 
tive. . N . 9 5 | 
May 12. This day left Kirkaldy. Came to Dyſart, 
called on a perſon there, who adviſed me to ſpend the Sab- 
bath at the Wemyſs. Came on therefore to Weſt Wemyſs, 
a wicked careleſs place, Having intimated ſermon by the 
bell, preached in the ſtreet, though it was exceedingly 
_ damp and cold, to a remarkably attentive congregation, of 
near 500 people. Intimated ſermon for Eaſt Wemyſs next 
T „„ | 
Sabbatb, May 13. Went to Eaſt Wemyſs, attended the 
kirk, and heard an evangelical lecture from Mr Gib, the 
miniſter there. Preached between ſermons to nearly the 
whole of the congregation, who were exceedingly attentive. 
Intimated ſermon for the evening at Weſt Wemyſs, when 
J preached. there to nearly Io people, who heard with 
much ſeriouſneſs, and though it was a damp cold night, 
and rained, ſaid they did not mind the wet, ſo as that they 
heard the goſpel. Intimated that there would be ſermon 
there next morning. NED Ln 
May 14. Preached as was intimated. The day being 
very windy and wet, obtained the town-houſe, when an aſ- 
| ſembly of about 300 or 400 met, and heard with much at- 
tention. After ſermon went and viſited a woman diſtreſ. 
ſed and apparently much concerned under the ſenſe of her 
ſpiritual danger. Edeavoured to explain to her the goſ- 
pel. Called upon another woman in the laſt ſtage of a 
conſumption, who wiſhed much to ſee me. She was de- 
plorably ignorant; and was angry for me aſking her if ſhe 
was an enemy to God. She replied, Hate God! no, 1 
am ſure I never hated him. I then aſked her, if ſhe had 
always loved him with all her heart, and foul, and mind, 
aud ſtrength? ſhe replied, ſhe had, and that the thoughts 
of God were never a moment out of her mind. After ſay- 
ing a number of things to her, prayed and departed. 
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Came on with two friends from Dyſart to Eaſt Wemyfs. 
The evening was both windy and very wet. Some per- 
ſons mentioning, that the houſe would not be able to hold 
half of the people, we went out of doors. The people 
were cherfully willing to ſtand or fit upon the wet, 
and though it rained, ſeemed not to be diſturbed. 
There might be about 400 people. Intimated ſermon for 
next morning. A conſiderable number of the neighbours 
came in to prayer in the evening. 
May 15. Preached this morning, as was intimated the 
night before, to a conſiderable congregation of very atten- 
tive hearers. After ſermon a perſon called upon me, de- 


ſirous that there ſhould be a Sabbath-evening ſchool. Left 


this place and paſſed by a ſmall village called Buckha- 
ven. Here they have a Burgher miniſter, who 1 hear 
is very attentive, and keeps a Sabbath-evening ſchool, 
which flouriſhes, and 1s the mean of doing much good. > 
Came to a village called Methil. I immediately ſent the 
bell, and preached in the evening to 300 people. The 
manners of the people in this place, and ſome others on the 
coaſt, are much corrupted. Great and frequent immora- | 
lities ſeem to be quite common amongſt them. A num- 
ber of ſea-ſaring people frequenting theſe places, may be 
one baneſul ſource of their corrupt practices. 
May 16. This morning I had an unexpected call from 
a perſon in the town, He was exceeding kind, and invit- 
ed me to his houſe. Sent about the drum to intimate 
ſermon in the evening; crofled the water and ſent infor- 
mation to Methil and Dubbſide. A good congregation, 
of about 500 or 600 people aſſembled, ſome of whom ſeem- 
ed very attentive, and many others as indifferent, Was 
_ farprifed that people could allow their children to be ſo 
noiſy and wicked while there was nen Inte 
ſermon for the next morning. 
May 17. This morning was exceſſive wet md: rainy, 
ſo that I was obliged to get a barn it was perfectly croud- 
ed, there being nearly 400 people. Many were obliged to 
go away, not being able to get in, while others ſtood at 
the outſide in the midſt of the rain. There was great at- 
tention and ſeriouſneſs. Intimated ſermon for the even- 
ing. 5 
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In the evening a large congregation of 800 or goo peo- 
oh aſſembled, who ſeemed to hear with much Sang 
and concern. 
May 18. Preached this ans at Kennoway. The con- 
gregation was ſmall, and the people apparently careleſs. 
Called upon the Burgher miniſter there. Came to Le- 
ven, and intimated ſermon for the evening. A large 
congregation aſſembled, and I preached to them for the laſt 
time. It was pleaſing to obſerve the ſeriouſneſs and at- 
tention of the hearers. After ſermon ſome perſons called 
upon me to ſee about a Sabbath- evening ſchool. I adviſ- 
ed them much to get one erected, and to have fellowſhip- 
meetings, of which I heard there was not one in this place. 
A young perſon came to talk with me about her ſoul. 

She ſeemed to be pious. There was another called, eon- 

_ cerning whom, I hope there are things accompanying ſal- 
vation. TI went alſo to ſee a poor old man, who was very 


weak and frail, and apparently drawing near to an eternal 


world. I have reaſon to think he was a pious man. He 
_ complained much of Satan's temptations. I converſed a 
little with him and prayed, for which he was very thank 
This place ſceras deplorably dead 1 in reſpect to religion. 
Every exertion to promote religion is much reproached. 
The number of illegitimate children in this place gives an 
_ awful view of its depravity of manners. A perſon guilty 
of ſuch acts of fin is ſeldom or ever called before the 
church, but is admitted to the Lord's table, after ſome 
{light ſatisfaction. to the ſeſſion, I heard that a profane 
wicked perſon who never attends the church heard me 
a every time with the greateſt attention. 
May 19. Left Leven and came to Upper Largo. Inti- 
mated ſermon, when a congregation of nearly 300 came, and 
liſtened with conſiderable attention. After ſermon went 
to Ely, which is about fix Engliſh miles from this. ve 
May 20. This. being Sabbath day, I got it intimated 
; that there would be ſermon before the kirk went in. 
Preached to a good congregation, who were very attentive, 
but was much exhauſted by the ſun's heating upon me. 
Intimated ſermon when the church diſmilled, when there 
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was but a ſmall congregation, the people having diſperſed 
to refreſh themſelves. Towards the latter end of the ſer- 
mon a great number attended. The miniſter of Pitten- 
weem preaches here. After dinner I was called urn by 
four Bereans. 

They wiſhed much to io me into the ſubject of 
their controverſy. This I endeavoured to avoid. Men- 
tioned two or three texts of ſcripture, and confined myſelf 
entirely to practical religion, and mentioning the influence 

that the belief of the truth through the Spirit muſt neceſ- 
ſarily have in purifying our hearts and lives. They were 
much diſappointed in the object they had in view; we ſe- 
parated to their apparent diſſatisfaction, without almaſt a 
word of debate. As it was earneſtly deſired that I ſhould 
preach at Nether Largo this evening, I went. A congre- 
gation of about 1200 inthe aſſembled, who liſtened with 


_ - much attention. 


May 21. Was this morning ſo ill as to be unable. to 
riſe out of bed. Got up in the afternoon, and in the even- 
ing lectured on a few verſes in the ſchool, when a conſi- 
derable number aſſembled. Intended this day to have 
gone to Collinſburgh, and Kilconquar, but my illneſs pre- 
vented this. I ſhould have mentioned alſo, that a large 
congregation had aflembled in the morning, and were di- 
appointed, by my unexpected indiſpoſition. 
ay 22. Preached this morning to a congregation of 
nearly 200 people.  Adviſed them much to get a Sabbath 
evening ſchool in this place. The miniſter of the pariſh, 
I underſtand, has an examination in the church in ſum- 
mer on Sabbath evenings. The people about the two 
Largos ſeem to be more acquainted with the doctrines of 
the goſpel than many others. Their pariſh miniſter, I un- 
derſtand, is conſidered as a preacher of the goſpel, There 
is a Relief congregation here, as alio a ſmall congregation 
of Baptiſts, the preachers of which ſhewed me much kind- 
neſs. Left this place and came to Ely, when a large con- 
gregation of nearly 800 people was aſſembled; a conſider- 
able number of the gentry were preſent. The people were 


particularly attentive, and ſerious. Intimated ſermon for 
the next evening. „ 


Mr Rate's Journal. y 49 


May 23. Preached this evening to a numerous and at- 
tentive audience ; they ſhewed much anxiety that I ſhould 
| Prom to them again. 

May 24. In the morning bel at Earlsferry, toa 
very attentive auditory; after ſermon diſtributed pam- 
Phlets, which they received with eagerneſs. An elderly. 
woman, who had come all the way from Leven, expreſſed 
much ſatisfaction in what ſhe heard, and ſaid that ſhe ſaw 
things in another light than ever ſhe had done before. 
Returned to Ely; the people importuned me much to come 
and preach to them on the Sabbath, as their kirks would 
be vacant that day. In the afternoon walked to St Mo- 
nance, a fiſhing town on the water fide. Having intimated 
| ſermon by the bell, preached to about 30⁰ people, who 
heard in general with little attention. 

May 25. Preached at St Monance this morning to 
nearly 200 people, who ſeemed rather inattentive. The 
day was exceſſively warm. Went in the afternoon to Pit- 
tenweem. Sent intimation of ſermon, and preached in the 
ſtreet to about 800 people, who heard with a very fixed 
and ſerious attention. This Place {comes to be yery dead 
and careleſs. 

May 26. Came to Auftrother; Picached i in the even- 

ing to about 300 people, on the fide of the harbour. Ma- 
ny were very attentive, and others the reverſe. 8 
ed ſermon for the Monday evening. 6: 

May 27. Having been much importuned, as before men- 
_ tioned, to preach at Ely, I reſolved to ſpend this day, be- 
ing Sabbath, there. Went and preached to a congregation 
of about 1000 people, who were exceedingly attentive; a 
number of the moſt reſpectable perſons about the place 
Were preſent. Preached again in the afternoon to rather a 


5 larger congregation than in the morning; the greateſt ſe- 


riouſneſs and attention prevailed. There were alſo ſeve- 
ral ſoldiers preſent, who heard with much attention. There 
are no diſſenting places of worſhip here. The people in 
general ſeem to be ſober and decent. At Balcaſkie, there 
is a ſmall independent meeting. A young man, a Burgher 
ſtudent, who keeps a ſchool here, has lately begun teach- 
ing a Sabbath-evening ſchool, and has the uſe of the pariſh 
church. I hope his labours will be a means of doing much 


8 
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good. The people here ſhewed much kindneſs; . 1 
know not of any particular effects produced in any. Preach- 


ed on the evening of this day at St Monance for the laſt 


time. Conſidering the ſhort intimation they had received, 
a good congregation aſſembled, a number of whom were 
not very attentive. This is a moſt careleſs place. There 


is here a ſmall Antiburgher meeting lately built, but there 
is no ſettled miniſter, and it 1s only occaſionally that they 
have preaching. 


May 28. Preached this evening at Eaſter Anftruther, 


| to a very large congregation. No people could be more 
_ attentive. 


May 29. Preached this evening at Crail to a good con- 


gregation of about 400 people, who were very attentive. 
The miniſter of the pariſh there, heard me moſt part of 


the time. After ſermon he came and ſhook hands with 
me, ſaid that theſe were the doctrines he was accuſtomed 
to preach to his people, and that he was glad to hear ſuch 
inſtructions given to them. A number of perſons from 
Anſtruther were preſent this evening. Returned to An- 
ſtruther after ſermon. 

May 30. Preached this morning at Cellardykes, a fiſh= 


ing town adjoining to Anſtruther, and near to the village 
of Kilrenny, About 500 people aſſembled, who were ve- 
ry attentive. A number of fiſhermen were preſent. An- 


ſtruther, as far as I can learn, has been a moſt wicked 
place. It is to be remarked, however, that there are ma- 


ny godly people ſcattered here and there in it. A Bur- 
gher ſtudent, who has been for ſome time a teacher in this 
place, and who ſeems to be a very pious excellent man, 

has had one night in the week evenings appointed for teach⸗ 


ing children after the manner of a Sabbath- evening ſchool. 


I underſtand that he has given peculiar ſatisfaction in his | 


manner of conducting it. People at the diſtance of four or 
five miles, have been accuſtomed to attend. And in the 
children are to be ſeen the moſt plating evidences of im- 


provement and benefit. 


This evening preached again at Crail. Had a very good 


congregation. Came back to Anſtruther after ſermon. 
There is here a Burgher meeting lately built, but there is 


as yet no ſettled miniſter. 


* 
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June 1. Came to Kingſbarns. A good congregation aſ- 
ſembled, who were very attentive. 
1 0 2. Preached again this morning to a large con- 
ation, who liſtened with attention. After ſermon went 
t Andrew! s, intending to preach in the evening. Se- 
ol circumſtances, however, prevented. After having 
intimated that there would be ſermon to-morrow evening, 


being Sabbath, went to a place called Boarhills, about 


five miles from St Andrew's, and gave intimation that I 
was to preach twice next day. 5 
Sabbath, June 3. Preached this morning at Boarkills ; ; 
a good number of people aſſembled for ſo ſmall a vil- 
lage. I underſtand ſome of them had not been in a kirk 
for years. They heard with general attention. The 
ſchoolmaſter ſeems a pious man. He er me 
with his ſchool. Preaclied again in the afternoon to the 
ſame, or rather a greater number of people, and then came 
to St Andrew's. Juſt before the time appointed to preach, 
a very heavy fall of ram came on, and there was no appear- 
ance of it abating. I aſked if they could think of any place 
of ſhelter, where we could aſſemble? they replied they 
could think of none. Obſerving to the people that it would 
be difagreeable for them to ſtand in the wet, and they might 
be in danger of catching cold, they anſwered they would 


Tl ſtay, and ſeemed perfectly willing to bear the ram. We 


then went to the old cathedral yard, and I preached to a- 
bout 500 or 600 people, who were aſtoniſhingly attentive. 


Though it rained inceſſantly, I did not obſerve above two 


perſons go away. One or two of the magiſtrates were pre- 
ſent. After ſermon, I exhorted to Sabbath Schools, pray- 
er- meetings, and to procure the magazines, and then diſtri- 
buted a number of tracts, and ended by intimating ſermon 
for the next evening, being Monday, 
Monday, June 4. Went this morning and preached a a- 
gain at Boarhills, to nearly as many as on the Sabbath. 
The ſchoolmaſter here keeps a Sabbath- evening ſchool, 
but meets with much diſcouragement. The people were 
anxious that I ſhould preach to them again. In the even- 
ing came to St Andrew's, and preached as was intimated. 
Exhorted to Sabbath-evening ſchools, &c. and then diſtri- 

| buted pamphlets, as formerly. Intimated ſermon for the 
| Weduelday © * * 


32 Proceedings of the Society, 1798. 


June 5. Preached this evening at a place called the 
Grange, about a mile or more from St Andrew's, when a 
conſiderable number afſembled for ſo ſmall a place. Came 


to St Andrew's, and preached in the evening at a place 


where I had been invited to come, called Strathtyrum, a- 
bout three miles from St Andrew's, but in the ſame pariſh. 
A very conſiderable congregation aſſembled, who were ex- 
ceedingly attentive, and one young perſon ſcemingly much 
affected. The people ſhewed much kindneſs, _ 

June 6. Returned to St Andrew's to preach there this 
evening as was intimated. A. congregation of about 1000 
people aſſembled, who were as attentive as any People could 
be. | 
June 7. This day left St Andrew's. Walked to Lenchars, 


about five miles from St Andrew's ; two perſons accom- 


panying me part of the 1 Preached here this . 1 155 


to a good congregation. 

June 8. Preached again AY in this place, but found 
the heat of the weather weakened me much. Went and 
| viſited a poor afflicted woman under the agonies of extreme 

pain. She ſeemed to be ſuitably Pau, with her guilt 
and helpleſſneſs, and expreſſed her confidence only in the 

finiſhed work of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. After having con- 
_ verſed with her and prayed, ſhe was exceedingly thankful, 
and anxious that I ſhould call again. | 

June 9. Being much importuned to preach at St An- 

drew's to-morrow evening, being Sabbath, ſent inti- 

mation that I would be there. Having alſo been much 
preſſed to preach again at Strathtyrum, which I formerly 
had done, I conſented to preach there twice on the Sabbath, 
and fulfil 3 in the evening my engagement at St Andrew's. 


Went this afternoon to Dundee water fide, and preached 


at a conſiderable village, called Ferry of Parton Craigs. 
The people had but ſhort intimation ; however a good 
number aſſembled, who heard with remarkable attention 
and ſeriouſneſs. After preaching returned to Leuchars. 
HSGabbath, June 10. Went this morning to Strathtyrum, 
in the pariſh of St Andrew's, when a large congregation, 
of at leaſt 1000 people, aſſembled. Their attention was in 
| general, fixed, and ſeveral ſeemed much aſfe&ted, | Preach. 
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£d again, after about an hour's interval, to the ſame atten. 


tive audience, Then went to St Andrew's, when I obſer. 
ved that about too people had been out from it | hearing 
me in the former parts of the day. I had altered the place 


ͤ—œ—ĩ æñ. —— 2 — 


"gf preaching this evening for the links at the ends of the ; 


town, which happened very fortunately, for a great croud 
of people had gathered, nearly 3000. Having taken my 


ſtation on the top of an high hill, where the intenſe rays 
of the ſun ſhone directly upon me, I was much exhauſted 


with ſpeaking. I found that all the people heard, which 


was much owing to their great filence and attention. 


When I finiſhed, they departed with great decency. I 


hope the Lord has not ſuffered his word, JOHOR. in this 
place, to fall to the ground. 


June 11. Having returned to 1 where 1 had 
only preached twice, and the people wiſhing me to preach 

again, I conſented ; but found myſelf ſo weak when preach- 

ing, as with difficulty to ſpeak, and e 1 ſhould have 


been obliged to give over. 
June 12. This day found great bodily 8 Foro lan- 


guor. Viſited a good many of the people, and converſed 
with them about their ſouls. Called again upon the afflid- 
ed woman formerly mentioned. This ſeems to be a very 


careleſs place, as are moſt places near St Andrew's. 


June 13. Preached this evening at Ferry-Parton Craigs. 
But being unable to get any perſon to go about with the 


bell, it was not generally known, A very attentive con- 


gregation however aſſembled. About this part of the coun- 


try there are few Seceders ; ſo that if they do not hear the 


goſpel in the Eſtabliſhment, my can ſcarcely hear it any 


where elle. 


June 14. Finding male very 8 from the great heat 
of the weather, ſpent this day in the company and conver- 
ſation of a friend at Forgan, from which I derived much 
pleaſure, and I hope henefit. 


June 15, Went from Forgan to Dundee with a view af 


: preaching. Sent for the bell-man in order to intimate ſer- 
mon. As he could not go, and it was too late to ſend in- 


formation any other way, I was obliged to defer it cull the 
nent evening. 


June 16. Preached this evening at Dundee, 05 * 


ſure. 
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tent erected in the yard of the Burgher meeting there. A 
good congregation of about 700 people aſſembled, who 


were very ſerious and attentive. 


Sabbath, June 17. Being much importuned to dend 


one Sabbath at Forgan, and being but weak, was prevailal 


upon. A tent was erected, in which I preached to a con- 
gregation exceedingly attentive. Preached again in the af- 
ternoon, the people remarkably ſerious, and ſome affected. 
After we came out, one perſon ſpake with me, and ſaid, 


| whille the tears ſtood in his eyes, that by what he had 
Heard preached, he hoped he had been brought to the 
knowledge of Chriſt, and made willing in the day of divine 


power. He earneſtly entreated me to come and preach a- 
gain in the village where he lived. There were attending 


at Forgan people from Dundee and various pariſhes. 

iin. - Th day intended to preach at Cupar, but 
an exceſſive fall of rain, e mage with thunder and 

lightning, prevented me. 


June 19. Went this day to Cupar, having deen en- 


gaged to preach onee more in the pariſh of Forgan the fol- 
| lowing evening, it being a central place for people to come 


to. Having arrived at Cupar, ſent about the bell imme- 
diately, and preached to a very decent and attentive con- 
gregation. 


June 20. Having to preach in the pariſh of Forgan, x T2 


thonght that there would ſcarcely be a congregation, owing 


to the heavy rain. However'a conſiderable number came, 


even from a diſtance, and ſome of them wet through. 
The people ſeemed to hear with much attention and plea- 


June 21. Came chis day again to 98 A heavy fall 


of rain came on in the evening, but we could not obtain 


any place of ſhelter. Few people came out; and as the 


rain was fo heavy, I thought perhaps it would be better to 


defer preaching. However I gave them a ſhort e 5 


to which they were very attentive. 


June 22. Having intimated ſermon for Giiper this even- 
ing, I preached accordingly 1 to a ge and attentive con- 
gregation. 

June 23. Preached this evening at Blebo Craigs, which 


15 near to the pariſhes of Kembeck and Dairſie and about 
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four miles from Cupar. There are but few houſes in it; 
however a large congregation, of about 600 people of all 
denominations, were preſent, and exceedingly attentive. As 


I was much intreated to ſpend the Sabbath here, I conſent- 
ed to preach twice in the former part of the day, and at 


Cupar in the evening. 


Sabbath, June 24. Preached this morning at Blebo 
Craigs to a large congregation, and after an interval ad- 
drefled them again; they were exceedingly attentive and 
ſerious. In the afternoon left this place, and came to Cu- 
par. About 2000 people aſſembled, who heard with the 

utmoſt earneſtneſs and attention. Found myſelf much fa- 
tigued in the evening. 


June 25. Went this day to Ceres, and preached i in the 


evening to a large congregation, in the Relief tent; they 


were very attentive. | 
June 26, Farſield. Preached here this morning when 


a ſmall congregation met, it being the fair day at Ceres, 
and wet. 


June 27. Left Cupar to day, and came to Need 


Cupar appears to be a remarkably careleſs place, though 


there are a number of good people in it. Having arrived 
at Newburgh, I ſent about the bell, when a good number 


5 of people aſſembled, who heard with much attention. 


June 28. Preached again this evening at Newburgh. 
On account of the rain, application was made for the Burg- 
aer meeting, which was readily granted, A larger con- 


gregation than the former one aſſembled, and ſeemed to be 


very attentive. Not one ſerious perſon called upon me 
in this place, and J could get little or no information con- 


cerning it. There ſeems nothing of a public ſpirit here in 


reſpect to religion, and no means adopted. for the general 
good of ſouls, 


June 29. Came this tay to > Lumquhat i in the pariſh of 
Moneymeal, intending to preach. By the time I came there 
I was nearly wet through; could get no place under cover 


to preach in, and was therefore prevented. 
June 30. Went this day to Falkland, wiſhing to "WY 


0 the Sabbath there, as I heard it was an exceedingly i igao- 
rant place. Sent for the bell- man who was not to be 


found. At length the evening was ſo far ſpent as to ren- 
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der it too late for preaching. Intimated Deen, however, 


for the Sabbath morning. 


Sabbath, July 1. There was no preaching in the pa- 
riſh-church here to-day, on account of the Lord's ſupper 


being diſpenſed in two different places. After 1 had be- 


gun to preach, a torrent of rain poured down, which ſcat- 
tered the people in an inſtant, ſome flying one way, and 
ſome another. Many were wet through in the ſpace of a 
few minutes. and obliged to go home and change their 
clothes. A. place under cover being enquired after, we 


obtained a large ſtable, near to the old palace. However, 
the rain abating, the people choſe rather to be out of doors, 
_ whilſt I preached from an old window to a very attentive 


congregation. Preached again in the afternoon to about 
1000 people, who heard with great ſeriouſneſs. This place 


ſeems to be in a moſt deplorably ignorant, wicked. ſtate ; 


impiety much abounds in it. Preached in the evening at 
Newton, a village at about a mile 8 diſtance from it, to a 


ſmall congregation. 


July 2. Preached this evening at Frucht to a large con- 
gregation in the Burgher meeting, where they have lately 
got a miniſter ſettled. There are a number of people in 
this place, among whom my his labours be abundantly : 


bleſſed! 


July 3. Preachpd this evening at a „ papulcnis vllage 


; called Kettle. Almoſt the whole of the people came out 


immediately, and heard with very great attention. I ur- 
ged them to get Sabbath-evening ſchools. | 

July 4. Preached again this evening at Kettle; a hs 
congregation aſſembled, who were as attentive as formerly. | 
The Relief miniſter was preſent, and ſhewed me much at- 


tention, Viſited this day ſeveral perſons in diſtreſs ; one 


of them diſteſſed in her mind. Spoke to her of the goſ- 
pel ; ſhe ſaid ſhe believed all chat! mentioned, and that ſhe 

believed the goſpel too, but could receive no cowfort ; en- 
deavoured to ſhew that ſhe had either wrong apprehenſions 
of the goſpel, or did not believe, elſe it was impoſſible not 


to receive relief to the mind from it. She ſeemed to re- 
_ ceive comfort in what was ſpoken. Being much preſſed to 


preach to them again, I mes a the following! Tueſ- 
day. 
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July 5. Came this evening to Leſlie, and preached on 
the ſide of a hill, to a congregation of about 500 people, 
who were in general very attentive. 

July 6. Preached this evening at Markinch. Gave or- 
ders to the bell to go round; but underſtood, that, from 
the influence of ſome perſon, it had been prevented. The 
intimation therefore could not be ſo general, yet a great 
number aſſembled, who were exceedingly attentive. 


July 7. edel this evening again at Leſlie, to a 8 


greater number than before. The people were very at- 
tentive and ſerious. Some ſeemed much affected. As 
the ſacrament was to be diſpenſed on the following Sab- 
| bath, 1 warned them of the aggravated guilt of partak- 
ing of the Lord's ſupper, unleſs they were really his dif 
_ clples. 

Sabbath, July 8. Game this morning from Leſlie to 
Kinglaſſey. There was no preaching here to-day, on ac- 
count of the Lord's ſupper being diſpenſed at Leſlie. 
Sufficient intimation not having been made, a ſmall 
congregation aſſembled; they were, however, very atten- 
tive, and deſirous I ſhould come again, which I intimated 
would be on the following Wedneſday. In the evening 
came into Leſlie. Preached to about Joo, who heard with 
very great attention. This place ſeems to be in a deplo- 
| Table ſituation in reſpect to vital religion. There are 

-here, however, a number of pious people, though much at- 
tached to the traditions of the fathers. Prejudices run ex- 
coeedingly high; a lamentable evidence of this appears 

from the following fact. A Sabbath- evening ſchool was 

formed by the mutual agreement and countenance of 

perſons of various denominations. After about three 
months this unanimity was broken. Many withdrew, and 
did every thing to diſcountenance this uſeful inſtitution; 
to the diſapprobation, however, of thoſe of their members 
who had more of a Chriſtian ſpirit.---Tniquity much a- 
bounds here. The youth are remarkably diffolute....T 

muſt acknowledge the Chriſtian Kindneſs and affection I 
received from ſeveral perſons of this piace. 
July 10. Preached this evening at Kettle, as I had en- 
gaged. A congregation of about 800 people aſſembled, 
who heard with great attention, One woman who Was 


Pl 


3 —— — — — 
at 


58 Proceedings of the Society, 1 798. 


poorly, ſaid ſhe had received ſome benefit from the 
diſcourſe. The people here ſeem in general decent and ſo- 
ber, and remarkably ready to hear. They have the goſpel 


" preached by a Relief miniſter. They ſhewed me much 
Kindneſs. After ſermon I viſited one or two ſick perſons. 


July 11. Preached this evening at Kinglaſley to a very 
large aſſembly, a great number of whom had come from dif- 
ferent pariſhes, They heard with great attention. | 

July 13. Preached this evening at Auchtertool to an 
attentive congregation. | 


Fuly 14. Went this day to Lochgelly i in the pariſh of 


Auchterderan, and preached in the evening to a good con- 
gregation, who were very attentive. Jatimated ſermon for 


the next day, being Sabbath. 
Sabbath, July t5. Preached this morning at Lochgelly, 


when a heavy rain came on. Got, however, an old houſe 
to ſpeak in, as the Burgher meeting, though there was no 
_ preaching in it, was not granted. The people were ex- 
ceedingly attentive indeed. Preached again in the after- 


noon, when there was much the ſame number. Intended 
to have gone to Auchterderan, and preach in the evening, 


but the rain prevented. They have a ih miniſter at 
Lochgelly, who preaches the goſpel. 


July 16. Preached again this evening at 3 


to a very attentive congregation. The N here are re- 


n kind and thankful. 
Fuly 19. Preached this evening again at . 
the people, as formerly, were very ſerious and attentive. ; 
July 22. This being the ſacrament Sabbath at Auch- 
terderan, reſolved to preach there this evening. There was 
a great fall of rain, ſo that I was wet through in ſome parts 
before 1 got there. However in the evening it was fair. 


I was rather poorly through weakneſs and cold, but was 


enabled to ſpeak out, ſo as the large aſſembly preſent 


could eaſily hear. The people, eſpecially at the Iatter end 


of the difcourle, were very attentive. After ſermon diſtri- 


buted a good number of the tracts among them. The 
Tchoolmaſter here was kind, and ſeems to be a well dif 


ed man. Was deſirous of having a Sabbath evening ſchool, 


but ſaid, he had no one to ſupport him. 


Jay 24. Hearing that at Weſt Wemyſs they were ex- 
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ceed! VE anxious that I ſhould ſpeak to them once more, 
I went this day. Though it was the fair day at Gallatown 
near Dyfart, a large congregation aflembled, and ſeemed to 
be conſiderably unprefſed. Intimated ſermon. for 770 | 


Thurſday evening. 


July 26. Preached again this evening at Weſt Wemyfs. 
There was a great fall of rain, from five to fix o'clock, 


which probably prevented many at a diſtance from eom- 


ing. At the time of preaching the rain went off, when a 


large aſſembly met, and heard with much ferioufneſs. Af- 
ter ſermon, the people were anxious I thould promife to 


_ preach again. The Sabbath after J left this place, they 
began a Sabbath-evening fchool, which proſpers. It is 
well attended by great numbers both of old and young. 


_ Perſons of 20 years of age ſubmit to be ſcholars. Another 


7 pleaſing eireumſtanee which ought to be mentioned is, that 
Me Teltord, the Burgher miniſter at Buckhaven, fince I 
firſt preached there, has gone ſeveral times, and. preached 


in the middle of the town. Mr Frafer, the Burgher mi- 


niſter of Kinroſs, has alſo preached there. They have 


alfo got a flouriſhing Sabbath ſchool at Eaſt Wemyſs. 


Sabbath, Fuly 29. Being much importuned to preach 
at Aberdour, 2 very ignorant wicked place, I went there 
to- day to preach ; it being the ſacrament Sabbath at Inver- 
Ekiething, moſt of theſe who were well diſpoſed were there. 
In the morning preached to a ſmall congregation before 


ſermon in the Kirk. This E is in a moſt deplorable ſitu- 


ation. 


Fully 30, 31. PEPE ſome time in e viſtiog the people 
near Templehall, who feem entirely 1gnorant even of a 


form cf ſound words. I have with pleaſure, however, to 
mention concerning Auchtertool, that my labours have not 


been altogether 1 in vain in the Lord. Since I firſt leſt it, 

a praying Society has been formed, which they find very 

_ Pleaſant. They have eſtabliſhed a religious library, and a 
Sabbath-evening ſchool has been begun. It is well attends 


ed, and I hope will proſper. 


Another extraordinary general meeting of the Society 


was held on the 22d of May, when Alexander M*Kenzie, 


8 Proceedings of the Society, 1798. 


of. whoſe Chriſtian chara&er, and of his abilities for the 
office of a catechiſt, they had received the fulleſt ſatisfac- 
tion, was taken into the Society's ſervice. He was ap- 
pointed to travel by an extenſive circuit through the North 
Highlands. This mode was adopted, in order to give a 
general idea through the country of the utility of Sabbath 
ſchools. Having completed his route, he was ſent to 
the Weſtern Ifles, where he now labours with ſome ap- 
 pearance of ſucceſs. 
As the operations of the W were has indeed to 
the Highlands, it became neceſſary to have Gaelic tracts 
for diſtrjbution. The Friendly Advice, Addreſs from a 
Stranger, Plain Truths, and the Addreſs to Children, were 
accordingly tranſlated, and 5000 copies of each printed. 
The Society alſo ordered 5000 of the Aſſembly's Shorter 
Catechiſm in Gaelic to be printed; and a gentleman, much 
intereſted in the progreſs of the Society, conſidering the 
Shorter Catechiſm calculated for communicating Scriptu- 
ral knowledge in an eaſy manner, gave a preſent of 5000 
more to the Society. They are wholly diſtributed gratis. 
On the 29th of June, another extraordinary general 
meeting was called, when William Tulloch from Orkney 
was appointed catechiſt, and his ſtation fixed for the Ork- 
ney Iſles. Beſides employing himſelf diligently in the 
religious inſtruction of children and others, he was inſtruct- 
ed to employ as much time as he could ſpare, in teaching 
poor children to read; a practice which has ſince been re- 
commended to all the Society? s catechiſts *. He has ac- 
cordingly laboured in Orkney, with much. Naas ſince 
the date of his appointment; and is alſo now inſtructed to 
viſit een the Shetland Illes. 


The chird quarterly meeting - the 8 was | held on 
the 12th of July. At this meeting a Letter of Inſtrue- 
tions, defining the preciſe duties of the Society's preachers 
and catechiſts was read. This letter, after being maturely 
conſidered at a ſubſequent meeting, was ordered to be print- 
ed, not only for the uſe of the preachers and catechiſts, 
employed by the Society, but that the public at lange might 


* See particular induction to catechiſts, ſubjoined. 
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be able to judge of the utility of the Society, by having 
its preciſe object fully laid before them. Copies were ac- 
cordingly ſent to the principal towns of Scotland. It was 
alſo publiſhed in the Miſſionary Magazine. 
Mr Bennet, miniſter of Rumſay in England, having come 

to Edinburgh, on his way to Aberdeen, was requeſted to 
preach in the principal towns on his way to that city, and 
alſo to itinerate in the neighbonring country, during his 
ſtay in Aberdeen. With this requeſt Mr Bennet — 
The following are extracts from his journal. 


Monday, Auguft 27. Left Edinburgh i in the mail. In dil. 
eee. the tracts by the road ſide, the paſſengers in the 
coach obſerved, and wiſhed to ſee them; upon which I 
gave each a ſet of them. One of them who had reſided 
ſome years in Demerary, lamented the ſtate of that place, 
wherethere were more than 20,0c0 ſouls, without any teach- 
er of religion ; and obſerved, that it would be a proper and 
encouraging field for the labours of a miſſionary. Preach- 
ed in the evening, on Rev. xxi. 6. © I will give unto him 
that is athirſt, of the fountain of the water of life freely.“ 
Next morning, at nine o'clock, preached in Glover's-yard 
upon 1 Cor. xvi. 22. Some unknown perſons expreſſed 
a pleaſure in my preaching there, and a ſenſe of the need 
of ſtrangers, to create a ſtir and concern among them. Af- 
terwards ſpoke with a young perſoif who ſeems ſeriouſly 
aſking the way to Zion, with the face thitherward. 

Auguſt 28. Went forward to Dundee; where, on ac- 

count of a fair, I did not preach till between fix and ſeven 
in the evening: Then addreſſed about 1 500 in a back yard 
upon Ezek. xxxvi. 27. When the people preſſed eagerly 
to receive the tracts, which I afterwards diſperſed, I ob- 
ſerved to them, I ſhould be more happy to ſee them eager 


to come to Chriſt ; and that if they applied to God for 
new hearts, he would not ſay to them, as I muſt of the 


pamphlets, they are all gone. Preached there again next 
morning at eight o'clock, to about the ſame number, on 
2 Cor, iv. 6. They were exceedingly : attentive, and ſeem- 
ed to drink in the word with eagerneſs. One perſon af- 
_ terwards 1mportunately aſked, if I would come to the quar- 

ter where he reſided, which is near St Andrew' s. By his 
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repeating the requeſt, and with reluctanee raking a nega= 
tive, I hope he had good views in aſking. 
| Auguſt 29. Came to Arbroath and publiſhed ſermon 


: by the bell for fix o'clock in the evening. Towards 200 
people aſſembled in Kaven kirk yard, to whom I preached 


from 1 Tim. i. 15. In the ſame place next morning preach« 


ed on the words of Chrift, There is joy in heaven over one 
ſinner that repenteth. When entering Arbroath, J ſpoke 
with a poor girl, who ſeemed about twelve or fourteen 
years old; and amongſt other queſtions, aſced her if the 
knew who was our Saviour? She anſwered, Adam and 


Eve. Being ſurpriſed at her ignorance, I aſked her if the 


went to the Sabbath fchool ? fhe ſaid, no; for they had not 
been long ſet up. I mentioned the ignoranee of this girl 
to the people, and exhorted them to exert themſelves for | 
the Sabbath evening-fchool. g 


Auguſt 30. Preached in the evening at /Wotrerbls; In : 
the Burgher meeting houſe to a confiderable and attentive 
audience. The text was, Thefe ſhall make war with 
the Lamb, and the Lamb hall overcome them. Spoke 
of the different ways of oppoſing Chriſt, and the dreadful 
and certain conſequences of verfiting. 1 feel lefs ſatisfac- 
tion in preaching this way, than when addreſſing a ſmall 
congregation out of doors ; 3 becaufe thoſe who aſfemble in 
a houſe where the gofpel 1s ſtatedly preached, are not fuch 
as need the labours of miſſionarĩes, while the ſtrangers who 


are attracted by a ſermon out of doors, are 9 per- 
ſons who never otherwife hear the goſpel. 


Monday, September 17. Went to Old Meldrum, and 
preached in the evening, on the ſtairs of the town- hall, to 


at firſt eight or ten, though they afterwards increaſed to 
fifty or fixty. The fubject of difcourſe was Jer. vin. 22. 


As there had been the preceding day, fome perſon who 


Preached and gathered money of the people; I particular- 
ly told them, that thoſe who came from the Society for 


Propagating the Gofpel at Home, never ſuffered any cot- 


lection to be made; that it was not their money, but the 


ſalvation of their ſouls that we fought. I perceived this 
made a good impreſſion upon the minds of many; ſome 
who ſtood at a diftance, aſhamed to draw near, now ſhew- 
ed more regard, and pulled off their hats in prayer. Is 
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there mot reaſon to believe, that Satan has taken that craf- 
ty method of hurting the cauſe of home miſſions, by ſend- 
Ang out ſome of his ſervants as miſſionaries. Some of the 
poor people earneſtly entreated me to come and preach to 
them on Sabbath, as they ſhould otherwiſe have no ſermon. 


Well may our God complain, My ben are deſtroyed for 
lack of knowledge! 


September 18. Preached about noon at Commingſton on 


John iii. 14, 1 5. and at Newbyth in the evening, after it . 


was dark, and the people had left the harveſt-field. The 
houſe was crouded, and they attentively heard, Wanke I ad- 
dreſſed them from Mat. ix. 12. 
September 19. Preached at Strichen in \ the new factory 
upon Rom. iii. 25. The people received the word with at- 
tention, and affection. At the requeſt of the people, 1 
preached at Newbyth again in the evening, on Phil. iii. 9. 
Many deſired to come into the houſe to family-worſhip. 


September 20. Came to Huntly, and preached in the | 


Antiburgher houſe, to a numerous and affectionate congre- 
gation, who ſeem all alive to the things of God. On Fri- 
day, preached there again, and then went to Inverury, 8 
where 1 e at ſeven in the evening to a ſmall Num 
26-4." 

September 22. At Kintore preached i in a hatin a ed 
able number of people, who were thankful and attentive. 
They expreſſed a with to have a Sabbath ſchool, to which 
I exhorted and encouraged them, and though they pleaded 
ignorance, yet two or three ſeemed willing to attempt to 
be teachers, provided ſome one would go and commence it 
among them. The chief man of the place, though he de- 

_ clined coming to hear, told ſome of the congregation, that 

he would do all in his power to favour a Sabbath ſchool. 
Monday, October 1. Preached at Hargate, about a mile 

Frome Aberdeen in Dyers hall, A conſiderable number 
of people, and very attentive. The ſubject was the pub- 
lican's prayer, (God be merciful to me a ſinner.” TI have 
ſince converſed with ſome perſons who have been convitt- | 
ed and humbled under that diſcourſe. 3 

Odgober 18. Preached at Old Meldrum at fix 8 
in the evening, in the town-hall, which was crouded, and 
many ſtood without; for 500 people liſtened with attention, 


£ 
ko , 

. 
* L 
> 1 

4 

* 1 


m. 2 


64 Proceedings of the Society, 1798. 


| while I addrefſed them from the words of John, © Herein 


is love, not that we loved God,” &c. Publiſhed preaching 
in the morning at half paſt eight o'clock, when a confider- 


able congregation again aſſembled ; and many ſeemed to 


hear with gladneſs and profit from the words of Chriſt, 


7 ohn vi. 45. This people ſeem athirſt for the word of life. 


hey expreſſed the utmoſt gratitude ſor my labours, and 


cearneſtly wiſhed to hear the goſpel, lamenting their preſent 
ſituation. I hope they WIE be attended to again, as I gave 
them 75 85 — 


On che zoth of Ld, Udny Aa and James Wil- 


ſon were received as catechiſts. The former was ſent to 
| Peterhead and the neighbouring country; the latter to 
_ Caſtle Douglas and its neighbourhood. The Society have 
_ peculiar ſatisfaction in ſtating, that very ample teſtimony 


has been borne to the good conduct and activity of theſe ca- 


techiſts; and that when, by ſome new arrangements, (of 
which an account ſhall afterwards be given), it was found 

_ neceſſary to remove them from thoſe places, the people 

_ earneſtly ſolicited their continuance among them.--- Teſtt- 
monies of the ſame kind have been received as to ſeveral 


other catechiſts from the Society; and in one inſtance by the 


Sheriff of the county, and the aer of the burgh 
where one of them was ſtationed, 


Mr Garie, miniſter in Perth, having been requeſted to 


itinerate as extenſively round Perth, as his ſtated duties 


in his congregation would admit, readily complied. He 
has accordingly begun his labours. May he hays many 


additional ſeals to his miniſtry ! ' 


The fourth general meeting of the Society was held on 
the 11th of October, when an application was received 
from ſome of the members of a late Relief congregation in 
Kirriemuir, Angus: ſhire, ſtating, that, for a variety of rea- 


ſons, they had been under the neceſſity of throwing off | 
their connection with a young man, their miniſter ; that 


they had alſo ſeparated from the Relief body; and there- 


fore praying the Society to conſider their circumſtances, 
and ſend a preacher to them as ſpeedily as poſlible.-.-This 
caſe appeared to the Society peculiarly delicate. They 
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felt for the ſituation of the people of Kerriemuir, but it 
appeared to them highly improper to interfere in their 
diſputes. After maturely conſidering the matter there- 
fore, and fully converſing with a delegate ſent from Kirrie- 
muir, they were anſwered, that the Society would do all 
in their power for the town and neighbourhood of Kirrie- 
muir, as a place much in need of the goſpel, while they 
would, on no account, intermeddle with party differences. 
. -Geveral preachers from the Society have accordingly 
ſince proclaimed the words of eternal life in Kirriemuir. 
A letter was read from Mr Ward, miniſter of the Epiſ- 
copal chapel, Old Deer, Aberdeeuſhire, i in which he agreed 
to the Society's propoſal of itinerating in his neighbour. 
hood, under their inſpection. Of Mr Ward's unexcepti- 
onable Chriſtian character, of his evangelical Nane es 
and of his zealous concern to promote the knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Society were aſſured from undoubted au- 
thority. They therefore accepted his offer with much ſa- 
tisfaction. The following is an extract from one of his 
letter, dated rath March. 1799. 


« YESTERDAY I preached in the neighbouring village of iT 
Cruden, where I had been invited by a member of the Se- 
ceſſion church. The weather changed that morning, and 
proved very cold, with wind and ſnow ; but having made 
the appointment, I was determined, *with the Lord's help, 

to keep it, though it would be impoſſible to preach abroad, 
and might prevent my going further at that time, as I had 
intended. I preached in a barn to a larger congregation 
than I could have expected, the place being entirely in the 
country, conſiſting of a few houſes ſcattered here and there, 
at ſome diſtance from each other, and the evening being 
very cold. I preached on theſe words, from Heb. x11. 13, 
14. Let us go forth to him without the camp,” &c. 


The people were very attentive, and eagerly received the 


Society's tracts. At their requeſt a collection was made 
for a poor woman in diſtreſs in the neighbourhood, whom 
1 afterwards viſited, and they expreſſed a deſire for me to 
return and preach again, which J have promiſed to do. 
The congregation was formed from members of four dif- 
ferent churches in the pariſh, who perhaps never met to- 
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that before, except to tranſadt worldly buſineſs. As the 
word appeared to be acceptable, I have hope that it may 
be uſeful. But, alas! how evidently it appears here, as 
well as in England, that we have a name to live, but are 
dead,---dead as to the power of divine grace in the heart. 
This ſtrikes me particularly from the conduct of ſome pro- 
feſſors of the goſpel here, who will not ſtir to promote it, 
though from their profeſſion we ſhould hope better things; 
but, like the prieſts and levites, they will not go out of 
their way to help the man in diſtreſs. There are, howe- 
ver, a few names of thoſe who adorn the goſpel ; we la- 
ment only that they are ſo few comparatively, and pray 
that the Lord would cauſe the church to“ br ic her 
cords, and ſtrengthen her ſtakes.” 
When the collection was made, I atvertifed the hear- 
ers, that it was a rule of the Society to have no collection 


made, though I did not refuſe their 2 it chen for a 
charitable purpoſe. a> 


Ata meeting held 27th October, Mr Loader, miniſter 

of Fordingbridge in Hampſhire, being then on his way to 
Aberdeen, was recommended as a proper perſon to be em- 
ployed by the Society. Being well aſſured of Mr Loader's 
piety and abilities, he was requeſted to undertake this ſer- 
vice; and having ſigniſied his willingneſs, he was requeſt- 
ed to preach in the principal towns on his way to Aber- 
deen, and in the country around, during his reſidence in 
that city. Mr Loader accordingly prenetion as often as 
the weather permitted. 

Dec. 4. Six young men, well known to the Society, 
teachers of Sabbath ſchools, were ſent by different routes, 
through ſeveral towns along the coaſt of Fife, &c. to 
eſtablith ſchools, and to endeavour to find ſerious people, 
who ſhould take charge of them. It would be tedious to 
detail the particulars of this journey. In general, it may 
be obſerved, that they were ſucceſsful above expectation. 
A good many ſchools were begun, ſeveral of which are 
kept up, and doing well. Serious impreſſions too were 
made 1n the minds of ſome, eſpecially young people, which 
appear to be abiding. Several young men, of unexcep- 
tionable character, were alſo ſent into the nei 1gbbeurhood 
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of Glaſgow, whoſe labours appear to have been accompa- 
nied with the divine bleſſing. 

Mr Slatterie, miniſter of Chatham in England, having 
come to Edinburgh to preach in the Circus, was requeſt- 
ed to itinerate in the country around, ſo far as conſiſted 
with his ſtated labours on Sabbath. With this requeſt 
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his journal. 


Tueſday, December 11. Left Edinburgh, accompanied ; 
by Mr Aikman, for Falkirk, and through the Kind provi- 
dence of a gracious God, arrived in ſafety, and preached in 
the evening to about 300 people from Heb. iv. 16. The 
place in which we aſſembled is a commodious large room, 
| hired by ſome friends of the goſpel there, for preaching. 
The hearers were very attentive, and deſirous that our vi- 
fit might be repeated, eſpecially on a Sabbath day. Thoſe 
of them with whom we converſed gave me a favourable 
idea of their unfeigned faith and piety. _ 
Wedneſday, Dec. 12. Left Falkirk for Linlithgow. Up- 
on our arrival, were informed that no place could be ob- 
tained to have preaching in, except a large upper room un- 
furniſhed, which being ſufficient to contain 300 people, 
was thankfully accepted. Preached to about 160 perſons 
from Gal. vi. 14. The generality of the hearers appear- 
ed ready to ſay, Thou bringeſt certain ſtrange things to 
our ears.“ It frequently happens that where there is much 
bigotry there is little vital godlineſs. It is to be feared 
this 1s the caſe here. May the benevolent Spirit of the 
Lord Jeſus diffuſe its e influence through the Chri- 
ſtian world! 
Thurſday, Das: 13. Went to e 3 | 
ed to about 200 people from Math. v. 3. Hope the Lord 
was graciouſly preſent, They all ſeemed very attentive 
and ſerious. Mr Aikman preached the ſame evening at 
| Grange-pans 1 in the nezghbourhood, to about 60 perſons, 
in a large barn. It is truly lamentable to reflect, how ve- 
ry prevalent a party, contracted ſpirit is in this country, 
both in the Eſtabliſhed church and among the Seceders. 
May every partition-wall which ſeparates one denomination 
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of ou Chriſtians from another, be ſpeedily levelled with 


the ground! 


Friday, Dec. 14. Went to Queensferry. Bom intima- | 
tion through the town that there would be preaching in 
the evening. About 150 people attended within and at 


the door of the barn ; preached with ſome pleaſure and 


comfort from 1 Tim. i. 15. The audience was very at- 


| tentive, and behaved exceedingly reſpe&ful, Returned in 


ſafety, through the kind care of our heavenly Father, to 


Edinburgh ſame evening. Blefled be a gracious God for 


all his favours ; but eſpecially for Jeſus Chriſt, and eternal 


ſalvation through him. 


Monday, Dec. 17. Left the city for Dundee. Preach- 
EY in the Relief meeting houſe on Tueſday evening, to a- 


bout goo people from Matth. v. 8. As the town is re- 


markably populous, thought a congregation might be col- 
lected next morning; announced my intention to preach 
at nine o'clock; 500 people attended. Addreſſed them 
ſrom Luke xv. 18, 19. There ſeems to be a ſpirit for 


” hearing the goſpel, and a fine proſpect of extenſive uſeful. 
| neſs in this place. Set out immediately after ſermon for 


Kirriemuir. Preached in the evening to 200 people, 
from Pſal. cxix. 1. Alſo Thurſday morning to 140, 


from Rom. iii. 24. There does not appear to be much 
life and Zeal for God and religion in this town. May the 
Lord revive his work in the midſt of the years! There 


have however been ſome Sabbath-ſchools begun here 
and in the neighbourhood of late, which, through the 
divine bleſſing, are likely to be very uſeful. Set out for 


Dundee; ſtopped by the way to feed my horſe. Got 
fourteen people aſſembled at the public-houſe, read to them 
part of John iii. enforced the neceſſity of regeneration, and 


faith in Jeſus Chriſt, in order to obtain free and eternal 


_ falvation. People were attentive, ſerious and thankful. 


Preached at Dundee ſame evening to 1300 from Tit. iii. 5, 
They were remarkably attentive ; a ſolemn awe was vi- 
ſible in their countenances, and J hope it was a profitable 


opportunity to many. Bleſſed be the God of truth for 


promiſed aſſiſtance ſenſibly experienced on all theſe occa- 
fions. The caſe of the congregation at Dundee ſeems high- 


ly deſerving the attention of the Society. I truſt the Lord 
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Jeſus will ſhortly ſend them a paſtor after his own heart, 
| who ſhall feed them with knowledge and underſtanding. 
Heard very pleaſing accounts of Sabbath-ſchools among 
them: likewiſe of ſome children, who are apparently ſerious. 
There are ſome girls, from ſeven to tea years old, who 
meet for ſinging, reading the ſcriptures, and prayer, one 
evening in the week. Alſo ſeveral boys, the eldeſt of 


| whom is not more than fifteen, who aſſociate for ſimilar 


_ purpoſes, having one of the older members of the congre- 
gation to preſide among them. Thus out of the mouth of 
babes and ſucklings the Lord perfe&s his praiſe. CF 
Friday, Dec. 21. Left Dundee for Edinburgh. Upon 
my arrival was informed that there could be no preaching 

in the Circus on the two following Sabbaths, as it was 


painting. The congregation at Dundee having exprefſed 


a deſire that I ſhould ſtay with them another Sabbath, ſet 
out on Saturday, to ſupply them next day. Lectured in 
the forenoon to about 500 people from John xvi. 5.15. 
Informed them my deſign in direQing their attention to 
that paſſage, was, to ſhew the great importance of profeſſ- 
ing Chriſtians paying a due regard, in all their religious 
ſervices, to the office and work of the Holy Spirit, which I 
had obſerved were too little acknowledged by many ſeri- 
ous people in this country. Bleſſed be the Spirit of all 
grace, it was a ſeaſon of refreſhing to many. In the af- 
ternoon, preached to 1 50, from Tit. iii. 8.; and in the 
evening to about 2000, from Acts xvi. 11. The aiſles 
were ſo thronged that I was obligec to lean on the peoples 
ſhoulders to get to the pulpit. The day was upon the 
whole one of the moſt comfortable of my life, and hope 
many will have cauſe to bleſs God for it to all eteraity. 
It is very probable that a judicious zealous preacher, 
through the divine bleſſing, might very ſoon raiſe a con- 
gregation here that would be ſufficient to fill a houſe as 
large again as the preſent, which will ſeat 1000 people. 
Monday, Dec. 24. Set out for Aberbrothock. Preach- 
ed in the evening in the Maſon's lodge to about 150 peo- 
ple from Acts v. 42. Afterwards diſtributed the Society's 
tracts to all who attended, with which they ſeemed very 
well pleaſed. ES 4 
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Tueſday Dec. 25. Went for Aberdeen. Preached on 
Wedneſday evening to about 4e0 from Zech. ii. 5. Thurſ- 


day, viſited Old Meldrum; preached in the evening to about 


300 in the Town hall from Phil, iii. 8. ; and on Friday 
morning to about x 50 from Pſal. cxxxvi. 23. The peo- 
ple were very attentive, and ſeemed ſeriouſly impreſſed 


with the word they heard. Returned to Aberdeen, and 


preached in the evening to about 400 from Luke xxiv. 45. 
Lord's day, Dec. 30. Lectured in the forenoon to about 
600 from Tit. iii. 1-7. Preached in the afternoon to 


nearly 8co, from John xvii. 24. In the evening to much 
the ſame number, from Deut. xxxii. 29. This place great- 


ly needs an intelligent animated miniſter. The ſoil in ge- 


neral ſeems very unproductive of gracious fruits, yet no 

doubt there are many plants which the Father of mercies 
hath planted. I had the pleaſure of converſing with a few 

of the congregation, who manifeſted ſolidity of judgment, 


conſiderable information, and great delight in the truths of 


the glorious goſpel. The Sabbath-ſchools here are very 


well attended, and I hope through divine influence accom- 


panying the exertions of the teachers, will be productive 


of great and laſting good. From Aberdeen returned to 
Edinburgh. In the ſeveral places we viſited, obſerved, 
that the people in general ſeem much better "acquainted 


with the theory of religious truth than they are in Eng- 


land. Moſt of them appear to underſtand goſpel preach- 
ing, hear it with ſerious attention, and are pleaſed with 
the form of ſound words. It is, however, greatly to. be 


| feared, that this is all the religion many of them poſſeſs. 
Vet I doubt not but conſiderable numbers of them are real 
Chriſtians. Have converſed with ſeveral in different places, 


by whoſe converſation I have been much inſtructed and edi- 


| fied. There are numbers of well-informed judicious live- 


ly behevers among them, who give very ſatisfactory evi- 
dence that they well underſtand, experimentally feel, and 


practically obey the truth as it is in Jeſus. May che hap- 5 


py number of ſuch be abundantly:increaſed in the land, 
and throughout all the earth. The Society's exertions 
have certainly produced wonderful effe&ts already; and in 


; their ace every unprejudiced good m man does 125 nne 
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joice. May the little one become a thouſand, and the ſmall 
one a ſtrong nation, in oy Lord's appointed ume. © 


Mr Greville Ewing df Edinburgh, having ſignified his 
willingneſs to go out on a {ſhort tour through part of the 
north country, the Society ny — his offer. 
8 e follows. 


1415 Dee. 1798. Perth. Arrived at four o'clock; af 
ternoon. Intimated ſermon in TIVES) chapel to-morrow 
evening. fe 
Dec. 15. Preached this evening in Paul's chapel, from 
Epb. v. i, 2. * Be ye therefore followers of God,“ &c. 
Dec. 16. Preached, ſame place; in the morning lectured 
on I Cor. ii. to end. Afternoon preached from Pſal. Ixxi. 
16. ] will go in the ſtrength,” &c. And in the evenin 
from Ezek. xxxiii. 11. Say unto them, As I live, ſaith 
the Lord, I have no pleaſure,” &. 

Dec. 17. Dunkeld. Left Perth about ten o'clock this 


morning, and was favoured with a fair ſoft day. Preach- 


ed at Auchtergaven at twelve, from Luke xix. 10. For 
the Son of man is come to ſeek and to ſave,” &c. Was well 
accommodated in a large barn, which was filled with peo- 
ple, who were attentive and ſerious. This my firſt ſer- 
mon in a barn---never had more liberty---was happy to 
hear of a growing concern among the people of this place. 
May the Lord water the ſeed ſown, and give the increaſe. 
Alfter leaving Auchtergaven, was much affected at meet- 

ing a woman on the road, who was in tears, becauſe her 


huſband, ſhe ſaid, had bra to let her attend the ſermon. 5 


She ſeemed dee ply concerned for the ſalvation of her ſoul, 
but much afraid of drawing near to God, while ſuch a fin- 
ner; ſhe was, moreover, heart-broken by her huſband, 
who prevented her from hearing either the Itinerants, or 
the Seceders ; to the laſt of whom, ſhe ſaid, ſhe was in- 
debted for any knowledge ſhe had of the goſpel. Gave 


hier a tract on the importance of family religion, and de- 
fired her to ſhew it to her huſband, but ſhe ſaid ſhe durſt not. 


She had got ſome tracts before, but was obliged to read 
them by ſtealth, Endea voured to ſpeak comfortably to 
her, both about her fears as a ſinner, and her domeſtic trials. 
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---promiſed to pray for her---have not been ſo much af. 


feed for a long time, How many deſpiſe the ordinances 
of Chriſt, while this poor woman would be glad to hear 
one ſermon, if it were even by ftealth! May the Lord 


bring her ſoul out of priſon, and make me as earneſt. and 


defirous to preach, as ſhe ſeems to be to hear! Arrived 


here about four o'clock this evening; had an exerciſe, by 
way of family worſhip, in the maſon lodge. Heard, before 


going out to it, that a man much beloved in the town, had 


died this day, and rather ſuddenly. I therefore ſung Pfal. 


XXXIX. 4. &c. and read and ſpoke from Luke x11. 13. to 


the end of the chapter; a pretty numerous and attentive 


auditory. Intimated exerciſe of the ſame kind every e- 


vening for the week, and ſermon on Wedneſday here at 


fix o'clock in the evening. Have been Kindly received 


both at Achtergaven, and here. O to be thankful, and to 


get faith, to encourage myſelt in the Lord. 
Dec. 18. Went this morning to preach at Dowally, where 
E arrived about 12 o'clock. Was favoured again with 


flair, ſoft weather. Through a miſtake, the intimation _ 


had not been properly given, on which account I had to 
wait for above an hour, and after all had but a few hear- 
ers. Preached to them in a barn from 1 John iv. 10. 
“ Herein is love, not that we loved, » &c. My little flock 
was very attentive, and I had pleaſure i in ſpeaking to them. 
Exhorted them to meetings for prayer, as they often had 
no ſermon on the Lord's day. Diſtributed ſome tracts, 
partly Gaelic, partly Engliſh. Returned by the top of 


the hills, to enjoy the romantic beauties of this country. 


Endeavoured, in admiring his works, to adore him, of 


whom it is ſaid, © the ſtrength of hills is his.“ In the e- 
vening had exerciſe here in the maſon lodge, and expound- 


ed Mat. iii. The lodge well filled. Previouſly to the ex- 
erciſe, viſited a man who had been much hurt by a fall in 


coming from Perth. He could not ſpeak, but ſeemed 
thankful for the viſit. Spake to him, and prayed with 

| him, and promiſed to ſee him again. Am not yet in the 
| leaſt over fatigued, or affected with cold. O for a heart, 


as well as ſtrength, for my Maſter's ſervice ! Aud O that 


we . of this day may not be in vain : 


Mr Ewing's Journal. 3 


Der. 19. Again a delightful day. Preached this forenoon 
at Dalpowie, from Jer. xvii. 9, 10. © The heart is de- 
certful,” &c. The hoſpital, a large houſe there, almoſt 
filled with people, who were apparently very ſerious, and 

fome of them much affected. Diſtributed tracts among 
them. On my return, viſited a ſick woman near the road. 
Preached in the barn at Dunkeld this evening at fix, from 
Rom. v. 1, 2. Therefore being juſtified by faith,” &e. It 
being a market-day; the barn was quite full. After ſer- 
mon, viſited the fick man I ſaw yeſterday ; and returned 
to the barn to evening exercife ; expounded the 54th of 
Taiah, Evidently a growing concern through this coun- 
try for hearing the goſpel; heard of many new places, 
_ where preaching is defired. The people in this town have 
raiſed about L. 60 for building a place of worſhip.--- May 
| _ Lord of the harveſt ſend forth labourers into his har- 

Dec. 20. A hard froſt,---rode over a very rough road ts 
Weſter mill-town of Clunie, and preached in a barn - 
(which was more than filled) from Luke xiii. 5. I tell 
you, nay; but except,” &c. After ſermon diſtributed a 
great quantity of tracts, which were very eagerly recei- 
ved. In the evening, exerciſe as uſual, and expounded the 
I2th of Romans; diſtributed tracts in the meeting, and on 
the ſtreet. After exerciſe, was preſent with a fellowſhip. 
meeting, formed fince Mr Roſs's * arrival; was much 
pleaſed with the prayer of an old man, one of the mem- 
bers : there are, I truſt, a few names even in Sardis. 
Was much pleaſed likewiſe to-day with a man from a 
neighbouring village, who rode with me to the Weſter 

mill-town of Clunie. He had not heard any of the itine- 
rants till Mr James Haldane came, and ever fince he has 


ſeized every opportunity of hearing them, and that in 


ſpite of contempt, and perſecution. If God will work, 

who ſhall let it? „ 55 
Dec. 21. Went this day to Eaſter Capeth, and preached to 
to a crouded barnful of people from John i. 29. Behold 
the Lamb of God,” &c. the congregation very attentive; 
ſome of them a good deal affected. A few had gone from 


58 One of the Society's catechiſts. 
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15 Dunkeld to hear. This a good ſign. Had, in fi des 


gree, a ſweet compoſure of mind in illuſtrating the ſuhject, 


and a tender concern in applying it to their conſciences and 
hearts. Hope it may have been a ſeaſon of refreſhing 
from the Lord. Diſtributed a great many tracts, both on 
| the road, and after the ſermon. Got to Dunkeld about 
five. At ix went to Inver, and preached in a room of 
the inn to people within and without, from Pſal. xxxiv. 
8. O taſte and ſee that the Lord is good, &c. Had 
ſome liberty and comfort. After ſermon diſtributed 
tracts. Exerciſe as uſual in the lodge. Expounded 
I Cor. xiii. Gave the little books to a number of the 
children, ſome of whom are very promiſing. Very ti- 
red, but in good ſpirits, and J hope, thankful. . 

Dec. 22. Diſappointed of a horſe. Walked to New 5 
Dai and, as the ſchool houſe was too ſmall to contain 
the people, preached, ſtanding upon a chair at the outſide 

of the door, from Eph. ii, 4, 5, 6. But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love,” &c. A numerous and 
attentive congregation. After ſermon diſtributed a great 
bundle of tracts, which were eagerly received. Kindly 
entertained, and ſent home moſt part of the way on 
horſeback.----Feel leſs fatigued at night than in the 
morning. --May the Lord grant a favourable day to- 
morrow. The worſhip muſt be out of doors. Viſited 
on my return the fick woman I ſaw before. In evening 
exerciſe, expounded the v4th, Pſalm, and i in my why home 
viſited another ſick woman. 
Lord's day, Dec. 23. This morning the weather rather 
unfavourable, a thick fog and rain. Obliged to go to the 
| barn in the forenoon, though a number could not get in. 
Lectured on Iſaiah Iv. and preached from John x. 27, 28. 
« My ſheep hear my voice,” &c. The weather being 
ſomewhat better, and the croud increaſing, went in the af- 
ternoon to the tent which had been ſet up laſt night, in the 
_ Caſtle cloſe, an open ſpace at the weſt end of the town, 
near the church, and preached from 2 Pet. i. 10. Where- 
fore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your 
calling and ele&ion ſure.” A great congregation. Was 
told there were many from the different places where I 
had preached through the week. In the evening at half 
pak ſix, preached i in the barn, which was quite full, from 
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Heb. xiii. 20, 21. © Now the God of Pete &c. Great 
attention all day, and indeed wherever I have been in this 


tour. Intimated another vifit from Mr Garie on Wed- 


neſday ſc/ennight. No exerciſe to-night. Bleſſed be 
God, in good health and ſpirits. 


Dec. 25. Edinburgh. Had not an opportunity of 
bringing forward my journal yeſterday. Left Dunkeld 
| yeſterday morning about ten. According to intimation 

Preached at Auchtergaven. Before ſermon, was told that 


fault was found with this kind of preaching by a Seced- 
Ing miniſter in the neighbourhood ; on the other hand, 
was told of a growing concern among the people, and par- 


ticularly that one, a gray-headed man, ſeemed to be awa- 


kened, and two others deeply affected by the ſermon on 


| Monday laſt. Preached from Luke x11. 32. Fear not, 
little flock,” &c. Had a comfortable degree of liberty, and 
a ready command of Scripture. The barn and hay-loft 
of an adjoining ſtable more than full. The people, ſome 
of whom had come far, were very attentive and ſerious : 
not a more promiſing appearance in any place where I 
have been. After ſermon diſtributed all the remainder of 
the parcel of tracts, and yet ſome not ſerved. Great de- 
mand here, and indeed every where, for the children's 
tracts. Great deſire exprefled for a teacher in this place 


for the week and Sabbath too. Was happy to ſee at the 


ſermon the poor woman, who met me on the road in ſo 
much diſtreſs at being prevented from attending laſt Mon- 


day. Spoke with her; ſhe ſeemed ſomewhat comforted 
by the delightful ſubject, yet exceedingly timorous, her 
heart faint, her eyes filled with tears. Promiſed to deſire 
Mr Garie to call for her when he paſſes to Dunkeld. In- 


timated ſermon by Mr Garie, on Wedneſday ſe'ennight, 
the day he propoſes going again to Dunkeld. Got ſafe to 
Perth about five o'cluck. Refreſhed by the converſation 
and kindneſs of ſeveral Chriſtian friends, Preached in 


Paul's chapel at a quarter from ſeven, from Rev. 1. 7. 
« Behold he cometh with clouds, &c. Left Perth this 


morning about five, in the Aberdeen fly; and through di- 


vine mercy arrived here ſafe, and in good health and ſpi- 
rits; more convinced than ever of the utility, impor- 
_ tance, and pleaſantneſs of itinerating. May . to 
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fro, and may knowledge be increaſed! for at br 
many are evidently periſhing for lack 1 oY 


Mr Taylor, miniſter of Oſſet, „ having alſo 
offered his ſervices, the Society aral e. Ex- 
tracts from his journal follow. 5 


On Tueſday, January I 5. ſet out for Queensferry, AC- 
companied by two friends, who were of eflential ſervice 
to me, as I was a total ſtranger in the place. We went to 


che Burgher miniſter, and ſolicited his pulpit ; but he re- 


fuſed, ſaying, it would diſtract the minds of the people. 
After ſome converſation, I gave him my addreſs, and told 


him to be ſure to call upon me if ever he came into York- 


ſhire; and as J underſtood him to be a miniſter of Jeſus 


. Chriſt, he ſhould be welcome to my pulpit at. any time. 


We at length obtained a ſchool room, in which, in the e- 
vening, about 200 people aflembled to hear God's word; 
they 1 — to hear with conſiderable attention, and expreſ- 
fed a deſire that I ſhould viſit them again. | 

Wedneſday, Fan. 16. Rode to Borrowſtounneſs, * 
J was kindly received and hoſpitably entertained. Got 
intimation given for preaching at Grange-pans at fix o'. 
clock. At which hour the people aſſembled in a large 
corn-loft, to the number of 300 or more, and heard with 
great attention, while I addrefled them from Rom. xii. 14. 
This place claims the attention of thoſe who know the goſ- 
pel, and are not aſhamed to preach it. The inhabitants 
are numerous; many of them go no where to public wor- 
ſhip, and none of them can hear ſal vation by grace, through | 
Chriſt, publiſhed where it ought to be. 
Thurſday, Jan. 17. Travelled on foot to Linlichgow, 
Intimation was given by the bellman for preaching in the 
riding ſchool at 6 o'clock. Although the place was ex- 
ceedingly cold and damp, the congregation appeared to con- 
fiſt of 400 and upwards, All ſeemed very attentive, eſ- 
pecially ſome of the military, who were preſent, ſeemed to 
liften as if they heard ſtrange things. 


Friday, Jan. 18. Preached at Leith to a numerous and 
RtLentve POpgregation: 


Mr Taylor's Journal. 77 


Tucſday, Jan. 22. Went to Preſtonpans. As timely 
notice had been given, the people aſſembled in a large 
ſchool room to the number of 400. I ſpoke to them from 


Rom. vi. 23. and enjoyed a good opportunity to my own 


ſoul. Many of the hearers I hope were profited. They 
ſeemed all remarkably attentive, and ſeveral of them en- 


treated me to pay them another viſit. 


Miedneſda y, Jan. 23. Set out for Mid. Calder. Here ; 
we found conſiderable difficulty in procuring a place for 


the people to meet in. There was a large room in an un- 


inhabited houſe which would have ſuited our purpoſe, but 
were refuſed the uſe of it. However the Lord at length 


provided for us. A houſe was obtained, and we joined in 


the worſhip of God with about fifty of our fellow mortals, . 


J recommended to them that paſſage of Paul, Gal. vi. 14. 
Little was felt by me upon the occaſion, and till leſs ap- 
peared to be felt by the people. I fear vital godlineſs is 


little known amongſt them. Viſited a poor dying woman, 
with whom I converſed. Pointed out Chriſt to her, and 


then commended her to God in prayer. I aſked her, if 
her pariſh miniſter irequently viſited her? She anſwered, 


that he had been once The poor woman had been in $ 


ſtate of confinement for many months. 


Thurſday, Jan. 24. Went to Bathgate, | After 8 
difficulty we obtained a houſe for our pupoſe, in which 


the people aſſembled to the number of 200 and upwards. 
The night was exceedingly dark and rainy, otherwiſe it 


was ſuppoſed there would have been twice the number. 


Ibis is a place which affords a conſiderable proſpect of pro- 


bable uſefulneſs, ſhould it be frequently viſited by ſome of 


the lively, plain and faithful ſervants of Chriſt. 


Friday, Fan. 25. Through the good hand of our God 15 


about us we returned ſafe at Edinburgh. 


Saturday, Jan. 26. Set off in the Aberdeen fly for 
Perth at which place I arrived about nine at a. Some 


of the Cbriſtian friends were waiting for me. They con- 


ducted me in ſafety to the houſe of Mr G- à ſenſi- 


ble and pious Chriſtian, by whom I was kindly entertain. 
ed during my ſtay at Perth. On the Lord's day, I endea- 
voured to ſupply Mr Garie's place, who was gone to Dun- 


dee. I preached three times, which is brother Garie's 
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uſual praQice, to a very attentive people. The congrega- 
tion in the evening was numerous, the houſe being quite 
crouded. It afforded me much pleaſure to ſee my fellow- 
ſinners fo willing to hear of the great falvation, and the 


Lord gave me pleaſure in addreſſing them. 


Tueſday, Fan. 29. Rode to Dunkeld, and in the even- 


ing aſſembled the people (about 200) in the Maſon's lodge. 


They appeared ready to hear what the Lord had to fay 
to them by his word. Several of them enquired affection- 


ately after Meſſrs Haldane, Aikman and Ewing, who had 
viſited them and preached the goſpel amongſt them. I 
| lodged all night with the Society's catechiſt here, whoſe ex- 


ertions appear to have been bleſſed, both to old and young. 
Wedneſday, Jan. 30. Returned from Dunkeld to 


Auchtergaven, where above 600 people were aſſembled 


to hear the precious goſpel of the grace of God. For 


want of a houſe large enough, we were under the neceſſity 


of engaging in the worſhip of God in the open air. Al- 


though the froſt was keen, and the cold intenſe, yet by 


the influence of the fun ſhining upon us, we were com- 


fortable. I hope the Lord was amongſt us. The fimpli- 


city and apparent concern and attention of the congrega- 


tion were highly pleaſing. They ſeemed to hear as for 
eternity, and I hope ſome of them taſted of the fruit of 
the tree of life, whilſt I ſpoke to them of it from Rev. 
xii. 14. This place and Dunkeld are frequently viſited 


by Mr Garie, whoſe labours, there is reaſon to believe, 


have been bleſſed to the people there. The fields of Auch- 


tergaven and its vicinity ſeem v hite unto harveſt. May the 
Lord ſend forth labourers of his own choice. On the ſame 
evening returned to Perth and preached to a very attentive 
congregation in Mr Garie's chapel. 


Thurſday, Jan. 31. Mr Garie and I ſet off for Edin- 


| burgh, to which pez the Lord in mercy brought us in 


fafety. An alarming event took place as we crofled 


Queensferry. A man who was in the boat with us fell 


overboard and was drowned. All efforts to ſave him 
were in vain, the wind was boiſterous, and the ſea ran 


high. Ours was the painful ſtation to behold a fellow- 


creature ſtruggle with the waves, till his ſtrength was 


: gone, and then Gilappear for ever. We endeavoured to im- 
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prove the providence, by addreſſing ourſelves to the boat's 
crew and paſſengers, ſome appeared much ſtruck, and o- 
thers ſeemed but little moved. The moſt alarming. pro- 
vidences will not effect a real permanent change in the 
characters of men without the ſpecial grace of God. 


Feb. 25. 1799. At this meeting, a plan was brought 
forward, by which it was propoſed to regulate the labours 
of the catechiſts on ſuch an extenſive ſcale, as that ever 
_ town in Scotland may be viſited during the courſe of the 
enſuing ſummer. According to this plan, each catechiſt 
is inſtructed to viſit fix towns, which are ſo claſſed, as to 
make it poſſible for one perſon to viſit them frequently. 
After mature conſideration, the Society cordially adopted 
this plan, as well calculated to promote their object. And 
they have peculiar ſatisfaction in ſtating, that they have 
engaged ten catechiſts, of approved piety and ability, for 
' thoſe parts where Engliſh only is underſtood, and five for 
the Highland parts of the country ; and- that they have 
the proſpect of engaging ſeveral others, to whoſe Chriſtian 
character the moſt ample teſtimony has been borne. . 
The Society have already had experience of the eligibi- 
lity of the ſcheme. By returns from ſome of the cate- 
chiſts who have entered upon their labours, it appears, 
that they have ſucceeded in eſtabliſhing ſchools in every 

town. in their reſpective diſtricts; and that ſerious people 
have been prevailed on to aſſiſt in their abſence. x 


Mr Parſons, miniſter of Leeds in England, having of. 
fered to itinerate for the Society while in this country, his 
offer was accepted with much cordiality. Mr Parſons ac- 
cordingly laboured with aſſiduity for ſeveral weeks; and 
it is hoped that his labour was not in vain in the Lord. 

April 2. 1799. Application having been made for 
preaching, from a Society of Chriſtians in Paiſley of the 

_ Congregational perſuaſion, they were anſwered, that it is 
no part of the deſign of the Society to ſupport any parti- 
cular connection; their ſole object being to diffuſe the 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, without ſhewing any partiality 
for one form of church-government above another. Si- 
milar applications had been made from other quarters, to 
which the ſame anſwer was returned. 1 
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LETTER of INSTRUCTIONS from the 
SOCIETY FOR PROPAGATING THE GoSPEL AT 
© Homs, to their ITINERANT PREACHERS and Ca- 

| TECAISTS. ; 


| DzarLY Batavan Raorut, | 


Dxxrix intereſted in you, and in the ſucceſs of that high- 
F important work with which you are intruſted, we, your 


brethren in Chriſt, in the bowels of Chriſtian affection, 


beg your ſerious attention to the following Inſtructions, 
which we hope, by the bleſſing of God, yy be of uſe to 
ou in the courſe of your labours. 
In the i place, we remind you of che unſpeakable 
magnitude of the ſervice in which you are employed. Un- 
leſs the habitual impreſſion of this abide on your heart, 
you wil be extremely apt to do © the work of the Lord 
negligently.” Conſider then, we beſeech you, that you 
are engaged in an undertaking peculiarly important, It 
is admitted that many of our countrymen are fitting in 
darkneſs, and in the region and ſhadow of death, either 
entirely regardleſs of the great ſalvation, or adopting mi- 
ſtaken and dangerous opinions, ſubverſive of the pure and 
fimple goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.---Our ſouls com- 
miſerate their fituation : And we ſend you out, dear bro- 
ther, that, by your fulfilling, with perſevering zeal and fi- 
delity, the duties of your office, you may be the honoured 
inſtrument of © opening their eyes, of turning them from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that 
they may receive forgivenneſs of ſins, and an inheritance 
among them who are ſanQtified by faith in Jeſus Chriſt.” 
We cannot but be greatly concerned, dear brother, that 
you may well underſtand the nature, and feel the weight 
of this ſervice to which the Lord, in his providence, has 
called you. We beſeech you frequently to revolve it in 
Four ſecret meditations. Through the deceitfulneſs of our 
hearts, we are apt, in ſome degree, to loſe an impreſſive 
ſenſe of the importance of duty. Ceaſe not to pray, that 
the awful truths revealed concerning a future everlaſting 
ſtate, may be ever preſent to your own mind. While 
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men & « ow not God, and obey not the goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, they are every moment expoſed to the exe- 
cution of the condemning ſentence of the righteous law of 
God; from which there is no deliverance but by the be- 
lief of the truth. As a mean in the hand of Jenovan Om- 
nipotent, you are called, by the publication of the goſpel, 
to reſcue immortal Gals from this merited deſtruction. 
Your actually beholding your brethren periſhing in their 
ignorance, we hope, will increaſe your conviction of the 
unſpeakable importance of being inſtrumental in plucking 
them as © brands ſrom the burning.” Think, we beſeech 
ou, think continually, on the unſpeakable magnitude of 
this work, Though baly ſucceſsful in gaining to the Savi- 
our one ſolitary individual, how ee the * 
tion 
In the ſecond place, we 1 your cane attention to 
the manner in which you are to conduct your miſſion. 
For this purpoſe, you are already furniſhed with general 
inſtructions in the printed rules of the Society. On theſe 
we will make a few remarks. | 
The firſt of them contains an inj junction entirely to a 
> raking on POLITICS, either in public or in private. On 
this we hope it is unneceſſary to ſay much. Your own 
good ſenſe will convince you of the propriety of ſtrictly 
adhering to it. By the law of Chriſt, Chriſtians are bound 
to © be ſubje@ to the powers that be « to pray for kings 
and all in authority; and © to lead quiet and peaceable 
lives in all godlineſs and honeſty.” You are called to ſeek 
the peace of the land in which you enjoy peace. The ſmall- 
_ eft approach towards ſedition, diſcovers a revolt of heart 
from the authority of Chriſt.—-Theſe things teachers of 
religion are bound to enjoin, and to exemplify in their own 
conduct. Study therefore to imitate the example of Jeſus | 
Chriſt, whoſe kingdom is not of this world. To act other- 
wiſe, muſt neceſſarily hinder your uſefulneſs ; and we are 
perſuaded, that love to the cauſe in which you are embark- 
ed, will prompt you carefully to obſerve the utmoſt cir- 
| cumſpection of conduct. Men will be ſufficiently diſpoſed 
of themſelves to ſpeak all manner of evil againſt you, and 
they may even call you a mover of ſedition. Take good heed 
to yourſelf therefore in this matter, that you rive not the 
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ſmalleſt ground for this accuſation. Vour work is too in- 
tereſting to admit of ſuch a departure from its ſpirit and 
Principles. Fn "6 

The ſecond general begeht directs itinerants to ſhew 
no partiality, in their public character, for any denomina- 
tion of Cbriſtians, either eſtabliſned or diſſenting, but to 
exhort the people to attend wherever che goſpel is preach- 
ed in purity.--- You are ſent forth from the Society, dear 
brother, to promote, not the intereſt of any particular par- 
ty, but the cauſe of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. It is admitted, 
that the Lord has his people among the various claſſes of 
profeſſing Chriſtians. Wherever the goſpel is preached 
in purity, and men conſcientiouſly aſſociate together to ob- 
ſerve the ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, there he vouchſafes 
his preſence and bleſſing. We truſt the period haſtens, 
when the people of God, who are all of one family, who 
are partakers of the ſame privileges, and who look forward 
to one inheritance, ſhall walk together as brethren in unity, 
being helpers of each others faith and joy. In the mean 
time, you are enjoined, as an itinerant from this Society, 
not to interfere with the lefſer matters in which Chriſtians 
differ. You are required to know nothing among the 
people where you may be called to labour, ſave Jeſus Chriſt - 
and him crucified. Your great object is, to rouſe the at- 
tention of men to their ſinful ſtate by nature; to their 
need of regeneration by the mighty energy of the Spirit 
of God; to the impoſſibility of their ſaving themſelves 
by their own power or righteouſneſs; to the all- ſufficiency 
of the atonement of Jeſus Chriſt for the ſalvation of men; 
to the neceſſity of believing in him for the remiſſion of fins ; 
and to the indiſpenſible obligation of holineſs in heart and 
life. When men are ſavingly inſtructed in theſe firſt 
principles of the oracles of God, ay will go on to perfec- 
tion. 

In the courſe of your atriney, we recommend to you 
to hear thoſe miniſters only who preach evangelical doc- 


trine. Should you happen, however, to hear men of "= 


different deſcription, you are expreſsly prohibited from 
making perſonal reflections againſt them. 
Jou are required by the third general regulation, to en- 


aeavour to ER the hands of all et miniſlers of | 


Abe 2 ; 
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Jeſus Chrift, of whatever party.-A faithful miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt is a precious character. In ſtrengthening his 
hands, beloved, you effectually promote the important end 
of your appointment. Your ſtay in any place is tranſient, 
his is ſtationary. If the Lord honour you as the happy 
inftrument of leading careleſs people to attend on the means 
of grace, what beneficial conſequences may ariſe from it! 
In the neighbourhood of many of the places through which 
you paſs, there may be churches of ſome denomination, 
where the goſpel is preached. Endeavour to get accurate 
A information as to this: and preſs upon all to whom you 
have acceſs, the neceſſity of attending on divine ordinances. 
Tell them of the ineſtimable value of the goſpel of Chriſt ; 
of their extreme need of it; and of the awful danger of 
neglecting it. You will thus diſcover your impartial re- 
gard to the cauſe of Chriſt, and your diſintereſted love to es 
JJ Ei re 
Nothing is more contrary to the genius of Chriſtianity, 
than bitter party ſpirit, You are therefore expreſsly re- 
quired to diſcourage it, ſo far as your influence extends. 
Mutual forbearance is the incumbent duty of Chriſtians. 
Inculcate this duty on every occaſion. Why ſhould bre- 
_ thren fall out by the way to their Father's houſe ? Beware 
of giving the ſmalleſt countenance to this practice. Such 
conduct is highly unbecoming, eſpecially in a Chriſtian 
Miſſionary. Walk in the ſteps of your bleſſed Maſter ; 
and thus comfort our hearts, while we hear of your meek 
and exemplary behaviour. 3500 5 
With regard to the fourth general regulation, never to | 
make any collection from the people, we preſume it is un- 1 
neceſſary to add a word. It no doubt gives you peculiar | 
ſatisfa&ion, that you have it in your power to tell your = 
hearers, that you ſeek not theirs but them. Be particu- 
larly watchful that in no inſtance you diſcover a covetous 
temper, Nothing will more dicectly tend to hurt the 
cauſe which the Society has committed into your hands. 


Haix thus briefly called your attention to the Ge- 
neral Regulations of the Society, we ſhall now proceed, 
in the ſpirit of love, to offer you the following Advices. 
Study to live under the vital influence of the truth. Thoſe | 
who are much employed in public work, will find it ne- 


8 much probability of ſucceſs. 
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ceſſary to give earneſt heed t6 this matter. We truſt you 
have felt, in your own ſoul, the power of divine grace; 
and in the belief of this we have employed you. You will 
therefore be fully convinced of the neceſſity of attending 
to this advice. Much of your comfort in the courſe of 
your labours depends upon it. How ſhall you comforta- 
bly lay the truth before others, if you diſcern not its glory, 
and feel not its importance; and how can you abide in the 
lively experience of religion, if you be not frequently em- 
ployed in reading and meditating on the word of God; 
in ſecretly pouring out your heart to your heavenly Fa- 
ther; in exerciſing faith on his promiſes; and in the o- 
ther means whereby the Lord increaſeth grace in the hearts 
of his children? Then are you moſt likely to ſpeak to the 
conviction and edification of others, when you have the 
_ deepeſt impreſſion of divine truth on your own heart. 
Remembering the gall and the wormwood of a natural ſtate, 
you will beſeech men to be reconciled to God and to flee. 
from the wrath to come. Enjoying the conſolations of the 
_ goſpel, you will entreat them, by faith in Jeſus, to taſte | 
and ſee that the Lord is good. Realizing the awful ſo- 
lemnities of a future ſtate, you will warn every man, that 
he cannot eſcape if he neglect the great ſalvation. Thus 
will you go on with comfort in your own mind, and with 


We beg you would frequently recal to mind the Queſ- 
tions, which, 1n the preſence of God, and before the So- 


ciety, you anſwered to our fatisfadtion. We ſhall here in- 
EN them. . 


. 


1. 11 it your Jetermination, by the grace of God, cone 
ftantly to labour, as the Lord ſhall give you oppor- 

| tunity, in the important work aſſigned you by this 
Society, and in that ſolely, of inſtructing your 

_ countrymen in the KOOWIOdge of ſalvation by Ow | 
R 

2. We have heard a ee account from our 
Committee of your qualifications for teaching the 

doctrines of ſalvation: but we ſolemnly aſk you, in 
the preſence of that God who ſearcheth the heart, 
what are the motives by which you are led to offer 
_ yourlelf for chis ſervice? Is it rom. ſupreme love 
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to God our Saviour; from an affectionate con- 

cern for the ſalvation of your fellow-ſinners; and a 
fincere deſire to promote the Redeemer's kingdom 
and not from any diſſatisfaction with your former 
ſituation in life; from any hope of greater eaſe; 

or from any other ſelfiſh conſideration? | 

3. Are you willing to endure hardneſs in this under- 
taking; and is it your defire, in the event of op- 
pPoſition, patiently to commit yourſelf to God in 
well doing ? 

"OS 4. Is it your firm eee through l 
grace, implicitly to follow the word of God as your 
rule, and to depend entirely on his bleſſing for ſuc. 

ceſs 1n your labours ? | 

i And, laſtly, Do you promiſe to follow the nies. 

tions gi ven to itinerant preachers and catechiſts in 

the printed rules of this Society; reſolving, by di- 
vine aſliſtance, to behave in that holy, meek and 
prudent manner, which becomes a perſon employ- 

ed in ſpreading the religion of Jeſus; which ſhall 

tend to promote your uſefulneſs as an 1tinerant ; 


and to reflect honour on the — by whom you 
are ſent G 


Theſe queſtions, which relate to the motives from which 
you were induced to undertake your preſent office, and to the 
ſpirit in which you ought to purſue it, are highly ſolemn. 

Much depends on your acting agreeably to them. We 
beſeech the Lord to enable you to do ſo; and we earneſtly 

exhort you, dear brother, to continue inſtant in prayer, 
that you may be ſtrengthened againſt every termpeation, 
by means of which you might prove unfaithful. | 

You have ſaid it is your determination to labour COR 
flantly in the important duties of your office. See then 
that you improve every opportunity of uſefulneſs. One 
ſoul is of more value than the whole world. To be the 
means therefore of ſaving a ſoul, is a greater acquiſition 
than if we had ſubdued kingdoms. How great the ho- 
nour! ! Dearly beloved, may it be yours! 

You have expreſſed your willingneſs to endure hard- 

neſs in this undertaking. We forewarn you, that difficul- 
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ties do await you. If you go on with fidelity and zeal, 
Satan will raiſe oppoſition. You may experience the trial 
of cruel mockings. Your intentions may be miſrepreſent- 
ed; and while you breathe peace and good will to men, 
you may be branded, like the Saviour, as a peſtilent fel- 
low, perverting the nation. But, beloved, let none of 
theſe things move you. Attend to the benediction of your 
great Maſter : © Bleſſed are ye, when men ſhall hate you, 


aud when they ſhall ſeparate you from their company, and 


— 9 
2 K 


ſhall reproach you, and caſt out your name as evil, for the 
Son of Man's ſake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for 
joy; for behold your reward is great in heaven.” Be 
Not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled. It 1s ſure- 
ly enough for the diſciple that he be as his Maſter, and 
the ſervant as his Lord. If they have called the Maſter 
of the houſe Beelzebub, how much more ſhall they call 
them of his houſehold ?---But let none of you ſuffer by 


5 your own imprudence or miſmanagement. This muſt add 


a ſting to your ſufferings, and render them extremely bit- 
ter. Commit yourſelf to the care of that Lord whom you 
ſerve, and he will ſupport you. He will make your way 
clear before you. His promiſe to Paul is equally addreſ- 
fed to you, My grace is ſufficient for you;“ and with 
him alſo you have ground to ſay, I can do all things 

through Chriſt ſtrengthening me.” Continue patient in 
_ well-doing ; looking unto Jeſus, who, for the joy that was 
ſet before him, endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and 


zs ſet down at the right hand of the throne of God. 


A Chriſtian in this world is a pilgrim and a Aranger : 
A a Chriſtian Miſſionary 1s ſo 1n a peculiar manner. Ex- 
pe& not therefore to meet with every thing to your wiſh 
as to external accommodation. Your Saviour had not 
where to lay his head. On ſome occaſions, indeed, when 
travelling on foot through the cities and villages of Judea, 
there were friends, who kindly welcomed him to their 
houſes ; at other times, as on his way to Samaria, being 
wearied with his journey, he reſted on the well, and aſked 
from a woman, a drink of water. In like manner, ſome 

from whom you look for kindneſs, may not be diſpoſed 
to ſhew it. Let not this, however, diſcourage you. 
' Means are in the hand of the Lord ; nor ſhall you 
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want any thing that is good for you. While you faith. 
fully purſue the great object of your appointment, Provi- 
dence may raiſe up friends who ſhall count it their honour 
to “bring you forward on your journey after a godly 
ſort.” But if, inſtead of being received with joy, you 
| ſhould be treated with contempt, and even thruſt out of the 
city, remember that thus it was done to Him, who is Lord 
of all. Our Saviour hath left us the example of being 
dead to this world, and all its enjoyments. May you e- 
minently imbibe his ſpirit, and walk in his ſteps ! 
© We beſeech you, dear brother, to behave, as you ſo- 
lemnly promiſed, in that holy, meek and prudent manner, 
which becomes a perſon employed in promoting the reli- 
gion of Jeſus. Many eyes are upon you. Weigh well 
every part of your conduct. Walk in wiſdom toward 
them that are without, redeeming the time. Watch al- 
ways. Ceaſe not to pray, that the Lord may guide, di- 
rect and preſerve you. Remember your own weakneſs 
and your hableneſs to fall. In your ſituation, humilit 
of ſpirit is peculiarly neceſſary. In the courſe of your la- 
bours, you will frequently meet with temptations to pride. 
How dangerous to yield to the corrupt motions of our 
own ſpirits, while engaged in the ſervice of God! Pride 
will unfit you for your work; while it naturally deſtroys 


Four internal comfort. Be not ambitious of the applauſe 


of men. Stop your ear to the voice of flattery. Be con- 
tent to decreaſe, if Chriſt increaſe. A ſervant of Jeſus 
Chriſt. ſhould be a character exemplary humble. Thoſe 
whom the Lord exalteth, he abaſeth in their own fight.--- 
Under deep impreſſions, then, of unworthineſs and inſuffi- 
ciency, lift up your eyes, beloved, to the Lord, from whom 
cometh your help. Your God, if you truſt in him, will 
not ſuffer your foot to be moved. The Lord ſhall preſerve 
you from all evil. The Lord ſhall preſerve your going 
out, and coming in, from this time forth, and even for e- 
vermoreG. | rn”, | 

he not diſcouraged, though, for a ſeaſon, you ſee little 
fruit of your labours. It is yours to plant and to water, 
it is the prerogative of God to give the increaſe. The 
| kingdom of God cometh not with obſervation. He who 
bleſſeth the ſpringing of the ſeed, and who crowneth the 
year with his bounty, will not fail in fulfilling his pro- 
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miſe. © My word, ſaith JEHovan, ſhall not return unto me 
void; but it ſhall accompliſh that which I pleaſe, and it 
ſhall proſper in the thing whereto I ſent it.“ In the 
morning, therefore, ſow thy ſeed, and in the evening with- 
hold not thine hand; for thou knoweſt not whether ſhall 
_ proſper, either this or that, or whether they ſhall be alike 
good.” If by the grace of God, you can adopt the affir- 
mation of the apoſtle, © We are not as many that corrupt 
the word of God; but as of ſincerity, but as of God, in 
the ſight of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt;“ you ſhall alſo have 
_ fellowſhip with him in his exultation, Now thanks be 
| unto God, which always cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt, 
and maketh manifeſt the favour of his Rn by us in 
every place.“ 


We are aware that it is extremely difficult to lay down 


rules applicable to the various circumſtances in which you 


may be placed. A great deal, therefore, mult be left to 
your own prudent management. Study then to ſhew thy- 


| ſelf approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 


be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. It is im- 
_ poſſible that in every caſe you can be under our inſpection. 
May you never forget, that you are always under the eye 
of God, and that to him you muſt give an account! 
Much will our hearts be grieved, if, by your miſcon- 
duQ, reproach ſhould be brought on the good work of the 
Lord in our hands. O may he preſerve you faithful to 
the end! Our prayers, as individuals, ſhall be daily offer- 
ed up for you ; nor ſhall we ceaſe to pray for you in our 
aſſociated capacity. And now, we commend you to God, 
and to the word of his grace. The good will of Him who 
_ dwelt in the buſh be on you, when for a ſeaſon ſeparated 
from your brethren. Fear not, ſaith Jeſus, I am the firſt 
and the laſt, My peace I give unto you ; let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. Lo I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the world !--- Unto him 
who is able to keep you from falling, and to preſent you 
| faultleſs before the preſence of his glory with exceeding 
joy; to the only wiſe God our Saviour, be glory and ma- 
jeſty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 


In N and by appointment of the Society, 
Joh RITCHIE, Secretary. 
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R INSTRUCTIONS to CATECHISTS, 


as to the Manner of rare. their La- 
bours. 


ne 0 of Children in the SEW of Chriſtia- | 
nity, has been juſtly conſidered as an object of the greateſt 
importance; and wherever a revival of religion has ta- 


ken place, it has been generally obſerved, that young peo- 
ple formed a conſiderable proportion of thoſe brought un- 
der its influence. It is the wiſh of the Society, therefore, 


that you bend your attention particularly to children, en- 
deavouring to inſtil into their minds the doctrines of ſals 


vation through a crucified Redeemer. 


Adopt the moſt ſimple and affectionate wathed of com- 


municating inſtruction. Tell the children that you love 
them, and ardently deſire to promote their happineſs; 


and that in no way can this be done effectually, but by 
leading them to the true nme of themſelves and of 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


Think not that it is a mean employment to inſtruct 


childres. Our Lord Jeſus, when on earth, manifeſted a 
| peculiar regard to little ones; he took them up in his 
arms, laid his hands on them, and bleſſed them. It is a 
device of Satan, who is unwilling to quit his Prey, to re- 
preſent as trifling the inſtruction of youth. We pray 

God to give you the abiding impreſſion of its magnitude. 


When people in early life are brought to the ſaving 


knowledge of the truth, the cauſe of God is even more 
promoted than by the converſion of adults. 
In the courſe of your itinerancy, therefore, collect the 


children in the firſt inſtance, and give them tracts ſuited for 


them. If they can repeat any queſtions or paſſages of 
Scripture, make theſe the ground- work of your examina- 


tion. Aſk them ſimple queſtions, and endeavour to make 
them underitand them. Long exhortations are generally 
| loſt upon children. By frequent queſtions, and by aſking 


them to repeat ſentences after you, their attention is kept 
up, and their memories ſtored with divine truth. 


Grown-up perſons will generally attend you wherever 
you go. It is eaſy to form an exhortation to them from 
the ſubjects which you have gone over with the ' young 
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people. Repreſent to them the importance of Sabbath 
ſchools, of which you have now exhibited the model. 

In no caſe will you find it difficult to colle& children, if 
you diſcover any anxiety to get them together. Should 


there happen to be a conſiderable majority of old people, 
| make the exerciſe as profitable to them as may be, by ex- 
| hortatton and prayer. It is not your province, however, 


to chuſe texts, and diſeuſs doctrines. You were not ap- 
pointed a preacher, but a catecbiſt, and it is neceflary that 
you confine yourſelf to eatechetroat exerciſes alone. 

It is not the intention of the Society to ſhut you up 
from one opportunity of being uſeful to the ſouls of your 
brethren, If, therefore, on any occaſion, no children come 


forward, you will inform the grown-up people, that you 


are a cateebiſt ſent out from the Society; that it is your 


principal object to inſtruct children: but as none have ap- 


peared, you will read a few queſtions of the Shotter Ca- 
techiſm, with the Scripture-proofs, and endeavour to ex- 


plain their meaning. Conclude your exerciſe with exhor- 


tation, prayer, and finging. Your exhortation may be ei- 
ther founded on the queſtions you have explained, or on 
a large portion of Scripture, 

Theſe directions are ſuggeſted, as proper to be obſer. 


ed in the courſe of your journeys. When ſtationed in 
a limited diſtri, your work is more ſimple. You are 
then to teach a ſchool regularly in the place of your re- 
| fidence on Sabbath morning and evening. During the o- 


ther days of the week, you mult exert yourſelf in efta- 


bliſhing ſchools in every principal village round your 
_ reſidence, one for each day of the week. Endeavour to 
get proper perſons to undertake the management of them, 
and if poſſible to teach them. Having viſited them for 

ſome time weekly, you may then attend them once a fort- 
night, employing the vacant week in eſtabliſhing ſchools in 
another direction. By this means you will have thirteen 


ſchools under your inſpection; and if perſons, properly 
qualified, engage in teaching any of them, you are thus 
left at liberty to extend your influence in a wider eir- 


fs cle © 0 


* Theſe inſtructions were 1 before the Society adopted the altera- 


tion in their plan, mentioned p. 79. The Catechiſts bave now a more ror! 
ed ſphere of uſefulneſs, 
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The Society have 3 in you, that you wal dili- 


gently occupy your time to the beſt advantage. Your 
ſchools for religious inſtruction will be moſt conveniently 
held in the evening, in order to give parents or others 


an opportunity of attending. If, therefore, in the courſe 


of the day, you can overtake it, it would afford the Socie- 


ty much pleaſure, could you teach a few poor children to 
read. You muſt alſo improve your leiſure time in pri- 


vate religious converſation with the parents of the child- 
ren, and in exhortation and prayer with the ſick. The 

very appearance of indolence will en hinder your 
uſefulneſs. 


Preachers and catechiſts "muſt ſend to the 8 a 


written account of their progreſs once a fortnight; 
and beſides this, they muſt keep a regular gene of 


their Procedure. | 


CONCLUDIN 5 REMARKS. 


| 12 Society have thus laid before the Public a full account | 
of their proceedings. They have fairly ſtared their pre- 
Ciſe objects, and leave it to their Chriſtian brethren to 


judge of the probable utility of their defign. 


A conviction in the minds of the members, that ſuffi- 


cient means of religious inſtruct ion were not enjoyed in 
this country, gave birth to this inſtitution; and after ſome 


experience, they are e fully ſarisfied, that their conviction i is 


too well founded. 
Poſitive evidence has been afforded of the extreme ig- 


norance of multitudes of our countrymen. It is unneceſ— 


ſary to enquire particularly whence this ariſes. It ſeems 
enough to ſay, that, while the fact exiſts, it is the incum- 
bent duty of Chriſtians to uſe means for the ſalvation of 


| their fellow-ſinners. 
The Society rejoice that many doors of uſefulneſs have 


been opened to them; and with much gratitude they ac- 


knowledge, that their moſt ſanguine expectations have been 
exceeded. It ſeems a remarkable ſign of the times, that a 


defire for propagating the Knowledge of the truth, ſhould 
be accompanied by a defire equally ardent for hearing it. 
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The fields' are indeed white unto harveſt. May: the Lord 
of the harveſt ſend forth many labourers, and may their 
labours be crowned with remarkable ſucceſs ! 


At their outſet the Society were aware that their deſigns 


might be miſrepreſented. In this country their object was, 
in a great meaſure, new; and they laid their account to 


meet with oppoſition. The beſt refutation, however, of ill- 
founded calumny, is the fimple ſtatement of facts. This, 


they preſume, is fully done in the preſent pamphlet; and 
they willingly leave it to ſpeak for itſelf. From it the 
Public will judge, whether there be any foundation for the 


inſinuations which have been thrown out, that their mea- 
ſures are hoſtile to the government of their country. The 


principles of thoſe ſent out from the Society are fully in- 


veſtigated; they are known to be men who are ſubject to 


the powers that be, not only for wrath, but for conſcience 
ſake ; and they are ſtrictly enjoined to avoid entirely ſpeak- 
ing on politics, either in public or in private. In no in- 
ſtance has any ſent from the Society been found tranſ- 
greſſing this rule. Were they to do ſo, their con- 


nection with them would be immediately diſſolved . 

On the other hand, the Society are happy to ſtate, that in- 

ſtances have come to their knowledge, of ſome perſons who 
formerly entertained ſeditious principles, being convinced 


of their error, by having their attention led to the goſpel of 


Chriſt; an effect which muſt always follow, when the con- 
ſciences of men are awakened to a concern for their ſouls. 
Equally groundleſs is the inſinuation, that the Society 
wiſh to promote any particular form of church-govern- 
ment. The beſt proof of this, is, that men, of very diffe. 


rent ſentiments on that ſubject, are employed in their ſer- 
vice. The Society itſelf conſiſts of Chriſtians of vari- 


ous denominations; and they rejoice, that it has been in 


their power to aid the defire of good men to publiſh the 
goſpel, whether they be Epiſcopalians, Preſbyterians, or 


Independents t. In theſe matters real Chriſtians may differ. 


A report was indeed circulated, that a gentleman who had gone out 


from the Society had diſperſed a political pamphlet. The Public, however, 


may be aſſured, that, after the ſtricteſt inveſtigation, the report was found 
to be abſolutely falſe, 5 ON TY 


| I Some have ſuppoſed, becauſe the miniſters who preach in the Circus are 
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And if ſinners be rouſed to attend to the ſalvation of their 
ſouls, it is left to their own choice to Join any Fn 


where the goſpel is preached. 


Whatever reproach may be thrown on attempts to pro- 


mote the knowledge of Chriſt by ſuch as are ignorant of the 


foeriptures and of the power of God, it ſeems unaccountable, 


that thoſe who feel the importance of divine truth, ſhould 


_ diſcourage ſuch exertions. The Society, however, do not 


reflect againſt any of their brethren who refuſe to aid them. 
Conſcious that they are employed in a ſervice acceptable 


in the ſight of God our Saviour, they truſt, they ſhall be 


enabled to go on with increaſing diligence and perſever- 
| ance. Neither are they careful to anſwer the objections 


ſtarted by Chriſtians themſelves. While they cheerfully 


commit their way to the Lord, they truſt the event will 


| ſhew, that they have been guided and ſupported by Him, 
who carries on his work by whatever inſtruments he pleaſ- 


eth. Souls are every where periſhing for lack of know- 
ledge. Multitudes, ſenſible of their deplorable condition, 


are earneſtly ſoliciting aſſiſtance. Can we refuſe to hear 
their cry? Or will God withhold bis bleſſing, becauſe the 
means employed are out of the ordinary channel? The 
thought is impious. Some have already been brought to 
the knowledge of the truth by the Society's means; and it 


is their earneſt prayer, that many more may be added to 
the church of Chriſt, of ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. | 


From the preceding ſtatement it will readily occur, that 
| the Society's operations are carried on at very conſiderable 
expence. When their plan is completed, they will have 


no fewer than thirty-one catechiſts in thꝭir conſtant em- 
ployment; beſides defraying the expences of thoſe mini- 
ſters who itinerate in their reſpective neighbourhoods, 


and diſtributing gratis many thouſands of religious tracts. 


The whole will require an expenditure of from L. 10co to 
L. 1200 yearly. The Society lay up no fund ; they de- 
pend on the bounty of Providence for ſupplying their wants. 


' Thoſe therefore who aid this inſtitution will have the ſa- 


engaged to itinerate by the See that a connection Cabſiſts N them 
and that inſtitution. This, however, is a miſtake. They are totally di- 
ſtink. The Society would be equally happy to de fray the expences of other 
miniſters, whether of the Eftablilkiment or Seceſſon, who ſhould offer their 
ſervices. 
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tisfaction of ſeeing their money applied to immediate uſe *. 
At preſent, as formerly ſtated, the Society have fifteen 
e conſtantly employed; and ſince the preceding 
part of this pamphlet was printed off, they have ſent out 
for fix weeks, twenty - four others, whoſe characters and 


_ abilities have: been fully aſcertained, The utmoſt economy 


is obſerved in the management of the funds. None of the 


officers of the Society receive any ſalary. The catechiſts 
n travel on foot; and have only ſuch an allowance as 


* The ſentityents of priguſtive Chriſtians ip digg Uberality for pious 


i purpoſes, may be learned from the following eh from Baſil, Do of 
Cæſarea, who died i in the year 379. 


One ſays, I will give to-morrow, to excuſe hiwfolf from giving to-day. | 
Alas! do you know whether you ſhall be alive to-morrow in this place? 


Another ſays, I am poor, I have need enough myſelf of all my means. Yes, 
you are poor, you are deſtitute ; but it is of love, of benignity, of faith, and 


of mercy. A third ſays, whom do T wrong? I keep only my own. I aſk 
you, From whom did you receive thoſe riches, and whence did you bring 
them? Did you not come naked from your mother's womb, and ſhall you 


not return naked to the duſt? Whence did this wealth come? from chance? 


What is this but atheiſm? If you confeſs that you received it from God, why 


did it fall to your lot, rather than to another's? God is not unrighteous in 


the unequal diviſion of property amongſt men. Why are you rich, and why 


is this man poor? It is that you may receive the reward of diſpenſing your 


goods faithfully, and that the poor may receive the recompence of his pa- 


| tience. When, therefore, you appropriate to yourſelf that wealth which 
belongs to many, and of which you are the ſtewards, you are a robber..--We _ 


know not what neceſſities may happen. Can you make this apology, while 


you ſpend your wealth on a thouſand ſuperfluities? But I want it for my 


children. But is it from you that your ſon received life? is it not from 


God? Ought he, then, to hinder you from obeying God's commandments ? 


The riches that you will leave him, may be the occaſion of his ruin. Who 
knows whether he will make a good or bad uſe of them! He refutes the 
pretences of thoſe who think to exempt themſelves from doin g good in their 


üffetime, by leaving their goods, by wills, to the poor. « Wretched man, to 

_ practiſe no good works, but with ink and paper! it ſeems, you wiſh you 
could have enjoyed your riches for ever, and then you would never have o- 

beyed the precepts of the goſpel: it is to death, it ſeems, and not to you, 


that the poor are indebted. God will not be thus mocked ; that which is 


dead is not to be offered to the ſanctuary : offer up a living ſacrifice. It 


is certain, that thoſe who rely on Divine Providence, are like the ſprings 


which are not dried up by drawing from them, but ſend forth their waters 


with greater force. If you are poor, lend your money upon intereſt to God, 
who is rich.“ 7 „ 
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barely ſupports them. The travelling expences alone of 
thoſe miniſters who i itinerate, are defrayed ; and when they 
are able to accompliſh it, they alſo travel on foot, Still, 
| however, with the the utmoſt frugality, a very large ſam is 
neceſſaty in carrying the plan of the Society into effect. Hi- 
therto, indeed, they have given up no obje& for want of mo- 
ney ; and while they acknowledge the kindneſs of thoſe 
who have already contributed, they earneſtly ſolicit their 
continued ſubſcriptions, and thoſe of all others who wiſh 
well to the beft intereſts of their fellow-finners. With 
what liberality do worldly men ſupport inſtitutions cal- 
culated to deſtroy their own ſouls, and thoſe of their neigh 
bours ! Let this conſideration animate the people of 5 
to ſuperior exertion, Brethren, we plead no private 
cauſe ; we plead the cauſe of God and of precious ſouls. 
If, then, through the poverty of Chriſt, ye have been made 
ſpiritually rich, 1s 1t a great matter, that you beſtow a part 
of your earthly ſubſtance to promote his intereſt in the 
world? It is not the bodies of men merely, but their ne- 
ver-dying ſouls, which claim your compaſſionate attention. 
While therefore you liberally ſupport foreign miſſions, do not 
look on with indifference, and ſee your countrymen around 
ou periſhing in ignorance. To diffuſe the knowledge of ſal- 
vation; to pluck finners as brands from the burning; to 
| ſave ſouls from death,---are objects, in which real Chri- 
ſtians feel deeply intereſted. Let the love of Chriſt then con- 
ſtrain you, to promote objects of ſuch infinite importance. 
And remember that the Spirit of God hath ſaid, He who 
ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap alſo ſparingly; and he who 
ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap alſo bountifully.“ 
Finally, The Society requeſt the prayers of their breth- 
ren, that a double portion of the Spirit of God may reſt 
upon them; that they may be enabled to conduct their o- 
perations with zeal, and wiſdom, and prudence, and that 
their feeble efforts to ſpread abroad the ſavour of the Re- 
| deemer” s name may be rendered effectual, by His power, 
ho is able to ſubdue all things unto himſelf. fn 
* Although the Society ſtrictly prohibit their catechiſts to take money 0 
from the people, it is obvious that it muſt tend very much to their comfort, 
when ſerious people invite them to their houſes, and thus prevent their put- 
ing up in inns. The labourer is worthy of his hire. Thoſe who give a cup 


of cold water to a diſciple, eſpecially to a diſciple who leaves his family and 
Iriends t to promote the N of Jeſus, ſhall in no wiſe loſe their reward. 
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x 5 Fi rom this tate, the friends of the' Society will perceive 
£7 Fro neceflity of their immediate aſſiſtance. The following 
=. is a liſt of the gentlemen who have 9 to take in a 
1 ſeriptions for this inſtitution. | | 


| _ Meflirs]. and A. Duncan, Bookſellers, Glaſgow. 

_ : Mx Andrew Hay, Merchant, Aberdeen. 

LE Mr John Harvey, Merchant, Stirling. erty ecard. 
= - Mr Alexander Laird, Greenock. ti hel 


1 | 7 
WE. Si Mr James Buchanan, Teacher, Falkirk. * 40 
Is Mr William Gardiner, Baker, Perth. 2 855 


Mr Robert Torbet, Upholſterer, Dundee. 
Mr John Crombie, Merchant, Haddington. 
| Mr James Watſon, Merchant, Newcaſtle. 
"3 5 MI Andrew Inglis, Manufacturer, Kirkealdy. 
| Mr John M*Nitb,, Manufacturer, Pathhead. 
898 | Mr John Gardiner, Merchant, Dyſart. p 
W_ Mr Thomas White, Anſtruther.” | 
1 „„ Mr Robert Geddie, Cupar of Fife. 
Rev. Mr M Diarmid, Banff. 
Mr William Baillie, Glover, Irechin. 
Rev. Mr Cowie, Huntly. 
Mr David Cormie, Elgin. 

_ Mr Robert Nicolſon, Baker, Leſlie. 
=: Mr Alexander Alexander, Merchant, Nairn. 
=” Mr Thomas Jamieſon, Merchant, Kirkwall. 
1 Mr George Miller, Merchant, Thurſo. | 

= Mr Henry Craig, Wick, : 


1 Doſe who do not live MB ; vicinity if any of the 
+ above places, will pleaſe ſend tbeir ſubſcriptions to 
Mr ALEXANDER Bruce, Cabinet Maker, South Bridge, 
Edinburgh, Treaſurer to the Society, or to 
Mr Joan RIrCHTE, Printer, Blackfriars . Secreary 
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